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Lloyd makes 
it to Everest 
base camp! 

LEFT: 

Lloyd Thomas 
with a Sherpa 
at the Everest 
Base camp. 

LOCAL boy Lloyd 
Thomas, age 19, 
who works as a 
lifeguard for Halo 
Leisure Centre in 
Pencoed and Pyle, 
has reached his goal 
of trekking to Base 
Camp, Everest, 
while raising funds 
for Macmillan 
Cancer Support. 

It has taken 12 
consecutive days of 
walking at high 
altitude and extreme 
weather conditions, 
covering 120 
kilometres, reaching a 
height of 17,700 feet. 
(Snowdon is 3,600 feet 
high). 

The journey was 
described has “very 
tough” and Lloyd 
suffered from 
sunburn, the effects of 
high altitude and -19 
degree Celsius 
weather, but “it has 
all been worth it.” 

Messages of 
support kept him in 
high spirits 
throughout. The help 
of Sherpas had been 
invaluable, 
particularly when a 
glacier gave way and 
Lloyd was caught 
after falling off the 
path with a dangerous 
drop below! 

He eventually 
arrived at Base 
Camp, where he 
proudly unfurled the 
Welsh flag and 
thanked sponsors. 

If anyone else would 
like to make a 
donation, use 
www.justgiving.com/LI 
oyd-thomas3 
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FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
CALL US ON 
01443 410565 
07958 050171 


info@cjwejddingfayre&,co.uk 
www.c|weddmgfayres. 


Fill 
ENTRY & 
FREE GOODY 
BAG FOR 
EVERY 
BRIDE 


gfayres.co.uk 

_ 


TY HAFAN THANKS ST CLARE’S 
STUDENTS FOR THEIR SUPPORT 



PUPILS from St Clare’s 
School in Porthcawl took on 
the role of the Easter bunny 
recently - as part of a special 
appeal for Ty Hafan. 

The school’s Interact Club (St 
Clare’s Junior Rotary) asked pupils, 
teachers and parents to donate 
Easter eggs and small gifts to the 
children’s hospice at Sully in the 
Vale of Glamorgan. 

Members of the Interact Club 
chose Ty Hafan as their local charity 
for the term, and set themselves the 
target of bringing some Easter joy to 


the children and staff there. 

“Everyone was overwhelmed by 
the number of donations brought in 
by the pupils, staff and parents, and 
on March 31, the school minibus 
was packed to the brim with eggs, 
cuddly toys, board games and dolls 
as the group set out to Ty Hafan to 
deliver the gifts,” a spokesperson 
reported. 

“The staff at Ty Hafan were 
delighted with the response, and 
thanked the pupils for their 
generosity, and for choosing to 
support Ty Hafan,” the 
spokesperson added. 
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Wedding 
Exhibition 
at Wales j 

Millennium 1 
Centre, in 
Cardiff Bay 

Sunday 12th April 2015 
11.00am - 4.00pm 


L Bridal Sales 
L Room Area 


3 Fabulous Catwalk Shows 12.00 midday, 130pm 
and 3.00pm. 

Goody bags compliments of Debenhams for the 
first 250 brides 

Over 70 exhibitors featured over 6 rooms 
including our ‘Vintage Room’ 

Fantastic competitions available on 
the day with some amazing prizes! 

Pre register on our brand new website and 
receive discounted admission and avoid the 
queues!! Visit our website for details 

Eternity with Love Limited To visit our website 
download this free 
QR code app on 
your SmartPhone 

www.eternitywithlove.co.uk 
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Madeleine Moon pays heartfelt tribute 
to Steve - a husband and an ecologist 


THE Labour parliamentary 
candidate for Bridgend, 
Madeleine Moon, paid a 
heartfelt tribute to her late 
husband Steve Moon last week, 
following his sad death. 

Steve Moon was diagnosed with a 
form of motor-neurone disease 
approximately five years ago, and had 
spent most of his working life as an 
environmental officer of Bridgend 
county borough. 

Mrs Moon had this to say about 
Steve. 

STEVE and I moved to south 
Wales when Steve was 
appointed as the first warden 
of the newly-created Local 
Nature Reserve at Kenfig in 
1975. 

Steve had been working on a PHD 
at Durham University when he applied 
for the job at Kenfig. He had not been 
on the initial list of interviewees but 
when one person withdrew, Steve was 
invited to attend and was offered the 
post and we moved south. 

There was no reserve centre then, 

V 


only a caravan in Kenfig Pool 
Farmyard. During his first winter at 
Kenfig it was so cold in the caravan 
the TCP froze in the bottle. 

This did not worry Steve too much, 
no matter what the weather, his focus 
was on cataloguing the bird, plant and 
insect life of Kenfig and developing a 
management plan. 

Every day he walked miles across 
the dunes deepening his understanding 
of this rare and unique habitat which 
had once stretched for miles along the 
south Wales coast. 

He was not always popular as he 
moved the reserve away from being a 
site for recreation and outdoor sports 
to a site of nature conservation 
excellence to become a National 
Nature Reserve and a site of European 
importance for nature conservation. 

Steve loved to share his passion for 
wild life with others and helped 
develop the knowledge of many 
people who visited the reserve from 
around the world. 

He started a WATCH club for 
children who wanted to learn about 
and understand the natural 
environment. Many young people had 
their first interest in birds, moths and 
flowers developed at the Saturday 


morning club; an interest which stayed 
with them for the rest of their lives, 
some going on to careers in 
conservation. 

Life at home was never dull. 
Sometimes, Steve would bring home a 
bird watcher for dinner and a night’s 
sleep so that they could go for an 
early morning walk to catch the birds 
feeding. Injured birds and animals 
were brought to the house to be fed 
and when stronger released back into 
the wild. 

One time when I was Mayor of 
Porthcawl, he had an injured blackbird 
which went with us everywhere so 
that it could be fed a steady diet of 
woodlice and worms scrounged from 
neighbours’ gardens. 

Our cat was always deeply 
suspicious when injured birds of prey 
were housed in the spare bedroom. 

Steve’s was not a 9 to 5 job. He 
would be up before dawn to go 
ringing, catching birds in fine mist 
nets so that they could be sized, 
weighed and ringed for tracking 
around the world. This also helped to 
put Kenfig on the birding map as the 
range of species found there became 
known. 

His discovery, along with his friend 


David, of the Little Whimbrel in 1982 
brought thousands of birdwatchers to 
Kenfig. 

As a part time wildlife inspector for 
the Department of Food and Rural 
Affairs, Steve would visit people who 
owned and bred listed birds such as 
birds of prey. He would also help 
police investigations into wildlife 
crime. 

We would sometimes arrive at an 
isolated farm and Steve would tell me 
to keep the engine running and open 
the passenger door and begin to drive 
off if he came running out of the 
house. 

It was hard for Steve to leave his 
post as warden of Kenfig and move on 
to become the first County Ecologist 
for Mid Glamorgan and then later for 
Bridgend County Borough Council. 
The new post brought with it the 
responsibility for putting forward the 
nature conservation arguments to 
oppose the granting of planning 
permission. 

His commitment to the protection 
of habitats and species again did not 
always make him popular. He 
opposed the extension of coal mining 
at Parc Slip, as well as the 
development of a sports stadium and 


housing at Island Farm. 

Steve was well known and 
respected in the naturalist world. 

Sadly he developed Picks Disease, a 
form of Motor Neurone Disease and 
the illness robbed him of his love of 
walking across the dunes of Kenfig 
and along the coast of Porthcawl. 

It robbed him of the ability to raise 
his binoculars to his eyes to watch the 
birds and it took away his voice, and 
he could no longer share his 
knowledge and understanding. 

He fought the disease with the help 
of wonderful carers and the excellent 
medical support of the Portway 
surgery. 

I don’t want to dwell on the disease 
which robbed him of so much, but 
which could not take away his fight 
for life, his sense of humour, or his 
stubborn streak. 

So many letters and cards have 
arrived, many with wonderful stories 
of Steve and his work. They have been 
a great source of support and comfort. 

I want people to remember the man 
with a passion for, and commitment 
to, the environment - a man with a 
roguish sense of humour and a twinkle 
in his eye. 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS... 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Triple 
success 
ABERCERDIN 
Primary School at 
Evanstown, on the 
border between 
Bridgend county 
borough and 
Rhondda Cynon 
Taf, is celebrating a 
hat-trick of 
achievements. 

It has had a 
glowing inspection 
report, a top green 
rating in the Welsh 
Government’s 
national school 
categorisation 
system, and the 
footballing success 
of one of its pupils. 

The school achieved a 
‘good’ current 
performance in its recent 
Estyn inspection and 
was praised on the 
successful progress it 
has made within a two 
year period. Inspectors 
found that pupils are 
making good progress, 
with many achieving 
high standards at the end 
of the Foundation Phase 
and Key Stage 2. 

Estyn also praised the 
exemplary behaviour of 
pupils, their active roles 
within the school and 
their enthusiasm for 
learning. It was 
highlighted in the report 
that the school has a 
very caring ethos, with 
all staff providing good 
support and guidance for 
pupils. 

The inspection report 
also found that the 
school has established 
strong partnerships with 
parents and the 
community that enhance 
outcomes for pupils. 

For example, the 


school has supported the 
‘Real Men Read’ 
initiative, inviting male 
role models such as the 
local rugby captain and a 
senior police officer into 
the school to read with 
the pupils. 

The school yard has 
also been transformed 
from a bare expanse of 
concrete to a fun area 
containing play 
equipment and a mini 
football pitch, thanks to 
sponsorship from local 
energy firm Pennant 
Walters. 

Headteacher Mrs 
Helen Gentle said: “I am 
absolutely thrilled that 
we have received such a 
positive report, which is 
testament to how much 
hard work our 
governors, staff, 
teachers, pupils and 
parents put in to the 
school. We are 
constantly trying to raise 
aspirations and are 
extremely proud of the 
community partnerships 
that we have generated. 

“Having our own 
wellbeing manager, 
Mandy Rees, has had a 
tremendous impact upon 
academic levels, and 
attendance rates have 
risen from 89 per cent to 
94 per cent in just two 
years. The school’s 
caretaker Les Jenkins 
has worked tirelessly to 
develop a school farm 
and extensively refurbish 
the school, and this has 
significantly enhanced 
the learning environment 
for the children.” 

Abercerdin Primary 
has also been 
categorised as a ‘green’ 
school in the Welsh 
Government’s new 
categorisation system; 
one of the top schools in 
the country. 

Outside the 


classroom, the school is 
also celebrating the 
sporting success of 
pupil Emma Maughan, 
who has been scouted 
by Cardiff City. Two 
players from the Wales 
women’s national 
football team - Natasha 
Harding and Sophie 
Ingle - popped into the 
school recently to 
congratulate Emma on 
her achievements. 

It is hoped that 
Abercerdin will become 
a school of sporting 
excellence and Emma’s 
footballing success will 
be one of many that will 
be celebrated at 
Abercerdin Primary 
School in the coming 
years. 

Emma caught the eye 
of Bluebirds’ scouts at a 
recent tournament. 
Natasha and Sophie 
recently visited the 
school and the pupils 
were excited to have the 
opportunity to quiz them 
about footballing careers 
and also enjoyed 
showing off their skills 
to the ladies in a football 
session. 

Bryncethin WI 

THIS progressive 
newly-formed WI in 
2014 meets every third 
Thursday in the month 
at Bryncethin 
Memorial Hall (on the 
A4061 opposite the 
primary school) from 
7pm to 9pm. 

To help raise funds 
and create an interest in 
the community, it 
intends to hold a spring 
craft and cake table top 
sale on May 21 to which 
everyone is invited. 

Gardening 

club 

LALESTON 
Gardening Club invites 
the public to a talk by 


Maria Lalik, who will 
be recounting her 
experiences in making 
a simple country 
garden. 

The talk will take 
place on April 13 at 
7.30pm in the ‘Cliff 
cottage’, High Street. 

The club has a 
thriving ladies’ section 
which meets on the first 
and third Tuesdays in the 
month at the same venue 
at 7.30pm; new 
members are welcome. 

Tondu 

Primary 

MRS Susan Pilcher the 
headteacher has 
congratulated pupils 
Jessica Bale, Frazer 
Marshall, Cariad 
Westlake and Iestyn 
Williamson, who 
represented the school 
at the recent primary 
schools’ cross country 
competition at 
Bryntirion 

Comprehensive School 
and those who took 
part in the Big Pedal 
cycling and scooting 
challenge. Well done to 
the children in class 
Rhondda for the 
greatest number of 
journeys taken! 

In the school’s Easter 
bonnet parade, winners 
in each class were: 

Afan - 1st Elise 


Williams Thomas; 2nd 
Darcie Hayes; 3rd Dylan 
Merrett. 

Cynffig - 1st Isaac 
Reardon; 2nd Faith 
Williams; 3rd Amber 
Lloyd. 

Ewenni - 1st Olivia- 
Jayne Thomas; 2nd 
Harri Reardon; 3rd Iwan 
Baker. 

Garw - 1st Imogen 
Merrett; 2nd Corey 
Thomas; 3rd Dewi 
Castling. 

Llynfi - 1st Farai 
Chikadaya; 2nd Maddie 
Evans; 3rd Bobby 
Zziwa. 

Ogwr - 1st Max 
Taylor; 2nd Macy 
Mably; 3rd Lillie-Eve 
Cronin. 

Rhondda - 1st Gracie 
Jones; 2nd Kacey Floyd; 
3rd Holly Lewis. 

Taf - 1st Dylan 
Griffiths; 2nd Molly 
Price; 3rd Cariad 
Westlake. 

Usk - 1st Kelsie 
Mably; 2nd Caleb Lake; 
3rd Tia Ockwell. 

Easter egg hunt 
winners: 

Afan - Evie Williams 
and Jay den Williams; 
Cynffig - Cerys 
Griffiths; Ewenni - Lily 
Lewis; Garw - Grade - 
Mai Sage; Llynfi - 
Carmen Evans; Ogwr 
Daniel Trebble; Rhondda 
- Tia Richards; Taf - 


Eeva Salo; Usk - Kelsie 
Mably. 

Gospel meeting 
AT Horeb Baptist 
Chapel, Dinam Close, 
Nantymoel, the only 
practising religious 
establishment at the top 
of the Ogmore Valley, 
tonight (April 9) at 6pm 
there is a special 
meeting with a guest 
speaker, Dr Dennis 
Petty, bringing a gospel 
message. 

Stage break 

MAESTEG Amateur 
Operatic Society offers 
an opportunity for 
anyone who would like 
to learn if they could 
enthral the public, by 
performing on the 
stage in musical 
drama. 

The society is looking 
for people to take part in 
an open audition for all 
parts of a new show it 
hopes to put on in 
October. The auditions 
are in St Michael’s 
church crypt in Maesteg 
on Saturday, April 11 
starting at 10am. 

The musical will be 
Sweeney Todd, the 
Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street and the society 
rehearses most Mondays 
and Fridays from 7pm in 
the church. 

Choir tour 
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COR Meibion Maesteg 
a’r cylch (Maesteg and 
District Male Voice 
choir) has been invited 
to sing in Marsala, 
Sicily during Whitsun 
holidays 2016. 

It will be a one-week 
holiday/choir tour with a 
few prestigious concerts, 
and sightseeing. 

The choir has also 
been invited to the Royal 
Albert Hall as guests of 
the London Welsh Male 
Voice Choir as it 
celebrates the 25th 
anniversary of festival 
choirs in 2016. 

Cor Meibion is keen 
to recruit new members, 
with an excellent 
programme lined up in 
2015, a weekend in 
Torquay and Teignmouth 


in May, and Tavistock in 
September. 

This is without 
supporting local charities 
and others in Melksham, 
Chipping Sodbury and 
Warminster which the 
choir has supported for 
many years, and is 
repeatedly requested to 
return the following 
year. 

The choir is hoping to 
see new members come 
along on a Thursday 
evening as a warm 
welcome awaits them 
from 7pm at the Maesteg 
Celtic Rugby Club, 
Garth. 

The choir has a new 
secretary, Nigel Williams 
and he can be contacted 
on 01656 746742/ 
0784728614. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL APRIL 16) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

09 Thur 

09.59 

9.2 

22.21 

9.1 

10 Fri 

10.44 

8.9 

22.58 

8.8 

11 Sat 

11.28 

8.5 

23.56 

8.3 

12 Sun 



12.31 

8.0 

13 Mon 

01.11 

7.9 

13.55 

7.9 

14 Tues 

02.38 

8.0 

15.21 

8.2 

15 Wed 

03.58 

8.5 

16.34 

8.6 

16 Thur 

05.02 

9.2 

17.31 

9.3 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call editorial manager Don John on 
01446 774484. All complaints will be fully 
investigated. If you are not satisfied with the 
outcome, you may wish to contact IPSO do 
Halton House, 20-23 High Holborn, London 
EC IN 2JD. Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 
123 2220. E-Mail: complaints@ipso.co.uk. 
Enquiries: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
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Fake vodka 
found on sale 
in local shop 


A Nantyffyllon 
shopkeeper has 
been given a six- 
month community 
order after nine 
bottles of fake 
vodka containing 
an industrial 
cleaning agent, 
were found on sale 
at his premises. 

In a case brought by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
Trading Standards 
department, Bridgend 
Magistrates Court heard 
how Mahesh Patel had 
the counterfeit Glen’s 
Vodka on sale to 
customers at Picton 
Stores, Picton Street, 
Nantyffyllon. 

After seizing the 
haul, Trading Standards 
officers submitted the 
product for chemical 
analysis and the results 
showed it to be 
counterfeit, with less 


than the required 
alcoholic strength to be 
called vodka. 

Of particular concern 
was the presence of 
Isopropanol, which is 
found in products such 
as anti-freeze, and can 
be harmful if 
consumed. 

After pleading guilty 
to three charges, 
including a trade mark 
charge and a food 
safety charge, Patel was 
sentenced to a six- 
month community 
order, during which 
time he will be subject 
to a curfew between 
7pm and 7 am Monday 
to Friday. 

He was ordered to 
pay costs totalling 
£1,626.66, with a 
victim surcharge of 
£60. The counterfeit 
vodka has been 
forfeited to the council 
for destruction. 

During the 


KARATE 

CLASSES,, 



Llanharan Miners Welfare 
Hall, Bridgend Road, 
Llanharan, CF72 9RD 

with Sensei Dave and Jess Wong 

Kids Classes 6-7pm; 

Saturday 10-11am 

Adult Class 
Wednesday 7-8pm 

FIRST LESSON FREE 

Contact 

SEN MARTIAL ARTS 

Mobile 07989 2535539 

Email, senmartialarts@outlook.com 

Check us out on Facebook and Twitter 
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investigation, Trading 
Standards officers 
questioned Patel about 
the origin of the vodka, 
but he maintained 
throughout that he had 
bought it from a 
reputable wholesaler, 
and even provided 
paperwork to try to 
support the pretence. 

The admission that 
the potentially 
dangerous vodka had 
been purchased outside 
of the legitimate supply 
chain only came 
months later in court. 

Speaking after the 
court case, the Leader 
of Bridgend County 
Borough Council, Coun 
Mel Nott, said: 
“Counterfeit goods rip 
off consumers and 
legitimate businesses 
alike, and the 
conclusion of this case 
sends out the clear 
message that the supply 
of fake and potentially 
dangerous goods will 
not be tolerated in the 
county borough. 

“The focus 
throughout the 
investigation was to 
identify the source of 
supply of this illegal 
product, and as a result, 
to protect purchasers 
from harm. 

“It is unfortunate that 
the defendant refused to 
co-operate with officers 
in this regard, and 
instead maintained the 
pretence of having 
purchased through 
legitimate channels. 

“I would urge any 
residents and retailers 
concerned about the 
authenticity of bottles 
of Glen’s Vodka to 
contact Trading 
Standards for advice.” 
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WE CAN 
TRANSFORM 
YOUR SMILE 

Orthodontic Services 
for Adults and Children 

• Flat fee £1,200 children, £1,900 adults 
• Interest free credit* 

• Tooth coloured braces available 
• No waiting list 

• Appointments outside school hours 
We are currently offering FREI consultations. 

Call 01446 795240 today. 

Wyndham House, 
Boverton Road, 

Llantwit Major CF61 1XZ 


house 

practice 


Specialist orthodontic services in Vale of Glamorgan provided by Rebecca Wilson GDC No. 72395 
*Loans subject to status, terms & conditions apply, 0% APR representative. 

Authorised and regulated by Financial Conduct Authority. 


‘OVERWHELMING!’ 

Eggs bring Easter 
cheer to children 
in foster families 


MORE than 300 looked-after 
children received a chocolate 
egg this Easter, thanks to the 
generosity of local businesses 
and residents. 

The appeal was run by Bridge 
FM ans was supported by 
Sainsbury’s, HM Prison and Young 
Offenders Institution Parc, and 
Bridgend County Borough Council 
(BCBC). 

Coun Huw David, BCBC cabinet 
member for children and young 
people, said: “The amount of eggs 
donated this year is overwhelming. 
Thank you to Bridge FM for their 
annual appeal, as well as businesses 
and the general public. 

“The generosity shown has 
helped make Easter special for some 
of our most vulnerable children. 
Even a small thing such as giving an 
Easter egg can really help to 
brighten up the day for our looked 
after children.” 

Currently, there are 393 children 
and young people in care in 


Bridgend county borough, and with 
the numbers of those coming into 
care continuing to increase each 
year, the demand for foster carers 
exceeds supply - it’s estimated that 
an additional 600 foster carers are 
needed across Wales. 

Coun David added: “We continue 
to have a shortage of foster carers, 
particularly for sibling groups and 
older children. 

“We need people from all walks 
of life to come forward so we can 
find the right foster home for every 
child. 

“Foster families truly help 
transform the lives of vulnerable 
children, so if anyone is thinking 
about making positive changes in 
their life, I would encourage them to 
contact Bridgend Foster Care - to 
help decide whether fostering is 
right for them.” 


Local 

mum’s 

charity 

swim 

A mother of two 
young sons has a 
special motivation 
for taking on a 
‘Mid-summer 
Channel challenge’ 
to raise funds for a 
leading cancer 
charity. 

Sarah Fisher, of 
Cowbridge, is swimming 
the equivalent of 21 
miles at a local 
swimming pool, in 
memory of her 
grandmother, Joanne 
‘Mimi’ Hendrickson and 
her parents-in-law Louis 
and Carol Fisher -for 
Marie Curie Cancer 
Care, which runs nine 
hospices, including 
Penarth in the Vale. 

Sarah explained: 
“Mimi, and my husband 
Robert’s parents, Louis 
and Carol Fisher, were 
all lost to cancer. 

“I have chosen Marie 
Cancer Care, because it 
provided an amazing 
level of care and 
compassion to my family 
when we needed it the 
most. ” 

Her challenge is due 
to be completed on June 
21 and she is appealing 
for help to “raise as 
much money as 
possible ” for the charity. 

“My challenge is to 
cumulatively swim the 
21 miles/33,796 metres 
(approximately) between 
Samphire Hoe, England 
and Cap Gris Nez, 
France - equivalent to 
1,352 lengths of the 25- 
metre pool. 

“I hope people will 
help me to raise badly- 
needed funds for this 
very worthwhile cause, ” 
Sarah added. 

• If you would like to 
support her, donations 
can be sent online to 
https:lwww.justgiving.co 
m!swimming-for-mimi 


Musical marathon 

LOCAL drummer Iolo Whelan is 
planning an ultra-marathom drumming 
session to raise funds for Water Aid. 

On April 17 and 18, the professional 
percussionist will play for 40 hours non-stop. He 
has called the event ‘the Big Bash’. 

To find out more, follow the build up on 
Twitter@The Big Bash2015. 

The whole event will be shown online at 
www.iolowhelan .com/bigbash 

(See next week’s GEM for more on Iolo’s event). 





moan i 


Award winning Indian sub continental cuisine 

Restaurant & Takeaway 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

4 COURSE MEAL 

Only £8.50pp 
Mon -Thurs 5.30-7pm 

2 FOR 1 

MON-THURS 

MAIN COURSE &P0PPAD0M 

5-8pmTAKEAWAY ONLY 

(TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY) 


SUNDAYBANQUET 

5 COURSES £8.50 

Midday-11pm 

~Tel: 01446 771682 
01446 774590 

70 East Gate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AB 
2014 Tiffin Cup Finalist 
Certificate of Excellence 
Trip Advisor 


Read your GEM online - 
visit bridgend-today.co.uk 



Paying rent but 
your landlord 
refuses to 
maintain your 
property? 

No one should live in a property where there 
is disrepair. We can arrange for the property to 
be repaired and obtain compensation for you! 

Q: I can’t afford to instruct a solicitor? 

A: We can undertake the work on a ‘no win no fee’arrangement. 

Q: How much compensation will I get? 

A: It depends how long you have been there and how you have 
suffered, but our average claim is £10,000. 

If you feel the above may apply to you, then please ring our housing team for a 
friendly assessment. 


‘Highly Commended’ 

UK’s Best Law Firm Award 2014 


Modem 


Contact us for a direct quote, call ( 01446)700693 

or visit our office: 106 Broad Street, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 7AJ. 

www.newboldsolicitors.com 




NewboldSolicitors 

Barry | Blackwood | Cwmbran | Neath 
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MEMORIAL TABLETS FIND A NEW HOME 
IN BRIDGEND TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBER 



The school choir from Penybont Primary School sang at the ceremony. 



INSTALL 



All sizes available. 
Delivered & Collected. 


Waste collection 

MINI 

service. 


Free surveys and 
estimates. 


Labour hire 

MIDI 

to load your skip. 


Grab hire & Plant hire. 


95% of our waste 
is recycled. 

MAXI 

Council/highway 
permits arranged. 

-te 

We will not be beaten on 


ANY written quotation for 
the Barry area 

XL MAXI 


Waste Carrier Number 
CB/LE5004GH 


Email: installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 



ABOVE: 
Veterans attended 
the event. 

LEFT: One of the 
two memorial 
tablets. 


RIGHT: 
The president of 
Bridgend Civic 
Trust, Charles 
Thorp, and his wife 
Barbara, chat to 
Coun Bob Burns. 



Photos by MANDY THOMAS 
(Available for purchase, 
telephone 07541 982794) 

www.mandythomasphotography.co.uk 
TWO mahogany tablets that 
commemorate soldiers who served in 
World War One have found a new home 
in the council chamber of Bridgend Town 
Council. 

The town council is now based in the town centre 
the old library in Wyndham Street - renamed 
Carnegie House. 

A recent ceremony saw the two tablets 
rededicated in their new home, and members of the 
local Royal british Legion mingle with councillors, 
members of the Civic Trust and other guests. 

There were speeches from Count Bob Bums, the 
Mayor of Bridgend Town, Canon Michael Komor, 
and from local historian Natalie Murphy. 

Natalie told The GEM about the history of the 
tablets. One honours former pupils of Penybont 
School who died in World War One, and the other 
records former pupils who gained distinctions in 
action. 

In 1920, there was a fundraising drive to 
commission the tablets, culminating in a grand 
concert in the English Congregational Church in 
Wyndham Street. 

The school choir performed, as did local artists. 
With the funds raised, the two tablets were made by 
a local craftsman, Ivor Davies, and they were placed 
in the school in 1921. 

They stayed there for many years, until the school 
was demolished to make way for the inner bypass. 

In 1998, the tablets were placed on the public 
landing at the old library. 

Now, because the library has moved to the 
Recreation Centre at Newbridge Fields, the council 
were able to consider their future. 

The Mayor, Coun Bob Bums, proposed that they 
be given a prominent place in the new council 
chamber, and it is hoped that this will be their home 
for many years to come. 




ABOVE: The Mayor of Bridgend 
Town Council, Coun Bob Burns. 



ABOVE: Canon Michael Komor. 


You can read your 
GEM online - just visit 
bridgend-today.co.uk 
and follow the link! 
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‘GO GREEN!’ 

Wildmill residents 
are urged by council 



BRIDGEND County Borough Council, Kier 
and Valleys To Coast Housing (V2C) are 
reminding residents in Wildmill, Bridgend 
that they can recycle paper, glass, food waste, 
plastic and cans by using the estate’s 
communal recycling bins. 


PAWS patrol 
urged to 
help police 


A NEW community 
initiative for dog 
owners and dog 
walkers, run by 
South Wales Police 
and South Wales 
Fire & Rescue 
Service, will be 
launching this week 
in Bridgend and 
Porthcawl. 

The ‘PAWS on Patrol’ 
initiative is based on a 
scheme which was 
introduced in Gloucester 
several years ago. This 
has proved to be very 
successful, with a large 
number of dog walkers 
enrolling. 

PCSO Dave Lewis 
said: “Together with 
partnership agencies, we 
are inviting dog walkers 
to enrol as the ‘eyes, ears 
and paws’ of the 
community by joining 
the PAWS on Patrol 
scheme and be a Took 
out’ while walking in the 
neighbourhood each day. 

“Members will be 
encouraged to report 


anti-social behaviour, 
minor crimes, fly tipping, 
and deliberate fire 
setting. 

“Members of the 
scheme will be issued 
with all the necessary 
contact numbers 

including the Police non 
emergency number 101, 
Crime stoppers, S outh 
Wales Fire & Rescue non 
emergency telephone 
number as well as 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

(BCBC). 

“At no time will dog 
walkers be expected to 
intervene in any 
incidents. Their role will 
be simply to report and 
help gather evidence - 
PAWS on Patrol is 
simply about providing 
the Police, Fire Service 
and council with 
information.” 

To enrol, go to 
Bridgend Fire Station 
between lOam-3pm this 
Friday (April 10), and 
Porthcawl Fire Station 
between 10am and 3pm 
on Sunday (April 12). 


Leaflets have been 
sent to homes in the 
area, while new signs 
and posters have been 
put up in community 
spaces to encourage 
residents in Maesyfelin, 
Tairfelin, Glannfronwg 
and Tremgarth to ‘go 
green’ and recycle as 
much as possible. 

Coun Phil White, 
BCBC’s cabinet member 
for communities, said: 
“While the majority of 
homes in Wildmill have 
their recycling collected 
from the kerbside, the 
residents living in these 
particular streets are 
asked to use the 
communal recycling 
bins. All residents have 
also been given brown 
kitchen caddies and 
caddy liners so that they 
can recycle their food 
waste. 

“We’d like to make 
recycling a simple part 
of the weekly routine 
and reduce the number 
of black bags that are 
filled and thrown out for 
landfill. We are also 
always keen to listen to 
any concerns that 
residents have over 
recycling, and following 
our discussions with 
Wildmill residents and 
V2C we will ensure that 
all of the communal bins 
are monitored and 
emptied on a regular 
basis. I’d like to thank 
all of the residents in 
Wildmill for their co¬ 
operation.” 


■S 1 NHSIawyer 

YOUR LOCAL MEDICAL 
NEGLIGENCE EXPERTS 

Call Now 01446 791811 

Misdiagnosis, birth injuries, cerebral palsy, 
missed fractures, wrong treatment. 

No win - no fee, fully qualified solicitors. 
Free Claim Evaluation. 

Tel: 01446 791811 

E-Mail: info@NHSIawyer.co.uk 
www.NHSIawyer.co.uk 

NHSIawyer is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
(SRA number 569027) 


Flexible visiting 
times gives 
patients a boost 


HAVING family at 
her bedside 
throughout the day 
has made a huge 
difference to her 
elderly mother’s 
stay in hospital, 
according to 
Cheryl Jones, who 
lives in Port Talbot. 

It’s meant that her 
mum, 82-year-old 
Glynis Andrews, from 
Cymmer, has had 
plenty of company 
during her eight-week 
stay in hospital, never 
getting bored or feeling 
down. 

Instead of squeezing 
in visits for an hour or 
two in the evenings, 
Cheryl has been able to 
be at her mum’s side on 
Ward B2 in Neath Port 
Talbot Hospital 
throughout most days, 
without the pressure of 
a ticking clock. 

“It’s been really 
good,” said Cheryl. “1 
can keep mum 
company for as long as 
she likes and if I need 
to ask any questions 
there are always plenty 
of staff around, and if 
they can’t help they’ll 
get a doctor to come 
and see me. 

“It’s much better 
than just having a short 
visiting time in the 
evenings, and I can 
share the visiting with 
my sister - we do it in 
shifts - and it works 
really well.” 

Ward B2, a stroke 
and orthopaedic 
rehabilitation ward, has 
been a flexible visiting 
pilot ward since last 
summer. It’s been such 
a success that flexible 
visiting is now being 
rolled out across our 
four main hospitals 
from April 13, making 
it easier for families 
and friends to spend 
valuable time with 
patients. 

Visiting on all the 
acute wards in the 
Princess of Wales, 
Morriston, Neath Port 
Talbot and Singleton 
hospitals will be offered 
between 11am and 
8pm, seven days a 
week. 

Relatives and carers 
will also be encouraged 
to work alongside staff, 
if they wish, to help 
with mealtimes or other 
basic care. 

ABMU’s other wards 
- paediatrics, maternity, 
mental health, learning 
disabilities and 
intensive care - also 
have flexible visiting 


hours, but they will be 
slightly different, based 
on the needs of their 
particular patients and 
users. 

Director of nursing 
and patient experience, 
Rory Farrelly, said: 

“We know that working 
as a team with relatives 
and carers means a 
better experience for 
patients, because their 
family knows them 
best, and can advise 
staff on their likes and 
dislikes, and offer 
support and 
suggestions. 

“Making it easier for 
families and carers to 
visit will result in a 
better experience for 
patients, and also for 
staff.” 

Anthea Quirolo, 
sister on the pilot B2 
ward, agrees. 

She said: “It has 
been really positive - I 
can’t think of anything 
negative about it. 
Having their family 
with them during the 
day can make a big 
difference.” 


New indoor Friday 
market is welcomed 



ONE of the first visitors to the 
new Friday outdoor market 
operating in Maesteg was 
regional Conservative AM 
Suzy Davies, who had added 
supported calls to BCBC to 
upgrade the market. 

She reported: “Maesteg was 
buzzing. It was great to see so many 
people in the town. The car parks were 
full and local traders told me they were 
pleased with the market because it had 
added a new dimension to shopping in 
the town. 

“I have heard a lot about the old 
outdoor market which used to be held 
every Friday and which attracted 


stallholders and customers from far 
and wide. I know that things have 
changed a lot over the years but this 
new market is an attempt to turn the 
clock back in a good way. 

“Traders tell me that they have been 
pressing Bridgend County Borough 
Council (BCBC) to bring in this 
outdoor market and everything was set 
up for it to move in a year ago but it 
was blocked by the council. 

“I am glad that they have finally 
seen sense, especially after the 
investment of more than £2m of public 
money, which has been made into the 
outdoor market. It’s a case of better 
late than never.” 


IN 21 DAYS YOU WON’T 
KNOW YOURSELF! 
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5 WEEK TRIAL 
MEMBERSHIP ONLY 


Open 

University 

advice desk 

AN Open University 
advice desk will be 
located at Bridgend 
Library on Monday, 
April 13,10.30am - 
2.30pm for anyone 
who would like 
advice/information 
concerning Open 
University study. 
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PORTHCAWL SIZZLES IN THE SUN ON 

A PERFECT BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 


ABOVE: Day trippers head for Coney Beach fun fair. 


THE TV news was devoted to the last- 
minute opening of Barry Island fun fair, 
at the weekend, but perhaps there was a 
spin-off for Porthcawl, as locals were 
prompted to head for the seaside too. 

Certainly, the town was about as busy as it 
could be, with beaches, bars and promenades 
all packed. 

There were long queues at the fish and chip 
shops, and Salt Lake car park was full to 
capacity, as day trippers enjoyed the sunshine 
in the town! 


[ 


ABOVE: 

Packed crowds near the Hi-Tide Inn. 
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Ken fig cadets see work in 
progress on Jumbo jets 



ABOVE: The cadets are pictured at 
British Airways Maintenance Cardiff 
(BAMC) at Cardiff Airport. 


Registered Clinical Dental Technicians 


Express Denture Clinic 

Denture Experts 


Implant Retained Dentures 
New Dentures - 5 day Service Available 
Free Initial Consultation and Advice 
Emergency Denture Repairs 
in 1 Hour 

New Flexible Dentures and 
Chrome Plates 
Home Visits Available C*, * a* a 




Eat, Smile & Talk 

with confidence 

Telephone - Cardiff: 029 20623222 
Talbot Green: 01443 222509 

Andrews Denture Clinic, 89 Whitchurch Road, Cardiff, CF14 3JP 
Threeways Dental Laboratory, Talbot Square, Talbot Green, CF72 8AB 


The First Step to a Better Smile 


On sale now 

from £24.99 one way 


SGT (ATC) Richard 
Peckham and Cl 
Chris Headon from 
2117 (Kenfig Hill) 
Squadron Royal Air 
Force Cadets took 
cadets from 2117 
Kenfig Hill and 
2426 (Pencoed) 
Squadron to British 
Airways 
Maintenance 
Cardiff (BAMC) at 
Cardiff Airport. 

Upon arrival, they 
were given a presentation 
about how the company 
is structured and the 
history of the facility. 

They were shown 
around three huge 


aircraft bays, two with 
Boeing 747s and one 
with a Boeing 777, all 
three at various stages of 
maintenance. The cadets 
were told about some of 
the opportunities for 
BAMC staff. 

The visit lasted 
approximately two hours 
and before the cadets 
departed, Cdt Sgt Jack 
Morris presented a slate 
Squadron plaque as a 
thank you for the visit. 

RAF Air Cadets offer 
young people the 
opportunity to gain 
nationally recognised 
qualifications such as 
BTEC Level 1-3, as part 
of the normal activities 
undertaken. If you are 


aged between 12 and in 
year-8 up to the age of 
17, male or female, come 
along and see what we 
can offer. 

You can contact the 
Squadron Adjutant by 
email at 

adj.2117@aircadets.org 
to arrange a visit or call 
us on 01656 670125. 

Lindsay Thomas 
(Secretary, CWC) 


Open cast dilemma 
sees AM promise to 
raise concerns in 
meeting with bosses 


SHADOW Welsh regeneration 
Minister Byron Davies has 
promised to raise the concerns 
with Celtic Energy which 
were brought up at the public 
meeting about the future of 
the Park Slip-Margam open 
cast mine site. 

Mr Davies has secured a meeting 
with the mining company’s bosses 
to discuss the future of this disused 
open cast mine at Kenfig Hill. 

A packed public meeting at the 
Talbot Institute heard that the 
work to restore the site is likely to 
cost £70m, but the amount 
available is just £5m. 

The meeting was called by Neath 
Port Talbot and Bridgend county 
borough councils and those present 
were told that both councils are 
working closely together to try to 
bring about some restoration of the 
site. 

They were told that further 
coaling had been ruled out by all 
parties but the site owners, Oak 
Regeneration, is based in the 
British Virgin Island and there are 
fears that it will fold if enforcement 


action is pursued against it. 

Mr Davies said: “We are in a 
dreadful position. People in Kenfig 
Hill, Pyle and Cefn Cribwr have 
lived with open-casting for more 
than 60 years and have now been 
told that the amount of money 
available to put things right is just 
a drop in the ocean. 

“In the meantime, the void at the 
old mine is full of water although, 
thankfully, Celtic Energy have 
started pumping again for the time 
being which has stopped water 
levels from rising.” 

He added: “I intend to explore 
the options with site operators 
Celtic Energy to see exactly what is 
achievable. I know that those 
present at the meeting want full 
restoration of the site back to what 
it was before mining took place and 
they also want the council to 
pursue enforcement action against 
the owners but there could be grave 
ramifications for the community 
and I want to be sure what these 
are before I back any particular 
course of action.” 


BUY FOR LESS 

fr and SAVE 
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Cardiff airp ort s 


The fastest way. 

from A to UCi 


Fares are one way including taxes and charges, only available on Flybe.com, subject to availability. Advance purchase may be required. Headline fare does not apply to all 
routes. Selected flights operational from 01.06.15. See website for full schedule details. Available for travel until 24.10.15. Not all flights operate for the entire travel period. 
Route information correct at time of going to print. No debit card fees apply. Bookings made by credit card or PayPal will incur a fee of 3% of the total transaction value, 
with a minimum charge of £5.00 per booking. 




£1000s 

on the BIGGEST BRANDS in our 

ANNUAL DISPLAY AND SURPLUS STOCK 

CLEARANCE 



Chairs for every occasion 
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SPRING ARRIVES IN PORTHCAWL - AND 

THERE’S ART AND JAZZ ON THE STREET! 



Porthcawl and District Art Society were out in force last Saturday (April 4) when regional 
AM Suzy Davies performed the official opening ceremony for the society’s Spring exhibition. 
A spokesman said: u The exhibition will be open most days, 11am to 4pm, in our gallery, 
which is upstairs in the Porthcawl Museum Building in John Street As well as opening 
the exhibition, Suzy Davies took the opportunity to visit the new Porthcawl Museum Victorian 
washroom exhibition (pictured below, left). Images by DAVID SWIDENBANK. 



...AND 
AT T, THAT 
JAZZ! 

Last Saturday 
(April 4) a genuine 
New Orleans-style 
jazz band made its 
way down John 
Street in 
Porthcawl. 

The band (pictured 
left and above 
right) by David 
Swidenbank, were 
out on the street to 
publicise the 
Porthcawl Jazz 
Festival. 

Taking the title this 
year of ‘Jazz on 
the Sands’, 
the event will take 
place over the 
weekend of April 
17-19. 


Kittens, young 
and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been neutered 

& microchipped 
Tel: (01656) 769855 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 

WWW.m aesteganim alrescue.co.uk 
Charity Number: 1020630 
Thanking everyone for their continued support 



Breast test unit in Pyle 


THE Breast Test Wales mobile 
screening unit is returning to 
Pyle and will be at the 
swimming pool from May 5 to 
June 22. 

Women aged between 50 and 70 this 
year, who live in Wales will 
automatically receive postal invitations 
to attend for screening, if they are 
registered with the following surgeries: 
Heathbridge House and North 


Comelly Surgery. 

Women who are aged over 70 will 
not automatically be invited for breast 
screening, but can request an 
appointment by telephoning Breast 
Test Wales on 02920 397222. 

Anyone concerned about a breast 
change should visit their GP without 
delay. 

For more information, please 
contact your GP practice or telephone 
Breast Test Wales on 02920 397222. 



Choir wins hearts 
and minds in Kent! 


FOLKESTONE RFC is celebrating its 
40th birthday and having heard 
Bridgend Male Voice Choir perform 
along the coast at Hythe last year, the 
club invited the choir to a concert in a 
seafront theatre. 

Organisers, Steve Hughes and 
Dawn Annandale, made arrangements 
which could only be described as of the 
very highest order. The following 
article from FRFC Rugby Club News 
was written by STEVE HUGHES. 

IN February last year, the 
Bridgend choir gave a concert 
in St Leonard’s Church in 
Hythe which was 

enthusiastically received by a 
captivated audience. 

An approach was made to the choir 
secretary, seeking a future 
performance in Folkestone which 
would be promoted by Folkestone 
Rugby Club. 

They promised to try and find a slot 
in their busy schedule and that contact 
culminated in their appearance at the 
Leas Cliff Hall on Saturday, March 
28. 

The audience were treated to a first 
class performance of song, together 
with an appearance by a young man 
(Laurence Long), a classical pianist 
who delighted everyone with his skill, 
dexterity and professionalism. 

The choir arrived on the Friday 
night for a two-day visit, staying at the 
Burlington Hotel and were full of 
praise for the service, food and 
accommodation provided. 

Early on Saturday morning, they 
spent two hours at the Leas Cliff Hall 
in rehearsal before making their way 
to the Folkestone Rugby clubhouse, 
where all 70 of them had been invited 
to a pre-match lunch. 

They stayed to help cheer on the 
First XV to a League win over close 
rivals Bromley, before leaving to 
prepare for the evening concert. 

The choir have gained a reputation 


throughout Europe for their 
professionalism and varied repertoire, 
and it was obvious to see why as the 
concert progressed. 

Led by their musical director, 
Rhiannon Williams-Hale, supported 
by Stephanie Bailey on the piano, they 
showed their versatility by singing a 
mixture of English, Welsh, French, 
Italian and German songs, including 
lots of the old favourites. 

They also premiered a new piece 
called ‘International Glory’ compiled 
by Rhiannon, which incorporated 
songs from all the countries 
participating in the Six Nations Rugby 
Championship. 

Laurence Long is a Kent prodigy, 
and having won all three of the 
Medway Young Musician of the Year 
competitions, gave an accomplished 
performance which belied his age of 
19 years. 

His contribution included classical 
pieces, traditional items and songs 
from the shows and he performed a 
four-handed piece with Stephanie, 
which received rapturous applause. 

After the concert, the choir and club 
members retired to the rugby club for 
a buffet and a post-concert, concert, or 
‘afterglow’ as the choir refer to it. 

In a relaxed couple of hours they 
entertained those who were fortunate 
to get back to the clubhouse with a 
mixture of old favourites, solos etc, 
literally ‘sang for their supper’ and left 
for the Burlington well after midnight. 

On seeing them off on Sunday 
morning, they emphasised how much 
they had enjoyed their weekend and 
were most complimentary about the 
welcome they had received and the 
hospitality shown them by the rugby 
club and its members. 

They are keen to pay a return visit 
and have promised to keep in touch 
and to seek a slot in their busy 
schedule and once again entertain us 
and those who were unfortunate 
enough to miss it this year. 


r 

Scott Wroe 

Hearing Centre £ 
Tel. 02920 707760 

1 Station Approach 
Penarth 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF64 3EE 

(Free parking opposite the Centre) 


Your Local Hearing Centre 

• The highest levels of service and 
aftercare 

• Hearing Tests 

• Independant Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

• The world’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak & Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all 
makes and models 

• Home visits available 
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Barry Island enjoys Easter 
bonanza... but the traffic 
jams are still a problem 


GLORIOUS 
weather and the 
return of the 
Pleasure Park 
combined to make 
last weekend one of 
the busiest on 
Barry Island in 
recent years. 

Thousands of people 
descended on the world 
famous resort by train, 
car, bus and on foot. It 
meant a bonanza for 
local businesses. 

One disappointment 
for visitors was the 
return of the Island 
bottleneck as cars 
queued on roads and in 
car parks as people 
made their way home. 

Some daytrippers left 
cars on the Island and 
returned home by train. 
Others took to social 
media - Jonathan 
Davies appealed to 
South Wales Police on 
Twitter at 4.19pm on 
Sunday: “Been stuck in 
Barry Island car park for 
well over an hour now, 
are you going to sort this 
traffic problem? Entire 
car park waiting.” 
SECOND ROAD 

South Wales Police 
took to Twitter and 
responded: “Police are 
not responsible for 
traffic management, but 
are in attendance to 
assist the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council to 
resolve this matter.” 

The next day the 
police warned: “Visitors 


to Barry Island are 
reminded of the 
expected delays today. 
We urge visitors to plan 
their journey and be 
patient.” 

Local councillor Nic 
Hodges said completion 
of a second road to the 
Island was vital. 

“It won’t answer all 
of the traffic problems 
that residents and 
tourists face, but it 
should help with getting 
emergency services on 
and off the Island, and 
provide an alternative 
route to reduce the 
traffic congestion. 

“Until then, the Vale 
Council needs to take 
responsibility for 
ensuring free-flowing 
traffic around the Island 
so that it doesn’t snarl 
up, as it did on the 
weekend.” 

Regional Assembly 
Member Andrew RT 
Davies commented: 
“The new road will 
eventually improve 
access to the area, but in 
the meantime there are 
two further bank holiday 
weekends to come. 

“A repeat of this 
weekend’s gridlock 
would do immeasurable 
harm to Barry Island’s 
reputation and if you 
believe some of the 
comments on Twitter, 
could put some people 
off returning in future.” 

One Barry councillor, 
Richard Bertin, called 
on the Vale Council to 
introduce a park and ride 


by GEM REPORTER 


scheme on Sundays and 
bank holidays using car 
parks in the town. 

‘INCREDIBLE’ 

On a positive note, he 
praised the Danter 
family for managing to 
bring the Pleasure Park 
back to use in such a 
short space of time. 

“In just 96 hours they 
did it and they really 
have done well. A big 
thank you must now go 
to the Danter family for 
bringing the Barry 
Island Pleasure Park 
back to life. They really 
have worked hard to get 
it ready in time for 
Easter. I cannot believe 
that they have done so 
much in so little time - 
it's incredible! 

“With a further £20m 
planned in investment, 
the future of Barry 
Island is looking good.” 

Alun Cairns said he 
had visited the Island a 
number of times over 
the weekend. 

“Many of the traders 
have benefitted from a 
spectacular weekend 
with the kind weather 
helping enormously. 

“It just goes to show 
that the fairground was 
worth fighting for - and 
I am so impressed with 
what the Danter family 
achieved in just a few 
days. 

“I have seen the plans 
for the next stages on the 
site and they are 



ROYSTON SUMERSALL, MIKE MacPHAIL, 
AND JASON LAWRENCE. 


There’s plenty of 
food for thought in 
‘The Cardiff Clink’ 

WHERE is the best 
place to eat out in 
Cardiff? There are 
lots of good places, 
but not many people’s 
first choice would be 
HM Prison Cardiff. 

Yes, that’s right, the 
prison in Adamstown. 

But surely, you think, 
the only way I’m going 
to eat prison food is if 
I’m doing ‘porridge’ for 
some wicked action 
that’s finally caught up 
with me. 

Well, you’d be wrong, 
because there’s now a 
restaurant at the prison 
serving fine food to 
anyone who walks in off 
the street and wants a 
good meal, and, not 
surprisingly, it’s called 
‘The Clink’. 

Cowbridge Rotary 
Club had a fascinating 
and enlightening 
presentation by two of 
its organisers, Jason 
Lawrence and Royston 
Sumersall. 

So what’s the point of 


for them to learn new 
knife skills? Well, this 
talk made people think. 

Going to prison can 
be expensive; it costs 
£46,000 per annum to 
keep each prisoner, and 
the re-offending rate 
nationwide when 
released is about 47 per 
cent, as they go back to 
their old ways. 

However, those 
who’ve worked at ‘The 
Clink’ don’t follow the 


first time in their lives. 

And the result? To 
date, none of them have 
re-offended. The 
Ministry of Justice is 
happy; this policy 
works. Of the 35 
released, 28 are in full¬ 
time employment, and 
one who ‘couldn’t boil 
water’ when he started is 
now a deputy pastry chef 
in London. 

So what does it cost 
to eat in at ‘The Clink’? 


have skills and 
qualifications which are 
in demand. They may 
have NVQ Level 3 
Customer Service or 
NVQ Level 2 Cookery. 
They have learned a 
having a restaurant at the work ethic of consistent 


national trend. They now There’s a seasonal menu, 
and prices range from £8 
to £14 and there are 
enough seats for 85 
diners. 

And is the food any 
good? Well, why not find 
out for yourself? 


prison? Surely the 
purpose of sending 
someone to prison is a 
payback to society, not 


delivery, six days a 
week, from 7am to 4pm, 
under a zero tolerance 
policy, maybe for the 


Your friends will be 
very intrigued when you 
say you love prison 
food! AB 


incredibly exciting. 

“I was very 
concerned to have seen 
the traffic problems that 
saw a number of visitors 
experience long delays 
in getting home. This 
could and should have 
been avoided. The Vale 
Council saw the work 
we did to bring the new 
fairground over many 
months, and everyone in 
Barry could have 
predicted a busy 
period.” 

The Vale Council 
acknowledged that 
traffic flow was still 
problematic, but 

emphasised that huge 


numbers had descended 
on the Island. 

Miles Punter, director 
of visible services, said: 
“It was a delight to see 
so many people 
choosing to visit Barry 
Island this Easter 
weekend. However, as 
was the case at resorts 
across Wales, 

exceptionally high 
visitor numbers placed a 
significant strain on 
local roads. 

“New traffic 

management 
arrangements were 
trialled over the 
weekend and while 
these had some effect, it 
is clear that further 
changes are needed. A 
review of traffic 


management 
arrangements is taking 
place this week to 
establish what 

improvements can be 
made in readiness for 
next weekend. 

“The new Barry 
Island link road, due to 
open this summer, will 
significantly reduce the 
strain on the existing 
single road to and from 
the resort. 

“However, in the 
meantime we would 
encourage as many 
visitors as possible to 
travel to the Island by 
using the park and ride 
facility in place at Barry 
Docks station. Or, if 
they live locally, on 
foot.” 


Visitors see the latest 
in health care work 


Dr Hussey is shown 
the new laundry room. 



STAFF and service 
users welcomed the 
Chief Medical 
Officer, Dr Ruth 
Hussey, to Penarth, 
and Deputy Health 
Minister Vaughan 
Gething AM to Barry 
on March 31 to take 
a tour of two 
successful health and 
social care projects in 
the Vale. 

Dr Hussey visited 
Redlands House, a 
sheltered 

accommodation unit in 
Penarth, and was able to 
see first-hand how 
Welsh Government 
funding has been used 
to improve services. 

Redlands House has 
been reconfigured to 
provide a safer 
environment and 
improved facilities, 
including two 
rehabilitation units that 
act as a ‘step down’ 
service which aims to 
assist individuals in 
regaining independence 
as quickly as possible. 

Older people are 
able to use the units 
while housing 
adaptations are being 
carried out in their own 
home. 

The remodelling of 
the council’s integrated 
health and social care 
customer contact centre 


in Barry has seen it 
achieve radical 
reductions in waiting 
times for adult social 
care services in the 
Vale. In 2013, the 
contact centre took 
responsibility for the out 
of hours GP service for 
the Vale and Cardiff. 

During the last 12 
months, it has 
accelerated rapidly to 
become the single point 
of contact for many of 
the people making 
enquiries about health 
and social care services, 
with many benefits in 
terms of quicker 
response times and 
more joined-up services. 

Phil Evans, Director 
of Social Services at the 
Vale Council, said: “The 
triage work undertaken 
by the contact centre 
ensures that callers are 
directed to the right 
service first time, 
whether it’s provided by 
the health service, the 
Vale Council, the 
voluntary sector, or all 
three working together.” 

“By providing a 
single point of contact 
for the people of the 
Vale, we have not only 
made our services easier 
to access but also 
significantly reduced 
response times for 
social care assessments. 


“At the same time, 
we have been making 
big improvements in our 
ability to provide joined 
up community health 
and social services that 
offer better reablement 
opportunities for people 
and good quality longer- 
term care.” 


GEM READERS’ 

LETTERS/ EXTRA 


Praise for Welsh 
NHS hospital staff 


Ft 


URTHER to a 
letter in last 
week’s GEM, 
may I, too, add my 
thanks to the NHS, 
especially the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend. 

My husband went 
there as an emergency 
admission when 
Llandough Hospital was 
full. The treatment he 
received was the best, 
especially when he had 
pneumonia, and if it had 
not been for the prompt 
attention of the nursing 
staff he might not be 
here now. 

The staff were 
absolutely marvellous 
with us all through this 
ordeal, with patience and 
consideration, always a 


smile when appropriate, 
and a kind word when 
needed. 

Unfortunately, my 
husband was then 
transferred to Heath 
Hospital. What a 
change - it was dirty and 
depressing. It seemed as 
though he was put there 
and then abandoned. 

Luckily for us, the 
doctor dealing with my 
husband did a 
marvellous job and 
explained 

everything so it was not 
all bad. The nursing staff 
seemed to be under 
pressure all the time. 

So, once again, many 
many thanks to the 
doctors and nursing 
staff. 

Mrs Field, 

Rhoose 


‘NHS support is 
much appreciated’ 

I N last week’s GEM - Thursday, April 
2, there was a letter ‘Long live the 
Welsh NHS’ from a gentleman in 
Aberthin. 

I find it a bit coincidental that I find myself in 
almost the same situation. I am 70 years old, and 
have regular blood tests and because of this, was 
eventually diagnosed with prostate cancer, and have 
now finished my hormone injections. 

I had three, and I’m about to start the 
radiotherapy treatment next week at Velindre 
Hospital. 

His sentiments I can only echo thus far. I 
sincerely hope that his full recovery continues at a 
pace. 

Mr J Warner, 

Cowbridge. 

Alleyway is 
transformed 

1 WOULD like to congratulate the 
artists and their helpers on the 
transformation of the alleyway 
between the Star pub and Bad Habits 
skate shop. 

I have watched them working over the last few 
weeks and visited the finished works on Saturday, 
April 4, and am very impressed. This has 
brightened up a forgotten comer of the centre of 
Bridgend and I hope that Bridgend County 
Borough Council and Bridgend Town Council will 
support future initiatives of this kind. 

Mark Steer, 

(A frequent shopper in Bridgend) 


Bfon 3lan ILtti -o 

Cowbridge ^ 
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80 % w 

OFF DESIGNER SHOES 
& HANDBAGS 

at The Ballroom, The Bear Hotel, Cowbridge 


Thursday April 9th, 10am ‘til 8pm late night - join us for bubbles. 
Friday 10th, 10am-6pm. 

Saturday 11th, 10am-6pm. c** 

Sunday 12th, 11am-5pm. m ^ - 

Monday 13th, 10am-2pm. 


T: 01446 775226 


m 



Great savings on brands such as Armani, Ugg, Moshino, 
Sam Edleman, K&S, Rodo, ASH & DVF to choose from. 
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Your new 
Asda Barry 
opens 10am 
Monday 
13th April 


ie 

Ffordd Y Mileniwm CF62 5AT 

www.ASDA.com/barry 


Intrepid explorer Sir 
Ranulph (71) tackles 
toughest footrace on 
earth for Marie Curie 


WITH his gruelling 
Marathon des Sables 
challenge for Marie Curie 
less than a week away, Sir 
Ranulph Fiennes visited 
the charity’s Cardiff and 
the Vale hospice recently 
for a last-minute kit check 
in Penarth. 

The intrepid explorer went to 
the hospice to meet Cardiff-based 
trainer Rory Coleman for 
instructions and a final run- 
through of his kit before jetting 
out to the Sahara desert to take 
on the ‘toughest footrace on 
earth’. 

The 71-year-old Sir Ranulph is 
hoping to raise millions for the 
charity by completing the six- 
day, 251 km/156 mile event, and 
become the oldest Briton to do 
so in the process. 

Since news of Sir Ranulph’s 
Marathon des Sables challenge 
was announced in January, 
supporters from around the world 
have been sending him good 
wishes. 

He received a special message 
from Prince Charles, who wrote 
to Sir Ranulph to wish him the 
very best of luck out in the 
Sahara. 

Sir Ranulph Fiennes said: “I 
have been extremely humbled by 
the messages of support I have 
received, not least from the 
Prince, ahead of this challenge. 

“After months of training, I 



Sir Ranulph Fiennes is ready for 
his Marathon des Sables 
challenge. 


feel ready to go, and my focus is 
solely on completing this event 
in order to support Marie Curie 
and the marvellous work this 
charity does for people living 
with a terminal illness, and their 
families.” 

In order to equip himself for 
the searing 50-degrees centigrade 
heat of the Sahara, Sir Ranulph 
will be carrying specialist kit 
with him throughout the 
Marathon des Sables. His 
running trainers will be fitted 
with gators to prevent the sand 
from getting into his shoes, while 
his backpack will be filled with a 
number of compulsory items 
including food, salt tablets and a 
medical kit. 

Trainer Rory Coleman has 


given Sir Ranulph a detailed 
briefing of all the kit he will be 
carrying during the event. 

He said: “The Marathon des 
Sables is a test of self- 
sufficiency. Sir Ranulph will be 
running through the desert with 
everything he needs on his back: 
his sleeping bag, spare clothes 
and even an anti-venom pump 
for snake bites and scorpion 
stings - but we’ll be hoping he 
won’t be using that part of his 
medical kit! 

“Sir Ranulph has been through 
a tough training schedule, and I 
feel he is now well prepared for 
what lies ahead. I can’t wait to 
see him with the finishers’ medal 
around his neck at the finish 
line.” 

Sir Ranulph Fiennes has 
already raised £6.3million for 
Marie Curie. In 2007, despite 
suffering from vertigo, he 
climbed the Eiger by its north 
face for the charity. 

In May 2009, at the age of 65, 
he climbed to the summit of 
Mount Everest, again for Marie 
Curie, making him the oldest 
British person to achieve this. 

To follow Sir Ranulph’s 
challenge visit 

www.mariecurie .org .uk/ranulph. 
To donate, visit 

www.justgiving.com/ranulph or 
text RUN to 70007 to donate £5 
plus a message of support to Sir 
Ranulph. 


SLEEP OUT WITH EMMAUS 


ON Friday, April 17, in Bridgend Town 
Centre, Emmaus South Wales will be 
organising Emmaus South Wales Sleep Out. 

“You can look forward to an enjoyable evening 
sleeping out in solidarity with the many homeless 
people in Bridgend county borough. Sleep Out with 
friends, family members, work colleagues or just 
come along and make friends along the way!” a 
spokesperson said. 

“Food and hot drinks will be provided on the 
night, as well as great live music and activities, 



including a raffle and our famous pub quiz! Anyone 
can take part; men, women and children all are 
welcome. Anyone under the age of 18 must be 
accompanied by an adult on the night.” 

Emmaus South Wales has set up a ‘BT My 
Donate’ page for you to use. Simply go to 
http://mydonate.bt.com/events/sleepout2015/211751 
and click ‘Start Fundraising’ to create your own 
sponsorship page. For more information, telephone 
01656 648426: Email- 
events @ emmaus southwales .org.uk 



If you look under 25 and want to buy alcohol you will need to prove your age. Challenge 25. No I.D. No sale. Offer available at 
Asda Barry only, while stocks last. Currently £30 in other Asda stores. Offer available from 10am on Monday 13th April 2015. Offer ends 
19th April 2015. 


Macmillan Legacy Garden a 
‘first’ for RHS Flower Show 


A SINGLE legacy left to 
Macmillan, no matter what 
size, is important and 
valuable - that is the theme 
of the first ever Macmillan 
garden created by a Vale 
garden designer for RHS 
Flower Show Cardiff. 

The Macmillan Legacy Garden, 
designed for free by Melinda 
Thomas from Llancarfan, aims to 
promote the importance of gifts in 
wills. Visitors will be able to visit 
the garden throughout the RHS 
Show (April 17-19). 

Bridgend-born royal fashion 
designer David Emanuel will open 
the Macmillan garden. Former 
I’m a Celebrity contestant David 
was diagnosed with prostate 
cancer in 2012 and is now a 
Macmillan Ambassador. 

Garden designer Melinda 
Thomas (48) is currently studying 
horticulture and landscape design 
at Bridgend College. This is her 
first solo show garden. Her 
previous involvement at the RHS 
Flower Show Cardiff was in a 
joint initiative between the college 
and Cardiff City Council in 2014, 
and this achieved a bronze medal. 

Melinda said: “Most people 



Garden designer 
Melinda Thomas. 


know someone affected by cancer. 
The landlady in our village pub 
always takes part in Macmillan’s 
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning - 
so I’ve always been very aware of 
Macmillan. 

“What really resonated with me 
as I was designing the garden is 
that no matter how big or small a 
legacy - funds that are donated to 
Macmillan are important and the 


foundation of its work. This is 
what I’ve tried to visualise 
through the low walls that weave 
through the space. 

“I wanted the Macmillan 
Legacy Garden to be somewhere 
for contemplation, quiet, peaceful, 
somewhere for people to feel 
comfortable. It needs to be 
inviting and features lots of 
natural, semi-shaded plants, using 
lots of green and white.” 

There are currently 130,000 
people living with cancer in Wales 
- a number set to double by 2030. 
Without the necessary funding, 
helping people to reclaim their 
lives from cancer through 
medical, practical, financial or 
emotional support, will prove 
more of a challenge than ever. 

Jonathan Frost, Macmillan’s 
legacy manager said: “We hope 
that the theme of the Macmillan 
Legacy Garden this year will 
inspire visitors to think about 
leaving a legacy. Many people 
don’t realise that gifts in wills can 
be of any shape and size. Just £50 
will pay for two hours of a 
Macmillan nurse’s time.” 

To find out more about leaving 
a gift to Macmillan in your will, 
call 08001 074448 or visit 

macmillan .org .uk/legacies. 
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Brave Elizabeth says: ‘Sign up for the Walk for Life’ 


KIDNEY disease patient Elizabeth 
Edwards (20) from Bridgend is urging 
locals to sign up for the Walk for Life 
event in Llantrisant on April 26, in order 
to raise much-needed funds for Kidney 
Wales. 

Unfortunately for Elizabeth, who is a staunch 
supporter of the Welsh charity, she has had to step 
back from volunteering at the Walk for Life event 
this year due to extensive dialysis treatment, but 
hopes to return to support and participate at next 
year’s event. 

The five mile Walk for Life event will be one of 
many similar events occurring across Wales on April 
26 to support the Welsh charity. 

Kidney Wales Walk for Life events are organised 
by volunteers who organise a walk, gathering 
together colleagues, friends and family to participate 
in order to raise vital funds and awareness for kidney 
patient care and well-being. The Llantrisant Walk 
for Life event is run by Matthew Harris and his wife 
Helen. Matthew got involved with Kidney Wales 
when his wife was diagnosed with kidney problems. 

Matthew said: “I started doing this on a personal 
level because of what happened to my wife, but it’s 
people like Elizabeth that we really want to help. 
Kidney Wales does such great work for kidney 
disease patients across the country, so we’re always 
happy to help. The walk is well attended year on 


year, we consistently get more than 100 people, and 
it has a real family-friendly atmosphere.” 

Elizabeth first experienced kidney failure at the 
age of twelve, and says that the past eight years have 
been extremely difficult for both her and her family. 
Elizabeth has undergone two transplant operations 
since her diagnosis, but sadly both of her new 
kidneys have failed, and she’s now on six to eight 
hours of dialysis five days a week. 

The waiting list for kidney transplants in the UK 
is typically lengthy, so the disappointment of a failed 
transplant can often be difficult to take. 

However, Elizabeth remains in good spirits, 
saying that the support she receives from Kidney 
Wales has inspired her to participate with 
fundraising and campaigning for the Welsh charity 
as soon as she is well enough. 

Elizabeth was a volunteer at last year’s event, 
however the necessity of constant medical attention 
has made it impossible for her to return this year. 
The fact that she spends so much time in and out of 
hospital means that while she’s on dialysis, she is 
unable to study or work full time. 

Elizabeth said: “It’s really unfortunate that I can’t 
help out with this year’s Walk for Life event in 
Llantrisant. I can’t stress enough how grateful I am 
to Kidney Wales for the work that they do, they’re 
absolutely fantastic and have provided me with so 
much support. As soon as I’m well enough 
definitely be helping them fundraise as much as 


can. Hopefully next year I can help out with Walk 
for Life!” 

Roy Thomas, Kidney Wales chairman, said: “We 
are incredibly grateful for people like Elizabeth who, 
in spite of great adversity, still aspire to do great 
work for us. She’s exactly the sort of person we’re 
here to support, but her desire to help out too is truly 
admirable. 

“It’s sad that she won’t make it to Walk for Life in 
Llantrisant, but she’s in our thoughts and we’re 
hopeful that this year’s event will be as successful as 
ever, so we can support people like Elizabeth as 
much as possible in their time of need.” 

Llantrisant’s Walk for Life is set to take place on 
the morning of Sunday, April 26. Registrations are 
now open, and the event is for people of all ages and 
abilities. 

For more information and to join the Walk for Life 
in your area please contact Bethan Palfrey at Kidney 
Wales Foundation bethan@kidneywales.com or 
02920 343940. Alternatively, visit: 

www.kidney wales .com 




Local company supports YFC 


LEFT: 

Richard 

Taylor 

presenting 

the shield 

to Neath 

YFC. 
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£349 in other 

Asda stores 
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Offer available at Asda Barry only, while stocks last. Currently £349 in other Asda stores. Offer available from 10am on Monday 13th 
April. Offer ends 19th April 2015. Subject to availability. 


What’s on and where? 


Bute talk 
PENARTH Local History 
Society will hear a talk entitled 
‘2nd Marquis of Bute’ by 
Richard Britton at 7.30pm 
today (Thursday, April 9) at 
the All Saints Church Lesser 
Hall, Penarth. 

New members welcome. For 
further details, contact Brian 
Fisher on 029 2051 4500, or 
Michael Gandy on 029 2070 
0211. 

Vale AM’s surgery 
VALE AM Jane Hutt will be 
holding a surgery this Friday 
(April 10) at Trinity Church 


Hall, Barry, from 4pm-6pm. 

She will be holding another 
surgery at the Senior Health 
Shop, 38 Holton Road, Barry, on 
Tuesday, April 14 from 10am-12 
noon. 

No appointments necessary. 

Bowling club 
coffee morning 
THERE will be a coffee 
morning at Murch Bowling 
Club, Sunnycroft Lane, Dinas 
Powys, 10am-12.30pm on 
Saturday, April 11. 

On sale will be Bric-a-brac, 
cakes, books and nearly new 
items. All welcome. 


Labour surgery 
THE Labour Vale and town 
councillors for Castleland 
ward, Chris Elmore, Pamela 
Drake, Karl Kuhnell and Lew 
Sword will be holding their 
monthly advice surgery on 
Saturday, April 11 from 
10.30am-12 noon in Castleland 
Community Centre, Belvedere 
Crescent, Barry. 

No appointment necessary. 


LOCAL company Perpetual Shield, presented to the team Gelligaer YFC. The county 

Ashdown Fencing was w i nn i n § team Neath YFC, by day took place on Saturday, 
delighted to support founder of Ashdown), who also April 4 at Amelia Trust Farm. 
Glamorgan YFC at their judged the competition. Results and awards for the day 

county field day in the Richard was also thrilled to were revealed and presented at the 

fence erecting competition. Competition 6 that “begin thiTyear Three Horse Shoes in Moulton ’ 
The company introduced and and presented shields, donated by a ^ er competitions had ended, 
donated the Ashdown Fencing Ltd Ashdown, to the winning junior All members enjoyed the day! 


Fill up at your 
new Asda Barry 
Petrol Station 





Ffordd Y Mileniwm CF62 5AT 

www.ASDA.com/barry 
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sunset at St Lythan’s Dolmen 


RECENTLY, a small 
group could be seen 
in a Vale field filming 
the western sky. They 
were videoing the 
setting sun as it went 
down behind the 
striking chambered 
tomb, St Lythan’s, in 
its hilltop position 
overlooking the 
Bristol Channel and 
the Somerset hills. 

Chambered tombs, 
called dolmens when 
they are exposed rather 


than covered by banks of 
earth, are a feature of 
hill and coastal sites in 
Britain. The two 
examples locally, 
Tinkinswood and St 
Lythan’s are both well 
signed, cared-for and 
visited, and very close to 
each other. 

St Lythan’s is an 
unusual site, which is 
why the group was 
there. Throughout 
Britain there are very 
few chambered tombs 
with portholes, holes 


Can you find a 
home for Joe? 


The GEM has joined forces with the 
Dogs Trust to find suitable homes for 
canines at the Bridgend rehoming centre. 

JOE is a bright 
and active one- 
year-old Collie 
cross. He loves 
his toys and 
having a good 
run off-lead. 

He does mix 
with other dogs 
and this will need to be kept up once in a 
home. 

He does have some behavioural issues as a result 
of inconsistent handling in the past, so he will need 
to live with experienced, confident owners, so that 
Joe gets all the training he requires; and also to 
follow the behavioural program requested by our 
trainers. 

Joe would prefer to live in an adult-only home. 
With the work put in, Joe will make a fun and 
rewarding companion. 

LINDA FEAGAN 
Supporter Relations Officer, 
Dogs Trust Bridgend. 



deliberately created in 
the stone. There are 
perhaps three - the 
others being at Trevethy 
Quoit in Cornwall, and 
at Heston Brake in 
Monmouthshire. 

The chamber at St 
Lythan’s is made of 
three large upright 
stones which support a 
large capstone and it 
runs east to west on the 
skyline. The porthole 
stone itself is of human 
height and the triangular 
hole is at face height at 
the west end of the 
chamber. 

St Lythan’s porthole 
is remarkable because 
measurements suggest 
that it is aligned to 
where the setting sun 
meets the horizon at the 
time of the spring 
equinox, around March 
21. In theory, on that 
day the porthole could 
be filled with the circle 
of the setting sun exactly 
as it touches the skyline. 

It was in the hope of 
catching this moment 
that the group took 
cameras into the field to 
film the sunset. Two 
cameras were placed at 
different angles, one at a 
distance to show the 
western sky and the 
dolmen in its setting, the 
other closer and directed 
at the porthole itself. 

Both cameras then 
ran for 50 minutes to 
capture before, during 
and after the sunset. 

Although the 

measurements taken two 
years earlier suggested 
that the alignment 
existed, overcast skies 
had made it impossible 


to film. On this 
occasion too, there was 
cloud, and the 
temperature was cold, 
about three degrees but 
feeling colder. 

There was a moment 
of panic as the cloud 
tried to obscure the sun 
as it actually came close 
to the horizon but the 
warmth of the sun 
pushed the cloud back. 

There was panic as 
the camera angle was 
too low and the tripod 
had to be held higher to 
catch the moment. Then 
the moment came, not 
just sunlight, but the sun 
itself appeared at the 
porthole and blazed 
through. 

The moment was 
captured and the entire 
filming was then 
condensed into a video 
lasting just under four 
minutes which can be 
seen on youtube (type in 
porthole st lythans) or on 
the group website at 
www.co guru .co .uk/stlyth 
ans. It will be shared 
with anyone with an 
amateur or professional 
interest. 

One way to 
understand the 

achievement of the 
dolmen builders 6,000 
years ago, is to try an 
experiment with a west¬ 
facing window. Facing 
west, use a directional 
compass and make a 
mark on the window 
where the skyline is at 
270 degrees. 

This is the point 
where the spring 
equinox sun will touch 
your skyline. This is the 
same point as the one 


where the sun fills the 
porthole and directly 
enters the chambered 
tomb. 

Stonehenge and other 
sites are aligned to the 
solstices and equinoxes 
and many religious sites 
are aligned east to west, 
and we make guesses as 
we try to understand the 
reasoning behind these 
choices made by our 
ancestors. 

We now know that, at 
St Lythan’s, on the day 
when day and night are 
of equal length, there is 
an alignment between 
the setting sun on the 
skyline, the porthole, 
and the interior of the 
chamber, with whoever, 
or whatever was in 
there. 

It could have been 
people, bones, perhaps a 
missing east-facing 
stone - which, for all we 
know, also had a 
porthole. Whatever it 
was, for the moment we 
can only guess. But, as 
the recent filming 
shows, new evidence 
can emerge. 

There has been little 
or no speculation about 
this rounded triangular 
shaped hole in the west¬ 
facing orthostat at St 
Lythan’s. Yet there is a 
case for interest and a 
need for new thinking, 
new ideas about this 
kind of feature. 

This is a mystery 
right here in our area and 
the porthole and 
alignment features at St 
Lythan’s are unique. 

VALERIE EVANS 



HAVE A NIGHT IN 
FOR MACMILLAN! 


1 AM writing to you to ask 
your readers to have a 
Night In for Macmillan 
this May - it is simply about 
having friends round for a 
catch-up, a laugh and 
something to eat and drink. 
There’s no 2am taxi to find 
and no queue at the bar - 
instead, Macmillan wants you 
to enjoy some quality time in 
with your favourite people. 

Last year, our supporters across the 
UK raised an amazing £2m by hosting 
a Night In. This year, we’re appealing 
for people across Wales to sign up to 
host their own Night In and help us to 
raise even more to support people 
affected by cancer. 

Night In is a fun, hassle-free way to 


help raise money for Macmillan and 
ensure no one faces cancer alone. It’s 
simple to arrange and, best of all, you 
get to have a good time with friends 
while supporting Macmillan. We’ll 
even make sure you get a Night In kit 
to get the night off to a great start. 

There are a million reasons for a 
Night In this May. To make a 
difference, simply register your 
interest at http://nightin.org.uk, wait 
for your free Night In kit and ask your 
friends to donate whatever they can 
afford to your Night In. 

For information or support from 
Macmillan, call us free on 0808 808 
00 00 (Monday to Friday, 9am-8pm) 
or visit macmillan.org.uk. 

Susan Morris, 

(General manager for Macmillan in 
Wales, telephone 01656 867 960). 
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give your kitchen a 
aaical transformati< 


magical transformation 
* ...with replacement * t 
kitchen doors & worktops. 


Laminate, Solid Wood or Painted Doors available, all made to measure 

Most jobs completed in a dqy • No need to empty cupboards 
Fitted within 7 days of order • Looks as good as new * 

OUR MAGICAL FITTING SERVICE IS NOW FREE 

WO MESS • LESS GOST • WO FUSS 
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Welsh actor Mark 
will put himself to 
the test to aid the 
work of Marie Curie 


WELSH actor 
Mark Lewis Jones 
is supporting 
Marie Curie and 
the charity’s work 
in Wales. 

Mark, who lives in 
Cardiff, is well known 
to TV audiences for his 
roles in shows such as 
Baker Boys and hit Sky 
drama Stella, where he 
plays the character of 
Rob. 

Recently, Mark paid 
a visit to the Marie 
Curie Cardiff and the 
Vale Hospice in Penarth 
to learn more about the 
charity’s work - and 
said he was ‘inspired’ 
after witnessing the 
special relationship 
between staff and 
patients. 

He said: “I’ve had the 
privilege to be 
introduced to the staff 
and some of the 
patients, and I found it 
very overwhelming and 
inspiring - it is an 
extraordinary place. 

“The care and 
support that is given is 
remarkable - nothing is 
too much trouble for the 
nurses. 

“I am very proud to 
be a part of this now, 
and I’m looking to do 
anything I can to 
support Marie Curie and 



Marie Curie supporter Mark Lewis Jones, 
pictured with staff nurse Rebecca Mort. 


their work supporting 
people living with a 
terminal illness, and 
their families, across 
Wales.” 

When he’s away from 
the set, Mark is an ultra¬ 
marathon runner, 
competing in Welsh 
events such as the 
Brecon to Cardiff Ultra 
and the Barry 40. 

He is hoping he will 
be able to support Marie 
Curie by raising funds 
for the charity through 
one of his gruelling tests 
of endurance. 

He added: “Having 
done a lot of ultra¬ 
marathons it would be 


nice to find one 
somewhere in Wales 
and use that in order to 
raise the profile of 
Marie Curie throughout 
Wales, but also to raise 
funds for this great 
charity.” 

Perhaps Mark’s 
biggest personal 
challenge to date was 
running the Marathon 
des Sables last year with 
Hinterland actor 
Richard Harrington - 
the very same challenge 
that Sir Ranulph 
Fiennes is about to 
embark on in support of 
Marie Curie. 


Special angling match helps schools 


DOW CORNING Sea 
Angling Club, with 
support from the Sea 
View lads, held a 
charity match from 
Cold Knap beach to 
Porthkerry to help 
raise funds for 
children who attend 
Ysgol Y Deri (who 
formerly went to 
Ashgrove/Ty Dyfan 
schools) and have 
learning and physical 
difficulties - £2,350 
went to Ysgol Y Deri, 
Penarth and £1,000 to 
Ty Robyn Goch in 
Barry (105 anglers 
turned out on the 
day). 

The weather was good 
and a few fish came to 
the scales. Winner Chris 
Equal of Cardiff gave 
his £50 pool money back 
(with 3 .OOkgs of Whiting 
and Dogfish). 

Second was Gerald 
John, of Dow Coming, 
with a couple of Codling 
for 2.2kgs;and third was 
last year’s winner, 
Andrew Hutchins of 
Cardiff, with 1.75 kgs. 

Many thanks to all 


who donated: Dow 
Corning, Seashore Grill 
- quizzers, Lyndon 
Scaffolding, Vopak, Cape 
DBI, Paul-SHS, LME 
UK, Salevon, Unite, Ask 
Frank, SeaView Lads, 
Atec, Zulu Eng, Ameraal 
Belttech, FLT, Samat, 
PM.Rees, BW Autos, 
Lush’s Penarth, Tracy 
Evans, FPI Cardiff, 
AWEC, Cherry Orchard, 
Tynewydd Inn, 
Anchorman Charters, 
Treforest Tiling, John 
Griffiths, Reg Aspinall, 
Holton Rd Angling, 

Barry Angling, Ewenny 
Angling, Keens Angling, 
Bobs Tackle, Paul 
Davies, Steve Jones, 

Tony Gwyther, Steve 
Rees and WFSA. Thanks 
to the Ship Hotel for the 
room and to Tess, Sian, 
Natalie and Julie for the 
food and raffle and 
finally, Phil and Jimmy 
for the bookings. 
November 8, 2015 is the 
next charity match. 

John Little 



John Little of Dow Corning and wife Tess are pictured presenting a 
cheque for £2ff50 to Mr Chris Britton, headmaster of Ysgol Y Deri 
watched by some of the children. 


NATIONAL TRUST 
AT THE DUKE 

OUR April meeting at The Duke of 
Wellington in Cowbridge on April 15 will 
commence at 7pm with the AGM. 

This will be followed by a talk at 7.30pm by Peter 
Sampson on Flat Holm and its role in protecting the 
Channel ports from attack by men and disease, and 
its role in the invention of radio communication. 

Jane Hydon, Chair 

Vale of Glamorgan Association of National Trust. 



complete care solutions 


Exceeding your 
expectations... 


AWARD WINNING 

Quality Care at Competitive Prices 

From simple help in the home to 24 hour care, 

we can help you to keep your independence. 

Serving the Vale and surrounding areas for 14 years! 

Tailor made plans to suit your individual needs and budgets. 
For a no-obligation assessment and quote please call us. 

STAFF: WE WELCOME APPLICATIONS FROM MOTIVATED, 
QUALIFIED NURSES AND EXPERIENCED CARE STAFF. 

01656 863963 

0 , Our staff have been winners or finalists of Care Forum 

1 |Bj Wales Awards nearly every year since its inception in 2000 


Garden Machinery Specialists! 


BENTON 



Benton Agricultural Services Ltd 
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Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


Early Bird Spring Service 


Book Today tor Prftcte From; 

£43 

£48 

£144«.m«. 

♦ WEI Collection** 
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KawtMafci 


From Mohby to Professional Ground cart 


£589.00 .. 

FREE Winter Service 


Kawasaki Power Products 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don't replace the Frames.^ Just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 


2 
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Priority Fntephona 

0800 61 21 118 

ww cloud y 2clwAr.com 


we make saving money perfectly clear 
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Out and About with The 


GEM 


Let us know what’s on and 
where in your area - email 
gemeditorial @ tindlenews .co .uk 
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Saturday 9.30am 
Maesteg Sports Centre, 
Maesteg 

Lorraine 01446 734710 

Saturday 9:30am and 
11:30am 

Brackla Community 
Centre, Brackla 
Rhian - 07837 280013 
Monday 5.30pm 
Gilgal Church Hall, 
Woodland Avenue, 
Porthcawl CF36 5HU 
Beverley 07912 172674 
Mondays 5:30pm 
and 7:30pm 
Tabernacle Church 
Kings Square, Barry 
Lorraine 01446 407002 
Mondays 5:30pm and 
7:30pm 

Elfed Avenue United 
Church, Elfed Avenue, 
Penarth 

Nia 07793 885581 

Tuesdays 9:30am 
Parish of Our Lady & St 
llltyd, (Catholic 
Church), Ham Lane 
East, Llantwit Major 
Helen 01446 750738/ 
07968355119 
Tuesdays 5:30pm and 
7:30pm 

Parish of Our Lady & St 
llltyd, (Catholic 
Church), Ham Lane 
East, Llantwit Major 
Helen 01446 750738/ 
07968355119 
Tuesdays 5:30pm 
Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian, Church 
Hall, Trinity Street, Barry 
Joanne 01446 404897 
Tuesdays 5.30pm 
Bryntirion (Penybont) 
Football Club 
Llangewydd Road 
Bridgend 



Tuesday 5.30pm 
Ebenezer Church Hall, 
opp. Surgery, North 
Cornelly CF33 4LB 

Dee 07733 267369 

Tuesdays 5:30pm and 
7:30pm 

The Welfare Hall, 

Hope Avenue, Next To 
The Old Cinema, 
Aberkenfig, CF32 9PR 
Lorraine 01656 734710 
Tuesdays 6:30pm 
The Old School, South 
Road, Sully CF64 5TG 
Nicola-01446 740394 
Tuesdays 7:30pm 
St Marys Catholic 
Church Hall, Ewenny 
Road, Bridgend 
Graham 07475 865005 
Wednesday 9.30am 
Ebenezer Church Hall, 
opp. Surgery, North 
Cornelly CF33 4LB 
Dee 07733 267369 
Wednesdays 6:00pm 
Cadoxton Methodist 
Church, Church Road, 
Barry 

Joanne 01446 404897 

Wednesdays 4:45pm 
and 6:45pm 
St Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-Y-Castell, Barry 
Annamarie 01446 
736534 
Wednesday 
5.30 & 7.30 pm 
Bridgend Deaf Club, 
Coychurch Road, 
Bridgend 

Helen - 01656 720963 

Thursdays 9.30am 
Nolton Church Hall 
Merthyr Mawr Road 
Bridgend 

Donna 01656 669739 
07790797008 



i mt *r tr neat Um > * try 

slimmingworld.com 

0644 897 8000 I) 


Thursdays 10.15am 
St Helen’s Church Hall, 
Wyndham Street, Barry 
CF63 4EL 

Nicola - 01446 740394 

Thursday at 5.30pm 
Pencoed RFC 
Felindre Road, Pencoed 
Donna 01656 669739 
07790797008 
Thursday - 5:30pm 
Scout Hall, 

Minerva Street 
Bridgend 

Rhian - 07837 280013 

Thursdays 5:30pm 
Highlight Park 
Community Centre, Barry 

Annamarie 01446 
736534 

kSlttwnifMi 


"J 


WHAT’S ON AND WHERE 
IN VALE AND BRIDGEND 


Artist on show 

A LLANTWIT Major 
artist, Patricia Mears, 
is currently showing 
her work in Barry 
with a group of 
paintings ‘The Stones 
Remain’, featuring 
ruins of Welsh abbeys 
and churches from 
Tintern Abbey to St 
David’s Cathedral, 
Pembrokeshire. 

She is chairperson of 
Llantwit Major arts and 
crafts group and the 
exhibition is in the cafe 
on Barry Station, run by 
Mind in the Vale, 
together with the Vale 
of Glamorgan Artists 
and is open until May 8 
from 8 am - 12 noon on 
weekdays. 

An invitation 
to Horeb 
Baptist 
Chapel 

A GOSPEL meeting is 
being held at Horeb 
Baptist Chapel, 

Dinam Close, 
Nantymoel CF32 7PU 
on April 9 at 6pm. 

Dr Dennis Petty will 
be bringing a gospel 
message to encourage 
all who attend. 

For more 

information, call Pastor 
Chris Bluto on 01443 
675424. 

Valeways 

walks 

April 9, Up to the 
Downs; meet 
Portobello car park, 
Ogmore at 10.30am. 

April 12, Gemau 
cudd glan y mor; meet 
Dunraven car park at 
2pm. 

April 14, New ‘Walk 
& Click’; cameras 
required, meet 
Cowbridge livestock 
market 12 pm. 

April 14, Hidden 
Valley and Coastal 
Views. Meet Dinas 
Powys common, 
opposite Twyncyn at 


►'*> YU 


YOU ARE PERSONALLY INVITED TO 
MEET 


at the 


MYfTttY EVENING 

HGN Studios 
The Main Hall 

Cowbridge Comprehensive School 
Friday 24 th April 2015 
7.00 tor 7:30 pm 
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1.30pm. 

Concert in 
memory of Cal 
Newman 

AN acoustic concert is 
being held in memory 
of Cal Newman. 

All proceeds will go 
to ‘Guitars for 
Disadvantaged 
Children’. 

It is on April 10 at 
Barry Island Sports and 
Social Club at 8pm. 

Tickets £5 each, 
available at the 
sponsors Marco’s Cafe, 
Barry Island and Cranes 
music store, St Mary’s 
Street, Cardiff. 

Acts include: Jelly 
Roll Jones, Sicknote 
Steve, Hank 
Hillman,Viv Hinds 
Payne, Dave Lee Jones, 
Pip and more! 

Bowls coffee 

THERE will be a 
coffee morning at 
Llantwit Major Bowls 
Club this Saturday, 
April 11 from 10am - 
12pm. 

A £3 entrance fee 
will include tea/coffee 
and biscuit, plus free 
top-up. There will be a 
cake stall, book stall 
and bric-a-brac stall. 
Everyone welcome. 

Tabletop sale 

THERE will be a 
tabletop sale in 
Peterston-Super-Ely 
Church and 
Community Hall on 
Saturday, April 11 
from 10am - 12 noon. 

Entry is free and 
everyone is welcome. 

To book a table and 
further details contact 
Pat on 01446 760267, 


tables are £5. 

The usual village 
market is held on the 
second Saturday of 
every month from 
10am - 12 noon, selling 
homemade cakes, 
preserves, produce, 
plants and a very 
extensive collection of 
books. 

Fairtrade coffee and 
teas served, all proceeds 
towards the 
improvement and 
maintenance of the hall. 

PC 

Evening of 
mediumship 

BARRY National 
Spiritualist Church 
and Centre presents 
an evening of 
mediumship with 
Moya O’Dwyer on 
Monday, April 13 at 
7pm. 

Pay at the door £5; 
all welcome. Buttrills 
Road, Barry CF62 8EF. 

JM 

Free advice 

FREE advice on 
benefits, pensions, will 
be available on April 
14 (9.30am to 
11.45am) at the Senior 
Health Shop, 38 
Holton Road, Barry. 
Home visits can be 
arranged. Contact 
01446 732385. 

Litter-free 

Cowbridge 

WE are meeting on 
Cowbridge Downs 
outside the Bryn 
Owain on Friday, 

April 17 at 10am. 

We intend to clear 
both sides of the 
Downs. 

Everyone is 



NEXT GREAT SHOW... 
CARDIFF TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SATURDAY, 11TH APRIL, 2015 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

Penarth Leisure Centre, Andrew Road, 
Cogan, Penarth, Cardiff CF64 2NS 

Travel by Train - Cogan Station next to Venue! 
BUY ★ ★ SELL ★ ★ EXCHANGE 

Many top dealers in Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, EFE, 
Lledo, Britains, Hornby Trains, Bachmann, Lima, 
etc., and much, much more. 120 Tables. 

Admission £1.95 - Child/OAP £1.50 

Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 
www.chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 


welcome. Contact me 
on 01446 771061 for 
more details. 

Julie Evans 

Cowbridge 

U3A 

FOLLOWING the 
talk last month by the 
Tools for Africa 
charity, there will be a 
collection in the 
Cowbridge and 
district area of any 
unwanted tools, 
particularly non¬ 
electrical domestic and 
workshop tools - but 
please, no gardening 
tools on April 21 and 
22 . 

To arrange a 
collection at your 
home/workplace please 
contact Pat Smith on 
01656 668446. 

Hearty Meal! 

A CHARITY opera 
night will take place 
on Wednesday, April 
22 at 7pm in The 
Huntsman Restaurant 
in Dinas Powys. 

Diners can enjoy a 
glass of prosecco on 
arrival, a delicious 
three-course dinner and 
be entertained by opera 
singers. 

Proceeds in aid of 
Welsh Hearts, the heart 
charity for Wales’ Dai 
Fib Appeal - funding 
for defibrillators, life 
saving equipment, heart 


screening throughout 
Wales. 

To book, contact 
Welsh Hearts on 02920 
786521, or email 
fundraising @ welshheart 
s.org; online 
www.welshhearts.org/ev 
ents. 

Kyle concert 
at West End 
club 

AN international 
Gaelic Americana 
artist is coming to 
Barry. 

Kyle embarks on her 
second UK tour with 
only one show in Wales 
at Barry West End Club 
on Friday, April 24. 

Kyle, from the US, 
has released her second 
CD North Star, to great 
reviews worldwide. 

Having spent some 
time in Cape Breton 
studying Gaelic songs 
and fiddle styles, she 
then had a two-year 
sojourn on the Isle of 
Skye, where she 
cemented her command 
of Gaelic. 

Kyle represents an 
interesting crossroads - 
one that spans the 
Atlantic and has already 
commanded a hundred 
stages on both sides of 
that pond. 

For tickets and info 
telephone 07561 
143114. 


Toy and train sale 
returns to Penarth 
at leisure centre 

C ARDIFF toy and train sale takes 
place on Saturday, April 11, 
10.30am-3pm, at Penarth Leisure 
Centre, Andrew Road, Cogan, Cardiff, 
(CF64 2NS). 

Organiser Chris Dyer told us this week: “Traders 
present on the day will also be buying and 
exchanging, as well as selling, and will offer free 
valuations on a wide range of toy and train related 
items, without any obligation. 

“They welcome any items being brought in for 
cash or exchange, so do raid your attics!” 

Telephone 01643 702757 or 07966 694579; 
website: www.chrisdyerfairs .co .uk 


OCEAN 

LOUNGE 

iC PORTHKERRY 
ENTERTAINMENT 

Saturday 11th April 

DAVID RHYS MORRIS 

Exciting Vocal Entertainment 

Saturday 18th April 
MIKE ST JOHN 

Terrific Vocal Entertainer 

BINGO Saturday Evenings 

r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — n 

Sunday Lunches 

in the Ocean Bar lounge £6.95 
2 Courses £8.95 

FREE DESSERT 

with every main course 
only with this voucher. 

CAR BOOT SALE 

Every Sunday 

Sellers in 1 lam. Buyers 12 noon. 

SITE SHOP NOW OPEN 

Porthkerry Leisure Park, 
Rhoose CF62 3ZP 
(01446)710362/711538 

Open: Friday 7pm - 12pm. 

Saturday 12 noon - 4pm & 7pm - midnight. 
Sunday 12 noon - 4pm. 
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ACTION MOVIE FRANCHISE IS 
GETTING STRONGER WITH AGE 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


F ranchises 

are supposed 
to become 
less and less 
successful as they 
go on, the likes of 
Police Academy or 
any horror 
franchise you care 
to name starting 
strongly before the 


law of diminishing 
returns takes hold. 

The opposite has 
been true of the Fast 
and Furious franchise; 
while the second and 
third films were minor 
wobbles after the the 
success of the first, 
since 2009 Fast and 
Furious films have 
become bigger, not just 


Making dreams 
come true at Riding 
For the Disabled 


THE Mount 

Pleasant Riding for 
the Disabled 

Association (RDA) 
in Bridgend 

provides life¬ 

changing therapy 
for disabled 

children up to the 
age of 16. 

Until recently, the 
group were forced to 
restrict the number of 
riding sessions during the 
winter months, due to the 
deteriorating condition of 
the outdoor surface. As a 
result, the group had over 
25 young people on a 
waiting list. 

Thanks to an award 
from players of People’s 


Postcode Lottery, a new 
outdoor riding arena has 
been constructed, which 
includes a purpose-built 
surface that can be used 
all year round. 

“This is the first year 
that we have been able to 
offer our riding sessions 
every week throughout 
winter. In previous 
years, we have had to 
hire the school at the 
local college and were 
only able to ride twice a 
month,” said a trustee at 
Mount Pleasant RDA. 

A parent of a rider at 
Mount Pleasant RDA 
said: “Having a child 
who can find changes to 
routine and different 
settings stressful, the all- 
weather menage has 


meant that she can enjoy 
her riding experience in 
an environment she feels 
safe and secure in week 
after week.” 

A rider from Mount 
Pleasant RDA 

commented: “It’s 

brilliant, I feel like I’m in 
the Paralympics!” 

On March 28, players 
of People’s Postcode 
Lottery in Bridgend 
CF31 2PJ were lucky 
enough to share prizes 
totalling £2 million. 
Mount Pleasant Group 
volunteers, riders and 
ponies would like to say 
a huge thank you to local 
players who made their 
dreams come true! 


in terms of the 
grandiose and jaw- 
dropping nature of the 
action, but also in terms 
of the box office, each 
film grossing more than 
the previous instalment. 

This time around, 
however, there is a dark 
shadow over Fast and 
Furious 7, the untimely 
death of lead Paul 
Walker in November 
2013. With filming only 
just having got under 
way, the film was 
understandably delayed, 
with adjustments to the 
story, and it now hits 
cinema screens. 

Having stopped 
Owen Shaw (Luke 
Evans) in the last film, 
the gang (Walker, Vin 
Diesel, Tyrese, 

Ludacris, among others) 
and Agent Hobbs 
(Dwayne Johnson) face 
the threat of his rather 
angry brother Deckard 
(Jason Statham); but the 
group may be helped by 
a shady government 
agent (played by Kurt 
Russell), who offers to 
stop Shaw if they can 
secure a tracking device 
for the American 
government... 

While the first film in 
the Fast and Furious 
franchise was a story of 
street racers staying one 
step ahead of the law, as 
the franchise has grown 
it has become less about 


guys from the wrong 
side of the tracks 
battling the forces of 
justice, and more about 
an A-Team of drivers 
tasked with chasing 
down terrorists while 
getting involved in epic, 
grandiose (and logic- 
defying) acts of 
spectacle. 

Fast and Furious 7 
doesn’t dial any of these 
elements down; in fact, 
it almost feels that its 
aware of its own death- 
defying, hyper-reality 
self, and plays out like 
that. But while films 
like Transformers have 
no less carnage on the 
screen, it’s the series’ 
strong sense of self that 
is its ace card, and 
means that, much like 
its previous two 
outings, this is still 
exceedingly dumb - but 
also exceedingly fun. 

The shadow cast by 
the tragic death of Paul 
Walker does hang a 
little over proceedings; 
there are elements of 
the film that feel 
disjointed, no doubt in 
part to having to 
undergo such vigorous 
rewrites post-accident, 
but it is to the 
filmmakers’ (and cast’s) 
credit that what we see 
on screen is still 
entertaining and 
satisfying. 

The story is your 


traditional ‘men (and 
woman) on a mission’ 
as Kurt Russell’s 
wonderful agent sends 
the group after the 
macguffin that will 
hopefully lead them to 
this episode’s bete noir 
Deckard Shaw (Jason 
Statham relishing 
villainous duties); but it 
also feels like closure to 
a degree, the knowledge 
that Walker’s Brian 
O’Connor will be 
absent from future 
outings playing into the 
film’s tone. 

However, it takes a 
few gambles, not least 
sidelining Dwayne 
Johnson’s Hobbs for 
much of the film. It is a 
bold move considering 
Johnson has been the 
best character in the last 
two outings, but one 
that the mind-blowing 
spectacle (cars dropping 
out of planes, cars 
traversing three towers 
100 floors up) means 
pays off, especially 
when Johnson’s 
appearances easily kick 
the film up a gear. The 
rest of the performances 
are the usual blend of 
gravel voices and 
wooden acting. 

Shifting directors 
from Justin Lin to 
James Wan hasn’t really 
done any damage either, 
Wan maintaining the 
series’ lOOmph pace 


and maintaining the 
degree of spectacle, 
even if the lingering 
shots of women’s 
bikini-clad bottoms 
does veer into Michael 
Bay pastiche territory. 

Most surprisingly of 
all is that for a franchise 
built on bullets, speed, 
testosterone and 
bombast, the final five 
minutes are so 
beautifully and tenderly 
done, a farewell to 
O’Connor that gently 
nudges the fourth wall, 
blurring the lines 
between character and 
actor, and a sequence 
that would leave even 
the most cynical with at 
least a lump in their 
throat. 

All in all, it’s a film 
that knows exactly what 
it’s doing, knows exactly 
how to do it, and does it 
exceedingly well. Of 


course, Fast and 
Furious 7 requires little 
use of your brain, but 
there’s something 
refreshing, in a sea of 
blockbusters, that 
attempt, and fail, to be 
earnest, this one is all 
about entertainment and 
spectacle; bring on 
number eight! 

VERDICT- What 
could have been a film 
weighed down by 
tragedy soars through 
bombast and spectacle. 
Fast and Furious 7 has 
all the entertainment 
and spectacle you could 
hope for, delivering the 
first blow in the summer 
blockbuster wars; subtle 
it isn’t - but when it’s 
this entertaining who 
cares? 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Fast & Furious 
6 (2013), Mission 
Impossible: Ghost 
Protocol (2011). 


Timberaway Garden & Tree Services 

Qualified NP.T.C/City & Guilds 
Competent & Insured • Trees & Hedges Trimmed 
Reduced & Felled • All Waste Removed 
We can do the work for you. 

We cover all areas: 

Barry • Vale of Glamorgan * Llantrisant 
Cardiff to Porthcawl 
Free Quotation (trade also welcome) 
S 01446 402848 #07739 389578 
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HALF PRICE 

SPRING 




Designer bedrooms for every home 
at prices everyone can afford 



Designer dining table and 4 chairs only r 7Q0 EXTRA 20% 0FF al1 solid oak furniture. 

1/7-7 in the sale 



Expect so much more than an average furniture store 


www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


Cf 


Like us on 
facebook 


fw 


NEW 

LATE NIGHT 
MONDAYS 
Open till 8pm 


take up to 


homestores 


so 


.co.uk 


months 


PENARTH ROAD CARDIFF 

Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff, CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 

www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


FREE 


no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 


Opening Times 


Mon: 9.30am - 8.00pm. 
Tue - Thur: 9.30am - 6.00pm 
Fri - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tindlenew5.co.uk 
LETTERS AND E-MAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS 
AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER 

IMPORTANT: We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 

An email address alone is not sufficient! 

We will (in certain circumstances)protect a writer’s identity, if requested. 


The last chance to change 
housing plans in the Vale’ 


F OR the past two and a half years, 
since being elected as a Plaid 
Cymru councillor, I have 
campaigned against the Vale’s Local 
Development Plan - the proposals to 
build 10,000 houses when Welsh 
Government’s own housing need 
projections are for 5,600. 

Unfortunately, new Government regulations 
mean that the number of houses we need to build 
will be based on those remaining in our LDP. 

This means that, if the Vale Council continues to 
insist that we need to build 10,000 houses, then we 
will have to build 800 houses per year from now 
until 2026 to meet that target. 

That is more in one year than have been built in 
the past five years. 

Building these unnecessary extra houses will 
mean more cars on our streets, causing added 
congestion on already busy roads. 

However, if we can scrap the cruel and unfair 
‘bedroom tax’, as Plaid Cymru wants to do, then 

‘EU cannot go 
on like this’ 

A T the risk of 
boring your 
readers rigid, 

I hope you will 
allow me to respond 
to recent criticisms. 

If unclear, the 
alternative to 
membership of the 
EU is trade with the 
EU, EFTA and the 
world, but without 
the EU’s political 
baggage and 
interference. 

China, for one, seems 
completely unfazed by 
having (presumably) no 
say in devising EU trade 
regulations - our shops 
are full of Chinese 
imports. 

Your correspondent 
forgets that proportional 
representation was 
rejected in our recent 
referendum. 

Re the proportional 
European Parliament, 
which of us can name our 
MEP? Any MEP, or 
describe anything the 
MEP has said or done? 

Bag found 

W HI LE 
walking 
home on 
Barry Island late 
Saturday afternoon, 

I found a bag 
containing a some 
money. 

Anybody who thinks 
it might be theirs is 
welcome to telephone 
me on (01446) 701605. 

Callers should be 
aware that I will ask 
them to give me a 
detailed description in 
order to ascertain the 
rightful owner. 

David Alexander, 

Barry 


The European 
Commission instigates 
EU legislation, and our 
commissioner must put 
the interests of the EU 
above our own. Who 
voted for our 
commissioner? None of 
us. 

The EU cannot 
continue as it is. Either 
it abandons the euro 
(unlikely?) or becomes 
the United States of 
Europe. 

This has been mostly 
about money. Your 
correspondent is silent 
about uncontrolled and 
uncontrollable 
immigration and its 
effect on greenfield sites 
such as Darren Farm, 
Colwinston, St Nicholas, 
now Bonvilston, and 
many more nationwide. 
R Bradshaw, 
Cowbridge. 


we would need even fewer new houses - as those 
affected by the tax would no longer be forced out 
of their homes. 

The Vale Council will soon submit their final 
LDP. It would make much more sense if their 
housing target was 5,600, rather than 10,000 - so 
that developers can get on with building the 400 
houses per year that we require to meet local need, 
rather than fictitious targets that mean over¬ 
development and unnecessary building on 
‘greenfield’ sites across the Vale. 

Coun Ian Johnson, Barry, 

Plaid Cymru candidate for the Vale. 

Welsh miners 
stood together 
out of loyalty 

the NUM and reasoned 
that no pits would mean 
no miners, and no NUM. 

Welsh miners were 
neither bullied nor 
blackmailed; the 
suggestion is laughable. 

Scargill’s tactics were 
questionable, but the 
Wales area remained 
solid because that is 
what working people did 
in those days. 

They demonstrated 
loyalty and 

determination and stood 
behind their union to the 
last, something your 
correspondent cannot 
hope to understand. 

Yes, some police were 
hurt, but their casualties 
were small by 
comparison with the 
miners. 

As for provocation, 
the police, who were 
earning fortunes on 
overtime, taunted the 
strikers at every 
opportunity, waving 
bundles of £10 notes at 
men whose families 
were short of food. 
David Thomas, 

Brynna 


A T least Marc 
Delaney had 
the courage to 
put his name to his 
letter, unlike your 
anonymous 
correspondent (April 
2) who calls Marc’s 
letter ‘skewed’ - but 
then presents his own 
seriously-biased view 
as fact. 

He says his wife’s 
family worked for the 
NCB in Wales. If they 
had been miners, he 
surely would have said 
so. 

His views being what 
they are, I assume they 
worked for NCB 
management. 

It was and remains 
Tory propaganda that 
Arthur Scargill 
engineered the strike. 
Scargill received 
intelligence from inside 
the Coal Board that 
massive pit closures 
were planned 

But when challenged, 
both Thatcher and 
McGregor lied about it. 
Thatcher wanted rid of 


HD Computer Solutions 




Computer & Laptop Repairs 

Virus Removal • Data Recovery 
Internet & Email Solutions 
Networking 


Call 01446 333330 


Thinking of upgrading? We can help! Call us for advice. 
Fast, reliable local service covering Cowbridge, Llantwit 
Major, Barry, Penarth and Bridgend. 

We come to you, home or office. 


No fix No fee 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 

It was made abundantly clear in the recent ‘wrap’ around The GEM, that this was an ADVERTISEMENT paid for 
by the Conservative Party, and, as such, should not be construed as reflecting the editorial views of The GEM, 
which is proud of its long-established reputation as a non-aligned, impartial community newspaper. This was again 
emphasised in the GEM note to a letter published last week - in fact, the only one received on the subject before we 
went to press - and is reiterated here for the third (and, hopefully) final time. As for the comments by Mr David 
Ellis (below, right) we strongly refute any suggestion of “blatant bias” or support for any one party and trust he will 
now accept that in the case of The GEM newspaper, at least, there is no “political affiliation” involved. 


OBJECTED TO 
CONTENT OF THE 
WRAP ADVERT 


1 THOUGHT a 
local free paper 
like The GEM 
should remain 
politically 
impartial. 

I was appalled to see 
The GEM with the 
whole front and back of 
the paper dedicated to 
the Tories and Alun 
Cairns. 

I object to such a 
large amount of political 
content on the front and 
back pages. 

If the Tory party 
wants to pay to advertise 
in The GEM, surely this 


should be inside the 
paper. 

The way it was 
displayed, as if it was 
the real front page and 
makes it look like The 
GEM is supporting the 
Tories. 

Are you going to have 
the same display for all 
the other political parties 
in the coming weeks? I 
suspect not! 

I have to say the front 
and back pages of my 
GEM were immediately 
ripped off and binned. 
Jane and Jonathan 
Jenkins, Barry 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CP71 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 
LETTERS AND E-MAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS 
AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER. 


‘STALIN WAS ALSO 
AN EVIL DESPOT 

W ITH reference to the recent letter 
from Mr Short, although the so- 
called ‘Battle of Berlin’ did basically 
bring to an end an evil and despicable regime, 
the murder and rape of civilians and 
kidnapping of children taken to who knows 
where, made Stalin’s Russia no better than 
what the Allies had been fighting against for 
years. 

Stalin killed and imprisoned many of those who 
fought beside him. He created a new terror, which 
lasted a lot longer than the actual conflict that was 
World War Two. 

I feel Mr Short’s view is somewhat 
shortsighted. Stalin was an evil despot, as was 
Hitler. 

S Fackrell, Barry. 


Liberal Democrat upset by 
'Conservative propaganda’ 


‘No diversity 
between parties’ 

E VERY time I open The GEM 

recently, all I see is a corny picture 
of Alun Cairns; there is absolutely 
no diversity between different party 
views. 

Why do you only champion the Conservatives? 
Is this just you trying to influence the vote in the 
Tories’ favour? 

Thanks for letting me have my say. 

David Marshall, 

Ystradowen 


1 WAS very surprised, 
and not a little 
annoyed, to find that 
The GEM for March 26 
was encased on the front 
and back covers with four 
pages of Conservative 
party propaganda, 
especially as this was the 
very day that a very close 
local election was taking 
place in Llantwit Major. 

I do not know whether the 
local or central Tory party paid 
for this high-profile 
electioneering, or whether The 
GEM itself decided to campaign 
on behalf of the Conservatives, 
but I do find such blatant bias 
towards one particular political 
party unfair and undemocratic. 

I thus eagerly awaited the 


publication of The GEM on 
April 2, expecting to find a 
storm of protests from readers 
about the previous week’s 
edition, but surprisingly there 
was only one letter that 
mentioned it and this was 
tucked away in the middle pages 
on its own. 

I wonder if this was a 
deliberate ploy by the editor and 
there were other letters on this 
topic that were not published? 

I do feel we do not have a 
true democracy when the two 
major parties have millions of 
pounds at their disposal from 
big business, millionaire donors 
or trades unions to win over 
voters, when the smaller parties, 
such as the Liberal Democrats, 
the Greens and even the 
Llantwit First Independents, 


have to rely solely on supporter 
donations. 

Electioneering is not a level 
playing field when money talks 
and it is not helped by the 
national or local press clearly 
supporting one particular party. 

I would be grateful, therefore, 
if the editor of The GEM could 
enlighten us as to why his paper 
decided to so blatantly support 
the Conservative party. 

Was it through the paper’s 
political affiliation or merely for 
the money? 

Dr David Ellis, 

Cardiff and Vale Liberal 
Democrats 

(SEE GEM RESPONSE 
AT TOP OF PAGE) 



Plant Hire Groundwork Contractors Ltd 



Grab Hire 
Service 

covering The Vale 
& surrounding 


8 & 6 wheel 
wagons 


We cover • Building/groundwork 
& civil engineering • All size track 
machinery with drivers 
available • Suppliers of top soil 
• Suppliers of sub soil 
• Suppliers of re-cycled stone 
• Suppliers of quarry stone 

Vale of Glamorgan approved contractors. 
We cover all aspects of tarmac/block paving/ 
concrete slabs & concrete drive/path ways. 
We cover all aspects of Design and Build. 
For more information please 
call Simon on: 

01446 700535 




o 


w 


thejbusinesscentre 

* flexible serviced offices 




rinC^^ 


Find An Office That’s Just Right For You 


wm nun. 

djw L 


2 PERSON OFFICE 

D 147 square ft 

approx. 

O Fully furnished 
O External window 
D Full air-conditioning 
Q First floor office suite 


5 PERSON OFFICE 

O 400 square ft. 
approx. 

O Fully furnished 
C No window 
0 Full air-conditioning 
O First floor office suite 


6 PERSON OFFICE 

0 450 square ft. 
approx. 

A Fully furnished 
C External window 
0 Full air-conditioning 
A First floor office suite 


Or Choose Shared 
Office Space 

Operate your bu*ine***s 
In our shared office 
environ merit. Profit from a 
reduced monthly rental but 
with all the benefit* of a 
flexible serviced office. 

Thu shared office 
environment includes: 

State-of-the-art IT & 
telecoms infrastructure 

Fully furnished 
24 hour access 7 days 
a week 

Reception services 
FREE parking 
Use of on>sHe gym 


[thej businesscentre 

' * flexible str viced offices 


www.Th 


Call: 01446 739911 

Email enqujt *t@theBiit oettCentreOn v»e ro uk 

sssCentreOn line.co.uk/GEM 
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HUGE SPRING SALE 


UP TO 


ur iu j 

50 % 

OFF 


THIS APRIL 

AT MPN WINDOWS YOU CAN 
EXPECT QUALITY AND THE 
FOLLOWING AS STANDARD: 

THE WORLD FAMOUS VEKA SUPER EFFICIENT A RATED 
WINDOWS & DOORS THAT SAVES YOU MONEY ON YOUR 
FUEL BILLS WITH A10 YEAR GUARANTEE. 


• Energy A rated cfass 

• Hqh sccinty 8 pout Van locking 
Mocteriwiifc fitted to the opmen 

• Instillation by our mpcncncnd irwtatar. 
wifi owr 200 pwt wcpartenw 
between thorn. 

• Males >cur home look Brazing 

• temival and dGposal rt ousting wndo** 


• Better energy Elfciefiqr 

• flutter nnw reduction 

• Bettw eecutty 

• Better Rivngs on energy bets 

• Reduced trat k** an* condertMtkn 

• Lira inintminre TOmn Veto Wn:rrw tram 

• CompoMti* poong W th no Nrtcton ow< 

• local fnmly croriKi cemparrf urr.e HtM 


Special Oner 
Droam Door 
Front £599 
Back £560 
Fully Flttod 


UP TO 50% OFF THIS APRIL 


GaiMtwItri 


3MX3N 


Cml *«r ftttfc 


£ 29.27 


4MX3M 

V WUi ITm *Ki BUMbl 


£33.62 


5MX3N 

awwn hjl> »f rtf N 4 . mim; **« 


£ 36.52 


3MXIW 

* *AI* if Hi HA_ W#;PW 


£ 39.43 


6MX4N 


£ 48.16 


«ui 93 (c*w**n«u itv; r*.j r 0*14.1 .tjm ru »icy.m* «uih 
mii unn iavcs rmu a snuctu so * »a ijo 


UP TO 50% OFF THIS APRIL 

Number of Windows c (5? t P* f 

Wftcfc 

4 WINDOWS 

ANYSZE.IMX 1 CPftER IJ'MTF UPVC 

f*o* £5.69 

c MMnQWR 

ANY SUE. MAX 1 CPWR W WMTE UfVC 

nm £7.11 

6 WIDOWS 

ANY SUE. NAX 1 CPEttR WtWTE UPC 

FROM £8.53 

7WHD0WS 

ANY9ZE MAX 1 OPftfR tJtHTF UPVC 

Faoe £9.96 

8 WINDOWS 

ANY SUL MW 1 OPENER IN VWTEOfVC 

nnw £11.38 

<1 WINDOWS 

ANY 97F. MAX 1 OPEHER IN WHTFIWC 

rmm £12.80 

10 WINDOWS 

ANY SUL MAX 1 OPENER * WHTE IfVC 

«o« £14.22 

UP TO 50% OFF THIS APRIL 

Door Cost per Wee* 

COMPOSITE DOOR 

mow £2.76 

COMPOSITE DOOR 
■mm rater 

mm £3.18 

COMPOSITE DOOR WITH 
10DBOBI 

FROM £4.06 

COMPOSITE DOOR WITH 

2 9tETOBIG 

nm £4.93 

COMPOSITE OOOR WITH 

2£fK£0€BtaAt£'A3UDlH’ 

from £5.38 

OARAGE LOFT CONVERSIONS 

£21.80 

Our quality Duo composite door* arc 54V. thicker thun *t*mJ««rd 




YEARS 


50% OFF SALE HOTLINE 

SHOWROOMS at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL. 

Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff CF11 8AP. ■ 

TEL: CARDIFF 02920 508770 * BRIDGEND: 01656 349515 * BARRY: 01446 439212 ! 

I t-matl. mpnwiodoMstgiaol.com • www.inpnwmoows.com 

Op«n 9am to 9pm • 7 days a w«eh • Phono hints op«n ?4hre 7 days a mek pr 

'll ap»c4f* «hn term and om HIa a i miff ' * ' 


AINOOtfS. DOORS 
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Top award for the Vale 
company that supplied 
Nato summit meeting 


RIGHT: Tim and 
Peter Bird receive 
their award. 
A Cowbridge- 
based company is 
celebrating, after a 
busy year 
culminated in the 
collection of a 
national award. 

The company run by 
Tim and Peter Bird, has 
its offices in the town, 
with a warehouse in 
Bridgend. 

Recently, Storage 
Design Limited 
attended the annual 
trade conference at GPC 
Industries Limited. 
During the day there are 
several awards and this 
year the company 
received the top honour 
of ‘Distributor of the 
year 2014’ for GPC. 

This is voted for by 
the suppliers to GPC 
Industries Ltd and the 
group catalogue. 

Tim Bird told The 
GEM that it had been 
an interesting year, with 
the company being 
involved in the Nato 
Summit last September 
at Celtic Manor, 
Newport. 

He said: “We 
tendered for the supply 
of lockers in the media 
centre there. There were 



hundreds of journalists, 
all needing some secure 
place to store laptops 
and the like, while they 
were attending summit 
events. 

“It was a difficult 
brief, because we had to 


install everything over 
one weekend, turning 
up on the Saturday, 
letting security search 
them all, and getting 
them in place by 
Sunday evening”. 

When the summit 


was over, Storage 
Design had to take the 
lockers back into 
storage, but Tim was 
pleased to report that 
they had found another 
client to take them on a 
permanent basis! 


Ty Hafan lottery winners 


THE following are winning numbers 
in the Ty Hafan Crackerjackpot 
lottery draw number D873. 

• £2,000: 943143. 

• The rollover, which now stands 
at £8,000 was not won this week. 

• £10: 343747; 688163; 605068: 
585419; 350048; 313722; 187212; 
794814; 908858; 667966; 716669: 
769443; 204450; 232093; 605598; 
674221; 568670; 718321; 869759: 
359176. 

• £5: 182512; 890545; 206053 
662614; 541544; 589564; 747514 
807827; 878456; 922522; 209945 


561453; 414577; 311676; 360589 
932110; 592881; 590558; 720188 
135244; 330953; 797664; 183337 
607854; 251220; 430616; 762703 
720239; 534957; 460898; 274252 
869379; 200706; 113210; 308664 
606938; 377287; 457910; 648194 
938206; 177396; 574506; 876519 
322123; 808659; 596832; 722449 
898902; 581165; 594328; 783512: 
472945; 106052;001839;1229. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible 
for any errors or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information please 
telephone 029 2053 2300. 


Malmo Hearing 

Local Hearing Care for Local People^ 


Now at 

COWBRIDGE & WESTERN 
VALE GROUP PRACTICE 

• Free Hearing Assessment 

• Demonstrations of the latest Hearing Aid technology 

• Hearing Aid Servicing 

• Hearing Aid Repairs 

• Comprehensive range of accessories 

• Hearing Protection 

• Microsuction Ear Wax Removal Service 

• Professional & Highly Trained Audiologists 

• Outstanding Customer Service & Aftercare 

• Local clinics throughout South Wales 

Call now for an appointment... 

□1656 652444 

or call in at: 

Cowbridge & Western Vale Group 
Practice, Cowbridge Health Centre, 

The Broad Shoard, Cowbridge, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF71 7DA. 
info@bridgend-hearing.co.uk 
www.bridgend-hearing.co.uk 
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Spring Sale Now ON!!! 

Visit our 2 great websites: townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk slidingdoorswales.com 


It’s all happening here at Town & Country Bedrooms; 

• Our new 2015 EXCLUSIVE fitted bedroom brochure is now out. 

•The latest range of “Semi Fitted” Robes from Germanys leading 

manufacturer are now on display. 

• Our fitted and freestanding sliding door wardrobes are all on offer. 

• Our free home consultation and measure service is available right now. 

• Please call 01656 657526 to book your appointment. 


• Fitted bedrooms 

• Freestanding bedrooms 

• Sliding door wardrobes 

• Home offices 




Fitted & Freestanding 
Sliding Door Wardrobes 



www.townandcountryb«droomt,co.uli 

UN *€•# 
h*»» 

• 
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Tel 0165*657526 



Town & Country Bedrooms 


DESIGN MAKJFACTUtE IKSTAIJ. 


SLIDING DOORSWALfeS.COM 


@01656 

657526 
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Trade 


oice Kitchens 


and Replacement Doors 

Trade Prices Direct to the public from a family run business. 


7 Unit Kitchen* from fA82 excluding 
Worktops and Appliances 

OoA tfivr f OMffi Mjh 


4 


Taps from £29 I Sinks from £55 


Huge range of 
Worktops from £49 


From Flat Packed to Rigid 
Bespoke Kitchens 


• Rrplaccmcnt Kitchrn ♦ Brdroom Doors 

I Any Uir> 

• Kitctipnt to suit pvpry budget 


- Free iJD Design Service 


• Full Fitting Service Available 


• Sinks / Tap Appliances 


» Over 20 years experience 


Over 90 0 Doors t o choose f rom 

Call Today for your Free Design Consultation (Covering South + West Wales) 

01656 478688 08001601434 

www.tradechoicekitchens.com Email: sales@tradechoicekitchens.com 

Credit + Debit Cards Accepted ~~ CE3 


Just over a week 
until Romilly Old 


Boys get 

ROMILLY Old Boys’ Reunion 
takes place at Cadoxton 
Conservative Club, Barry, on 
Friday, April 17 (7pm til late). 

Organisers hope more than 150 
former pupils will attend. 

Mai Lyshon kindly supplied The 
GEM with a picture taken of Romilly 
boys almost exactly 50 years ago. It 
shows 3B in the lower yard in the 
summer of 1965. 

Free tickets are available for the 


together 

reunion from Vic Hopkins (butchers) 
High Street, Barry; or contact Alan 
Kingdon on 01446 732203; or Clive 
Tapscott on 01446 743157. 

A £1 donation is requested on the 
door to cover organising expenses. 

If anyone wants to know the latest 
on Romilly Old Boys, they should go 
to the following website : 
www.romillyoldboysofficialsite.com; 
for more information or to leave 
contact details for organisers, email: 
romillyoldboys@gmail.com. 


Classic car show will 
boost cancer charity 


THE Big Welsh 
Classic Car Show will 
launch in south Wales 
this September, 
helping to raise funds 
for blood cancer 
charity Leukaemia & 
Lymphoma Research. 

The event will take 
place on Saturday, 
September 20 in the 
grounds of Margam 
Country Park and 
replaces the annual 
Tredegar House Vintage 
Car Rally which ended 
last year. 

The previous event, 
which was organised by 
the Gwent Branch of the 
charity and ran for 34 
years, helped to raise 
more than £860,000 for 
Leukaemia and 


Lymphoma Research 
since its launch. 

There will be a huge 
array of classic cars, 
military vehicles, buses 
and more on display, as 
well as a number of 
activities for families. 

Rachael Davies, 
regional manager for 
Leukaemia & 

Lymphoma Research, 
said: “It’s really exciting 
to be organising this 
brand new event. We’re 
not trying to replace like- 
for-like the Tredegar 
House rally but we did 
want to create something 
for the classic car fans 
who have supported the 
charity over the years. 

“There will be 
fantastic classic vehicles 
on show and so much on 


offer for everyone. 

“Whether you have a 
classic car that you’d 
like to exhibit or you are 
looking for a fun family 
day out, come along and 
enjoy the show. 

“The money raised 
will help us in our 
mission to beat blood 
cancer, improve the lives 
of all those affected and 
stop people from dying.” 

For more information 
on the event including 
details of how to register 
your classic car visit: 
https:llleukaemialym.pho 
mare search .org .uk/ event 
/big-welsh-classic-car- 
show or contact Rachael 
Davies on 029 2074 
2376. 


JAG-SARACEN 

UPVC INSTALLATIONS LTD 


mm 






UPVC Doors • Windows 
Composite Doors • Conservatories 
Bi-Fold Doors • French Doors 
Patio Doors 
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‘Not so Royal Variety Show’ in Penarth 
draws a cast of rather familiar faces 


PHOTOGRAPHS by ANDY WICKS 

Telephone 07855 374 478 


THE Not So Royal Variety Show took place at the Paget Rooms 
in Penarth on Thursday, April 2. 

The event was a charity fundraiser for the mental health charity Mind and The 
Al z heimer’s Society. 

The artists included Lady Gaga (Donna Marie), Tony Bennett (Frankie 
Roma), HRH The Queen (Billy Raymond), Shirley Bassey (Rachael Roberts), 
Parsons & Dark, Leighton Jones, Pixie Perez, Emily Langford, Mundo Dance, 
Rickie Arthur, Rod Stevens (hypnotist) and Rebekah West. 


% 
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^ffftK)vcn cleaning 
* Treat yourself to a 
Sparkling clean oven 


UP**"* 



twenty ( 

flooring.com 


12 


Freephone 0800 610 2012 • Mobile 07403 310 516 
Email: info@twenty12flooring.com • Web: www.twenty12flooring.com 

bM mzmmm iwiii hkhh ® 



New Orders Placed Between 9th April - 7 7th April 


BOOK YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE TODAY 


Quickstep Impressive 
New WATERPROOF 
Laminate Flooring 


Suitable anywhere In home including 
Kitchen & Bathroom • 25 year warranty 




EXAMPLE: 

Room Size 4m X 4m = 16m2 
Deep Pile Saxony = £239.84 
8mm Underlay = £79.84 
Installation Fee = £48.00 
Total £367.68 
Less FREE Underlay 
£79.84 

YOU PAY £287.84 

+ FREE DELIVERY 
IN CF POSTCODE &***" 


DEEP PILE LUXURY . \ 
SAXONY STAIN-FREE 
CARPET 


Heavy Domestic Use • suitable throughout ^ 

the home • 10 Colourways • 7 year warranty 




Karndean Looselay 
Luxury Vinyl Tiles 


NEW STONE & WOOD 
DESIGNS FOR 2015 


Installation Fee half the cost of 
normal Karndean 


THE FLOORING COMPANY THAT COMES TO YOU WITH SAMPLES OF ALL TYPES OF FLOORING 
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LOOKING BACK AT HUT 9 WEEKEND WHICH 
DREW VISITORS TO SITE OF ‘GREAT ESCAPE’ 




OVER a recent 
weekend 700 plus 
visitors had the 
opportunity to visit 
the site of the 
‘German Great 
Escape’, which took 
place near Bridgend 
70 years ago in 
March 1945. 
(Although shown in 
previously in 

Bridgend, some Vale 
readers were keen to 
see a report and 
pictures too). 

Visitors flocked to visit 
Hut 9, the sole remaining 
building of the Island 
Farm prisoner of war 
camp that housed over 
1,600 German prisoners. 
They were treated to 
lectures by Brett Exton, 
an expert on the history of 
the site, and by Richard 
Williams, who has 
extensive knowledge of 
not just the camp but of 
the Royal Ordnance 
Factory in Bridgend. 

After these talks, the 
visitors had a chance to 
see dozens of living 
historians in the rooms 
occupied by the RoF 
workers, the British 
guards, the Americans 
who were there in the 
buildup to D-Day - and 
the German officers. 
They were told all about 
the various phases of 
occupation of the 
building. 

The Hut 9 Preservation 
Group were responsible 
for the staging of the 
event and its chairman, Dr 
Jonathan Hicks, said: 
“We open the hut on just 


two occasions each year 
and this event was fully 
booked weeks in advance. 
Using the donations so 
kindly given to us by 
visitors to our last event in 
October 2014, we have 
spent the winter building 
period furniture for each 
of the rooms, buying 
artefacts to place in them, 
constructed a guard tower 
and built a mock escape 
tunnel for youngsters to 
experience a little of what 
it was like to escape. One 
mother proudly told me 
that her son had been 
through it 19 times! 

“The event was opened 
by the First Minister, 
Carwyn Jones, who 
stressed the importance of 
preserving this part of 
Bridgend’s history. We 
were delighted to meet a 


World War Two veteran 
who praised the work we 
have done, and our RoF 
living historians were able 
to chat to a 91-year-old 
lady who had worked in 
the factory. The interest 
of visitors was immense 
and we are very grateful 
to everyone who attended 
and donated towards our 
work. We received over 
£1,700 in donations from 
the public and this enables 
us to make even more 
improvements for the 
next opening.” 

The next Hut 9 Open 
Weekend will take place 
on the weekend of 
October 17 and 18, 2015. 
Places for this free event 
can be booked by 
emailing: 
Conservation&Design@ 
bridgend.gov.uk 































Thursday April 9th, 2015 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 23 



AGA Cardiff Spring Events 

Live In-store Demonstrations 


Friday 17 th , Saturday 18 th April, 
Friday 24 th & Saturday 25 th April 

FREE to attend 


AO A 


Home to great cooking 


At the event: 


•1 


Apm »*i iMnwwt u mmmm fa (Jhm imt mkIvm «%l 
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Join us at AGA Cardiff 

81 Caerphilly Road. Cardiff. CF14 4AE 
T: 02920 521277 | M: 07901116475 
cardiffCqaga-web.co.uk 


• Taste the delicious food that has been 
cooked by the AGA cooker's radiant heat 
technology, when ocks in moisture, flavour 
and goodness as it cooks 

• Learn how the AGA cooker can be flexible 
to modern, busy homes 

• Find an AGA cooker to fit your kitchen - 
ava'iat>K> in 60cm wide 3-oven and 
5-oven models 

Present this advertisement m-store to 
receive exclusive AGA Cookware discounts 


frf'/A 


agaliving.eom 
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Ystradowen is the host as point-to-point 
racing returns to the Vale for new season 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali.co. uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co.uk 

V___/ 

THE start of a new season of point-to- 
point racing in the Vale of Glamorgan is 
always widely-anticipated, and this was 
reflected in the number of spectators who 
were at Ystradowen in pretty average 
weather. 

Although everyone would have preferred 
the excellent weather that marked the Easter 
bank holiday weekend, it did not dampen the 
enthusiasm for a day of keenly-contested jump 
racing, as the photographs on this page, by 
Glyn Evans, show only too well! 











































































PART OF THE G2S GROUP 


^ ^ n ■ WINDOW, DOOR & 

DIvJ CONSERVATORY 


G2S WALES ARE GIVING 
AWAY 2 TICKETS TO THE 

ENGLAND VS WALES 

RUGBY WORLD CUP GAME 
AT TWICKENHAM ON 
SEPTEMBER 26 th 

Our FREE prize draw is open to 
anyone who places an order 
and has any item fitted from 
G2S Wales before 31 st July 2015. 


EXTENDED FOR ONE MORE WEEK - DON'T MISS OUT 
AMAZING SAVINGS ON ALL WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 
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0 FLEXIBLE PAYMENTS 0 10 YEAR GUARANTEE 0 SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST 0 FIVE STAR CUSTOMER FEEDBACK 


0 WINDOWS (7[ DOORS 0 CONSERVATORIES (7[ NO DEPOSITS 0 0% FINANCE AVAILABLE 


\J /0 

interest free 

finance 


Buy Now & 
Pay Nothing 

until 2016! 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM, OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK: 

Unit 1, York Park, Chepstow Rd, Bridgend Ind. Estate Bridgend CF31 3TB 


UPVC BACK 

DOORS 

fitted from only 


TRIPLE GLAZED 

WINDOWS 

fitted from only 


DOUBLE GLAZED 

WINDOWS . 

fitted from only | 

_ £199_ _;_ _ L 

DON'T MISS OUT ON THESE 
AMAZING SPECIAL OFFERS 

FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL TODAY: 


£599 : £299 


CLEARLY BETTER ON 
PRICE AND QUALITY 


INCORPORATING 

G2S WALES 


0800 322 322 

OR VISIT 

www.g2swales.co.uk 






••ii 


The G2S Group reserve the right to withdraw any offer without prior notice. Photographs and illustrations are for illustrative purposes only, copyright belongs to the G2S Group. Finance available subject to status, and is available on balance payments of £1000 or more, please ask for details, many more styles and 
colours available at various costs. Worked finance example: Order value £3800.00. No deposit, take 2 years finance at 0% APR representative on the £1900.00. Pay 50% (£1900) on completion. You will pay £79.16 per month for 24 months with no charges or interest. Total amount payable £3800.00. Window prices 
are for white casement windows only, each section of a bay window counts as one window. Maximum window size 2.4m x 1,5m. Offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The G2S Group act as an intermediary and only offer products from Barclays Partner Finance. Barclays Partner 
Finance is a trading name of Clydesdale Financial Services Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of Barclays Bank PLC. Clydesdale Financial Services Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Financial Services Register Number: 311753). Registered in England, registered number: 2901725. 
Registered office: 1 Churchill Place, London El 4 5HP. 
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MENTER IAITH 
BRO MORGANNWG 


LLAIS LLEOL - 
BETHAN ELFYN 


P A ardal o’r Fro ydych chi’n 
byw? Penarth. 

Rhowch 5 gair i ddisgrifio Penarth. 

Pentref glan mor, awyrgylch 
arbennig. 

Beth ydy eich diddordebau? 
Cerddoriaeth, siopa, darllen, teithio. 
Ydych chi’n gweld bod yna alw am 
ddatblygu’r sin gerddoriaeth 
Gymraeg yn y Fro? Pa fath o gigs 
fyddech chi’n hoffi gweld yn 
digwydd? 

Roedd gig A1 Lewis a Kizzy ym 
Mhenarth yn ddiweddar yn boblogaidd 
iawn, dwi’n meddwl bod digon o bobl 
yn hoffi mynd mas yn Penarth a digon o 
siaradwyr Cymraeg, a digon o adeiladau 
hyfryd i gynnal y gigiau - fel y Pier er 
enghraifft. 

Ydych chi’n gweld a’n clywed y 
Gymraeg tipyn o gwmpas Penarth? 

Ydw - ac yn nabod lot o Gymry sy’n 
byw yma - yn enwedig fod gen i ferch 
fach yn mynd i Cylch meithrin Bethel 
hefyd, ni’n nabod lot trwy hynny. 

Beth yw eich uchelgais am y ddeng 
mlynedd nesaf? 

Mwy o amser hamdden i fwynhau 
byw yn iach wrth y mor. 

Gyda phwy fasech chi’n hoffi cael 
pryd o fwyd? 

Falle Bryn Terfel sydd newydd 



symyd i’r dref hefyd, neu cyfaill o 
Penarth yr actores ar Gotham Erin 
Richards! 

Pwy ydych chi’n eu hedmygu? 

Unrhyw riant efo plant bach - mae’r 
diffyg cwsg yn lladdfa! 

Beth yw eich gwyliau delfrydol? 

Dwi’n hoff o fynd i Orllewin 
Cymru, pan mae’r tywydd yn braf, a 
campio yw un o’r hoff ffyrdd imi o 
ymlacio - yn enwedig pan does dim 
signal ffon. 

Lie yw eich hoff darafarn neu 
fwyty yn y Fro? 

Mae’r Pilot yn Penarth yn wych (yn 
enwedig pan oedd Hangfire BBQ yno 
unwaith yr wythnos), neu Bar 44, neu 
caffi Waterloo Tea Rooms yn ffefryn 
arall. 


Diwrnod Cymraeg 


i’r Teulu 


Y 7FED o Fawrth oedd 

diwrnod Cymraeg i’r Teulu 
ym Mharc Play, Caerdydd. 
Roedd y diwrnod ond yn costio £10 
i oedolyn a phlant yn cael 
mynediad am ddim. Bargen a 
hanner! 

Cafodd y plant (a’r tiwtoriaid) 
chwarae ar yr offer enfawr, cymryd rhan 
yn y sesiynau a roedd te, coffi a diodydd 
ysgafn yn gymwysiedig yn y pris! 

Roedd cymaint i wneud yno gyda’r 
cyffro yn amlwg ar wynebau’r plant, ac 
er eu bod yn credu bod y diwrnod wedi 
ei dargedu ar eu cyfer, yr oedolion oedd 
yn dysgu sut i addysgu, chwarae a 
treulio’r diwnod yn eu cwmni drwy 
ddefnyddio iaith y nefoedd! Felly, roedd 
rhywbeth at ddant pawb. 

Y sesiwn cyntaf oedd gyda ‘Trie a 
Chlic’ ble roedd modd i ddysgu am 
system phonics mae’r ysgolion yn ei 
ddefnyddio wrth ddysgu darllen. Yna 
roedd sesiwn mathemateg cyn i ni 
ddysgu am apps Cymraeg sydd yn 
hynod ddefnyddiol. Roedd y plant wrth 
eu boddau yn canu a dawnsio gyda’r 
oedolion yn sesiwn ‘Ffa-la-la.’ 

Roedd pob math o liwiau a siapiau yn 
cael eu taflu i bob cyfeiriad ble cawsom 
ddysgu am wahanol themau megis 
rhannau’r cortf, anifeiliaid, amseroedd y 
dydd, cerbydau, y tywydd a 
diddordebau. Rwy’n siwr bod yr 


oedolion yn mwynhau mwy na’u plant! 
Roedd hyd yn oed y tiwtor Jo Full, yn 
dawnsio yn eu mysg! Yn anffodus 
roedd rhaid i ni ffarwelio gyda phawb 
am bedwar o’r gloch gyda sesiwn stori. 

Roedd y plant wedi hen flino gyda 
bwrlwm y dydd felly roedd pawb yn 
eistedd wrth ochr eu rhieni wrth ddarllen 
y llyfr. Cafodd y rhiant gyfle i ddarllen 
llyfr amser gwely oedd yn brofiad 
unigryw i rai ohonynt. Dywedodd 
Angharad Devenold, trefnydd y dydd: 
“Roedd yn ddiwmod fendigedig! Roedd 
yr haul yn gwenu amom tra bod pawb 
yn dysgu. Digon o amrywiaeth o ran 
gweithgareddau a pawb wedi mwynhau! 
Methu aros ar gyfer yr un nesaf!” 

Yn y Ganolfan ei hunain mae 
cymaint o gyrsiau darllen yn rhedeg ym 
mis Ebrill a Mai, ac mae ein Cwrs 
Sadwm nesaf ni yn Sain Ffagan ar y 
25ain o Ebrill. Bydd 5 awr o wersi 
Cymraeg a cyfle i ddysgu am yr 
adeiladau hanesyddol. Os nad yw 
hynny yn apelio, rhwng yr 8fed a’r 
lOfed o Fai bydd Cwrs Preswyl yn 
Neuadd Gregynog, Y Drenewydd. Bydd 
dros 10 awr o ddysgu a gweithgareddau 
hwyl i ymarfer eich Cymraeg. Dim ond 
£95 gan gynnwys llety a bwyd! Byddem 
yn cyrraedd yn hwyr nos Wener a 
gorffen prynhawn dydd Sul. I ymrestru 
ar unrhyw rai o’r cyrsiau uchod neu am 
ragor o wybodaeth ewch i 
leamwelsh.co.uk. Glyn Wise 


Arwyddion Ar 
Agor/Ar Gau 



Siop Ruckleys yn y Barri yn arddango 
eu arwydd drws dwyieithog. 

M AE Menter Bro Morgannwg 

wedi cynhyrchu arwyddion drws 
Ar Agor/Ar Gau dwyieithog, ac 
rydym yn eu dosbarthu AM DDIM i 
siopau, busnesau a gweithleoedd ar 
draws Bro Morgannwg dros y misoedd 
nesaf. 

Rydym hefyd yn cynnig bathodynnau ‘Cymraeg’ 
sydd yn ffordd hawdd a chyfleus i adnabod staff 
sydd yn hapus i gynnig gwasanaeth ddwyieithog. 

Hoffech chi gael arwyddion drws dwyieithog yn 
rhad ac am ddim? Neu ydych chi’n gweithio mewn 
siop neu’n berchen ar fusnes ym Mro Morgannwg 
ac yn gallu cynnig gwasanaeth Cymraeg i’ch 
cwsmeriaid? Os ydych, rhowch wybod i ni, ac fe 
fyddwn yn fwy na hapus i hyrwyddo eich 
gwasanaeth ar y dudalen hon ac ar ein gwefan! 


ARGYFWNG, OBSESIWN A LWC - 
GOLWG AR FYD MERCHED ARLOESOL 


Mynd am dro yn y Fro 

gyda Dai Lingual 


C anolbwyntio 
ary 

cyfarwydd, 
neu obsesiwn a 
manteisio ar 
gyfleoedd sy’n dod 
ar hap a damwain 
oedd negeseuon 
pedair o wragedd 
busnes mewn 
cyfarfod arbennig i 
hyrwyddo arloesi yn 
y Bontfaen yn 
ddiweddar. 

Dyfeisgarwch a 
Chymreictod oedd 
themau’r gyfres o 
ddigwyddiadau a 
drefnwyd gan Merched y 
Wawr i gydfynd a 
Diwrnod Rhyngwladol y 
Merched eleni. Y sesiwn 
yng ngwesty’r Bear oedd 
yr olaf - cafwyd un yn 
LLanelwy a’r llall yn 
Nghastell Newydd 
Emlyn. 

Meryl Davies, 
Llywydd Cenedlaethol y 
mudiad oedd yn 
cadeirio’r diwrnod ac fe 
gafwyd anerchiad byr gan 
Betsan Powys, Golygydd 
Radio Cymru. Wrth 
groesawi ‘r trigain o 
ferched yn y gynulleidfa 
dywedodd bod hi fel 
mam, gwraig oedd yn 
gweithio’n 11awn amser, 
yn gorfod dangos dipyn o 
ddyfeisgarwch wrth 
ddelio gyda phroblemau 
teuluol yn ddyddiol - cyn 
hyd yn oed mentro i’r 
gwaith bob bore! 

Magwyd Llinos Lanini 
yn un o chwech o blant ar 
fferm yn Sir Ddinbych a 
dwedodd bod ei gyrfa 
wedi’i siapio drwy hap a 
damwain. Roedd wedi 
hyfforddi fel gweithwraig 


cymdeithasol a syrthio 
mewn cariad a’i gwr tra’n 
gweithio yn y Swisdir. Ar 
61 gweithio gyda’r 
digartref yn Llundain am 
wyth mlynedd daeth adref 
i Gymru a phrynu hen 
fwthyn a’i droi’n gartref 
nyrsio. Roeddd hyn yn 
arloesol iawn meddai 
oherwydd roedd cymaint 
o alw am le o’r fath ac fe 
wnaethon nhw ateb y 
galw hwnnw drwy fentro. 
Hap a damwain wnaeth 
chwarae rhan nesa yn ei 
gyrfa. Wrth geisio golli 
pwysau drwy fynd am dro 
yn yr awyr iach fe 
ddechreuodd dynnu 
lluniau - ac arweiniodd 
hyn ati’n ennill 
cystadleuaeth a throi’r 
diddordeb yn obsesiwn. 

Mae hi nawr wedi cael 
“lightbulb moment” yng 
ngwir ystyr y gair wrth 
sefydlu busnes arall 
gyda’i ail gwr nath 
ddyfeisio bwlb FED 
newydd sydd ar tin gael 
ei farchnata gan gwmni 
Sony. 

Cefndir athrawes sydd 
gan Lisa Feam sydd wedi 
dechrau busnes ysgol 
coginio a garddio yng 
Nhaerfyrddin. Gan ei bod 
hi’n fam i bump o blant 
roedd dechrau busnes o’r 
cartref yn ddelfrydol. 
Nawr ma’r cwmni The 
Pumpkin Patch yn ffynnu 
drwy dysgu plant bach a 
mawr, a’u rhieni, i ddysgu 
am arddio a choginio 
gyda’i gilydd. Dyw hi 
ddim yn gwario dim ar 
hysbysebu, drwy 
hyrwyddo ar wefannau 
cymdeithasol a sgrifennu 
erthyglau yn y papur 
newydd lleol - a darlledu 
ar raglenni fel Prynhawn 
Da. Yn ystod y bore fe 



gafodd pawb wers ar sut i 
bobi bara. 

Gweithio o adref mae 
Ann Mears hefyd gyda’i 
busnes Cwmni Petal. 
Mynychodd glwb blodau 
Rhiwbeina, Caerdydd, a 
hi oedd yn helpu trefnu 
blodau i’r eglwys ond ar 
61 gyrfa yn cadw cyfrifon 
fe symudodd cyfeiriad a 
dilyn ei dileit wrth fynd i 
astudio garddwriaeth yng 
Ngholeg Pencoed a dysgu 
rhedeg busnes. Cafodd 
bawb y cyfle i ennill ei 



threfniadau lliwgar mewn 
raffl ar ddiwedd y 
prynhawn. 

Lliwgar tu hwnt y w 
gaith yr artist ifant o 
Aberaeon, Rhiannon 
Roberts. Mae ei gwaith 
yn dod yn fwy cyfarwydd 
erbyn hyn oherwydd ei 
bod wedi cynyddu’r nifer 
o ddeunyddiau y gwelir ei 
gwaith celf- nid yn unig i 
phrintiau a chardiau, ond 
powleni, coasters a 
matiau bwrdd. Maen 
nhw’n hynod o 



boblogaidd gyda 
thwristiaid sy’n helpu rhoi 
Cymru a Chymraeg ar y 
map, meddai. Mewn tair 
blynedd mae ei chwmni 
Rhiannon Art wedi 
sefydlu’i hun yn y Bae ac 
mae’n teithio bob cyfle 
gaiff hi i hyrwyddo’i 
gwaith mewn 
Eisteddfodau, gwyliau ac 
mewn ysgolion lie mae’n 
helpu plant i greu 
murluniau enfawr lliwgar 
yn ei harddull arbennig. 

Gwenda Richards 


Clybiau 



M AE yna ystod eang o glybiau chwaraeon cymunedol yn ail 
ddechrau ar 61 y Pasg - gan gynnwys Nofio, Tenis Bwrdd, 
Plantos Heini a Gymnasteg - ac maent yn cael eu cynnal 


mewn amryw o leoliadau ar draws y Fro. 

Mae yna glybiau newydd yn dechrau gyda dau glwb newydd mewn 
partneriaeth gyda ‘Vale Tenis’ yn Clwb Tenis Y Bontfaen ac yng Nghlwb Tenis 
Y Barri. Hefyd, ac fe fydd Clwb Athletau yn ail gychwyn yn Parc Jenner. 

Am fwy o wybodaeth am y clybiau, cysylltwch a Gareth East ar 07557 
322891 / garetheast@urdd.org 


B UODD yr ‘Ooze’ yn enw 
cyffredin ar gyfer yr Afon 
Elai o amser y Normaniaid 
tan y 19eg ganrif. Ai dyna felly 
gwraidd enw’r band dawns tecno 
arbrofol yr Wwzz a oedd y Super 
Furry ei hun Cian Ciaran yn rhan 
ohoni..? 

Enw arall ar yr afon oedd Afon Llai 
Llaid, enw oedd hefyd yn cael ei 
ddefnyddio hyd at ddechrau'r 
bedwaredd ganrif ar bymtheg sydd yn 
golygu mwd Uwydaidd yn 61 ‘The Place 
Names of Penarth’ gan Alan Thome, 
sydd efaUai ddim yn gyfarwydd gyda 
Gymraeg. Llai o ran maint i gymharu 
gyda’r Taf yw ystyr yr enw hynny 
buaswn i’n ei ddyfalu a dyma efaUai 
gwir tarddiad yr enw os nad yr afon, 
wrth i hi dreiglo’r Llai i fod yn Afon 
Lai! 

Ym mam Thome, “raison d'etre 
Penarth” yw’r Afon Elai, gan fod y dref 
yn edrych dros y man lie daw’r afonydd 
ynghyd i greu un aber enfawr, megis 
Aberystwyth y Cote d’Elai. O edrych o 


ben Penarth, tan y cyfnod oll- 
ddiwydiannol ddisgynnodd ar yr ardal 
yn sgil dod o hyd i Lo Gorau’r Byd 
(deunydd crai i losgi egni, nid aberth 
da) gwelwyd CEFN Y WRACH : 
graean banc a oedd i'w gael ar ben wely 
o marl yn gorwedd oddi ar Penarth a’n 
gwahanu aberoedd yr Afonydd Taf ac 
Elai nes iddi gael ei garthu nghanol y 
19eg ganrif, a oedd yn ynys sych yn 
ystod trai ac yn berygl tanddwr i longau 
yn y Uanw uchel. 

Roedd yr enw Cymraeg Cefn Wrach 
yn Uygriad o hen air Norseg ‘rack’; gair 
i ddisgrifio ffiordau Scandinafia gan 
fwyaf ac yn golygu, ‘rhywbeth sy’n cael 
ei throi ar ei fyny gyda gweithredoedd 
llanw a gwynt’ sy'n disgrifio’n briodol 
iawn sut y cafodd ei ffurfio. 

Gwelwn felly bod dylanwad 
Sgandinafia a’r diwydiannau trwm i’w 
gweld yn entymoleg ein Bro yn ogystal 
a mangre Roald Dahl yn y Bae a’r 
ambell i atgofiad o’r diwydiant glo sydd 
dal i’w gweld yna. 


Calendr 


Merched y Wawr 

17/04/15: Gwyl Wanwyn Merched y 
Wawr y De-Ddwyrain, 7.30pm yn 
Neuadd Lai Y Bontfaen; 
s. williams642@btintemet .com. 

Adran Addysg 
Gydol Oes Cyngor 
Bro Morgannwg 

20/04/15 a 27/04/15 yng Nghanolfan 
Palmerston; ‘Gweithdy Digidol: Dewch 
a’ch teclun!’ Gweithdy agored, am 
ddim. Cyfrifiaduron ar gael (5pm- 
7pm). 

Canu yn Gymraeg’ Dewch i ddysgu 
caneuon Cymraeg; addas i siaradwyr 
rhugl a dysgwyr (7-8.30pm). 

20/04/15: Noson Scrabble; 6.30pm- 
8.30pm yng Nghanolfan Palmerston. 

24/04/15: Darlith a Chinio - “Straeon 
y Mabinogi” (gan Yr Athro Sioned 
Davies). £8.50 i gynnwys cinio ysgafn. 
12.15pm yng Ngholeg Cymunedol y 


Bontfaen, Yr Hen Neuadd, Stryd Fawr 
y Bontfaen. Ffoniwch i gadw eich lie: 
01446 773831. 

27/04/15: Clwb Llyfrau - “Sais” gan 
Alun Cobb. 

7.30pm-8.30pm yng Nghanolfan 
Palmerston. 

Bob dydd Llun 2pm-3pm yn 
Llyfrgell Penarth, Sesiynau Amser Stori 
am ddim yn ystod tymor Ysgol; 
mnfumham @ valeofglamorgan .gov.uk 
/ 01446 733762. 

Cymrodorion y 
Barri 

21/04/15:1 nodi canrif a hanner ers 
sefydlu’r Wladfa Gymreig ym 
Mhatagonia bydd Dr Walter Ariel 
Brooks yn olrhain hanes ‘ Y Drafod’ - 
papur Cymraeg y Wladfa. 

Festri Capel Tabemacl, Heol Holton y 
Barri am 7.15pm. Croes cynnes i bawb. 


Twitter: @MIBroMorgannwg • Facebook: Menter Bro Morgannwg 
Ebost: ffion@menterbromorgannwg.org Ffon: (029) 20689888 www.menterbromorgannwg.org 
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PhillyBears enjoys its celebrations 



THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

Planning (Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblyqu a allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2015/00293/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Convert existing property from 2 self-contained flats 

into a single dwelling, internal alterations. External 
fire escape metal staircase to be removed. Existing 
lean-to access to ground floor flat to be demolished 
and existing openings to be blocked up. New single 
storey extension to the rear of the property to infill 
where the external staircase were. New bi-folding 
doors to rear elevation 

Location:/Lleoliad: 106, Stanwell Road, Penarth 

Conservation Area:/Ardal Gadwraeth Penarth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal :/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2015/00305/FUL 

Ground floor extension and balconies to rear 
Hawarden, 6, Church Place South, Penarth 

Penarth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal :/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 

Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2015/00336/FUL 

Proposed single and two storey extension 
Maltsters Cottage, Factory Road, Llanblethian, 
Cowbridge 

Llanblethian 


Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cais (au) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 

2015/00310/FUL 
Installation of bollards 

Barclays Bank Pic, 62, High Street, Cowbridge 


Rhif y cais: 
Proposal :/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


Affecting 62, High Street, Cowbridge, Grade II 


Departure from Development Plan/ 

Gwyro o'r Cynllun Datblygu 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2015/00249/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Development of 79 houses and associated open 

space vehicular and pedestrian access landscaping 
and infrastructure, including the demolition of 
Emmaville 

Location:/Lleoliad: Land to the East of St. Nicholas 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 9 April, 2015 
M. Goldsworthy 

Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 





PHILLYBEARS playgroup 
which meets at 5th Barry Sea 
Scout Hall in Everard Street, 
has had a very busy time since 
January. 

The topic for this term for the 
children has been celebrations. The 
first one they have been learning 
about is Chinese New Year and they 
had fun trying to work out if this year 
was the year of the goat or the year of 
the sheep. 

The children loved making pancake 
rolls with Alyson and Teresa. They 
learned about the different vegetables 
that go in them. The children enjoyed 
making Chinese hats and eating 
noodles, prawn crackers and physalis. 
They also learned to count to 10 in 
Chinese. 

In February the children celebrated 
Valentine’s Day by making cards for 
their loved ones (Mum and Dad) and 
eating red food. 

For Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) 
the children enjoyed watching 
pancakes being made and then eating 
them. 

St David’s Day was a fantastic time 
as the children really enjoyed dressing 
up in Welsh outfits or in rugby outfits. 
Then Steve made Welsh cakes with 
the children to take home for their 
families. 

Mother’s Day was all about making 


flower cards to give to their mothers. 

The children loved World Book 
Day on March 5. To help celebrate 
Red Nose Day on March 13 all the 
children came to playgroup wearing 
red and brought a teddy with them. 
They also made red nose cakes to take 
home with them. 

St Patrick’s Day on March 17 was 
all about the colour green so the 
children did green colourings and had 
green fruit for snack time and came to 
playgroup wearing green. 

Finishing the term was Easter, with 
Easter cards and Easter baskets to 
make. Then they made Easter nests 
with Alyson and Steve. 

PhillyBear’s Playgroup caters for 
children aged 18 months to five years 
old and has a big indoor area. For 
more information call Philippa on 
07757 665363. 

PW 

FLORAL SOCIETY 

THE next meeting of Barry 
Floral Society will be held at St 
Nicholas Half St Nicholas 
Road, Barry on Tuesday, April 
14 when Mrs Beryl Griffiths of 
Longhope will give a 
demonstration entitled *Floral 
Delights’ at 2.15pm. New 
members welcome. 


♦ 


Brighter 

Moves 


lirm ADIH1 


0.75% Selling Fees for April 

(Subject to minimum fee of £1250.00 plus VAT) 


Llantwit Major 01446 794433TBridgend 01656 655396TTalbot Green 01443 222420 


Website: brightermoves.co.uk email:info@ brightermoves.co.uk 
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Who wants to build what, and where? 


Miss Nancy Amery - 32 Fonmon Road, Rhoose - 
Retrospective erection of a fence. 

Mr Mark Newman - 9 Birch Grove, Barry - 
Construct new infill, single storey, flat roof 
extension. 

Mrs Katherine England - 3 Pinewood Close, 
Llandough - Loft dormer extension to include 
bedroom and en-suite bathroom. 

Mr Dean Lyons - Kim Sharp Motors, Robins 
Lane, Barry - Change of use of property from Class 
Use B2 (general industry) to Class Use C3 
(residential) to include the addition of a single storey 
extension. 

Mr Adam Musik - 35 Southey Street, Barry - 
Proposed single storey side and rear extensions. 

Mrs C Pugh - Cartref, Llanquian Road, 
Aberthin - Proposed detached garage. 

Mr and Mrs Jonathan and Linda Western - 
Brooklands, Pen Y Lan Road, Aberthin - 
Extensions and alterations to dwelling (an 
amendment to original planning permission 
2014/00389/LUL) to include dormers and garage. 

Mr Jason Price - Land to the north of the railway 
line off Pentir Y De, Rhoose - Removal of 
Conditions 5, 6 and 7 attached to outline planning 
permission 2010/00686/EAO granted in respect of 
the residential development of up to 350 dwellings, 
the laying out of formal and informal open space and 
changing rooms, new means of vehicular access onto 
Pentir Y De and associated infrastructure at land to 
the north of the railway line, Pentir Y De, Rhoose. 
Mr Gordon Mason - Unit 1, Priority Business 
Park, Barry - Alterations to the existing second 
floor of Unit 1 which includes the introduction of 
new windows at this level, one to the north west 
elevation and five to the north east elevation. In 
order to accommodate these windows, the lower sign 
to the north east will be removed and the sign to the 
north west relocated at the same level. Externally, it 
is proposed to develop the existing yard to Unit 1 
which includes the removal of an existing cabin, 
diesel tank, barriers and container as indicated on 
drawing 7326-05-10. It is proposed to replace with a 
new Portakabin, cycle stands, additional car parking, 
lorry parking bays, secure fenced compound, shelter, 
two containers and bunded fuel tank. 

Mr and Mrs A Jones - 138 Fontygary Road, 
Rhoose - Single storey extension. 


HSBC Banking pic - HSBC, 85 Holton Road, 
Barry - Existing external ATM to be replaced with 
new model ATM in same location. 

Mr Simon Hawkins, WF Holmes & Co - The 
Garage, Evans Street, Barry - Remove existing 
window, remove stone wall below and make good 
stonework, opening to match existing front new door 
and frame with outer roller shutter door for 
pedestrian access into the reception area. 

Mr Noel Thomas - Court Farm Granary, 
Llansannor - Proposed hay bam and plant store. 

Mr and Mrs Steven Lewis - The Links, off Pen Y 
Lan Road, Aberthin - Erection of new five 
bedroom dwelling, with a ridge height 300mm above 
the ridge height approved in planning permission Ref 
2014/01446/FUL. 

Mr David Williams - 6 Caer Worgan, Llantwit 
Major - Conversion of existing detached double 
garage to increase living space via extension link 
between existing two bedroom semi-detached 
dwelling and garage at 6 Caer Worgan, Llantwit 
Major. Ref 2015/00006/FUL. 

Mr Lee Adams - 11, Heol Pilipala, Rhoose Point, 
Rhoose - To convert existing integral garage into a 
dining room. 

Mr McKenzie - 64 Colcot Road, Barry - Two 
storey rear and side extension. 

Redraw Homes (South Wales) Ltd - Land to the 
east of St Nicholas - Development of 79 houses and 
associated open space, vehicular and pedestrian 
access, landscaping and infrastmcture, including the 
demolition of Emmaville. 

Vale of Glamorgan Council - Redlands House, 
Redlands Avenue, Penarth - Provision of disabled 
scooter shed to rear of Redlands House. 

Mr and Mrs Warren - The Walled Cottage, 25 
Britway Road, Dinas Powys - Demolish existing 
single storey extension to rear, constmct new two 
storey extension to rear of existing dwelling. 

Mrs R Oakley - 3 Weston Avenue, Sully - Two 
storey rear extension. 

Mr and Mrs Ward - 7 Eckley Road, Sully - 
Extension of existing garage plus associated works. 
Mrs Juliet Piper - Honeysuckle Cottage, 
Colwinston - Front porch and rear single storey 
kitchen extension. 

Ms Rosie Oreti - 4 Paget Place, Penarth - Single 
storey rear extension to provide open plan kitchen 


and family space. Extension to front of existing 
garage and Juliet balcony at first floor. 

Mr Michael Charles - The Grange, 10 Baroness 
Place, Penarth - Proposed rear aluminium 
conservatory/sun lounge and retention of garden 
store/shed to side. 

Mr and Mrs Dennis Sulley - 8 Spencer Drive, 
Llandough - First floor extension over existing 
kitchen. 

Dr Matthew Williams - 106 Stanwell Road, 
Penarth - Convert existing property from two self 
contained flats into a single dwelling, internal 
alterations. External fire escape metal staircase to be 
removed. Existing lean-to access to ground floor flat 
to be demolished and existing openings to be blocked 
up. New single storey extension to the rear of the 
property to infill where the external staircases were. 
New bi-folding doors to rear elevation. 

Mrs Heather Perkins -Woodlands Farm, Pont Sara 
Lane, Peterston Super Ely - Retrospective 
application to convert a four car garage into disabled 
accommodation for son who is in a wheelchair. 

Mr Mark Hocking - 3 Forrest Road, Penarth - 
Conversion of existing three-bedroom detached 
bungalow with annexe into four-bedroom dormer 
bungalow. Extensions and alterations including 
demolition of annexe at rear of property and 
proposed dormer extensions. 

Professor Peter Wells - 8 Wordsworth Avenue, 
Penarth - The proposed works consist of building a 
single storey flat roof (living roof) extension to the 
rear of the property comprising dining area, toilet 
with shower and sitting area. 

Mr Steven Hicks - 16 Meadowside, Penarth - Rear 
single storey extension. 

Mrs Amy Mote - 307 Barry Road, Barry - Single 
storey rear extension. 

Mrs Vicki Wiggins - 22 Cwrt Syr Dafydd, Llantwit 
Major - Single storey extension to rear of house. 

Mr and Mrs M Gaglani - 3 Baron Close, Penarth - 
Proposed double storey extension to side extension to 
side elevation and single storey to rear elevation. 
Mark Jones - Hawarden, 6 Church Place South, 
Penarth - Ground floor extension and balconies to 
rear. 

Mr Paul Thomas - 28 Readers Way, Rhoose - Two 
storey side and rear extension. 

Mrs N Richards - Tudor Lodge, Bonvilston - New 


stable/agricultural block. 

Sinclairs Law - The Cogan, 51 Hewell Street, 
Penarth - Establish flat above The Cogan public 
house remains as residential use. 

Barclays pic - Barclays Bank pic, 62 High Street, 
Cowbridge - Installation of bollards. 

Mr Anthony Isles - 22 Lake Hill Drive, 
Cowbridge - Proposed two-storey side extension 
and single-storey rear extension, to form new garage 
and utility room to ground floor, and master bedroom 
and en-suite bathroom to first floor. 

Mr Michael Rice - 4 Is y Coed, Wenvoe - Extension 
to family room and minor internal alterations. 

Dr Anthony Godfrey - Flat 2, 66 Victoria Road, 
Penarth - Single storey rear extension comprising a 
dining room accessed from the existing kitchen, a 
glazed roof verandah and a glazed greenhouse. 
Plymouth Settled Estates - Min y Don, 12 Marine 
Parade, Penarth - Demolition of part of existing 
chimney to reduce height. Extension of existing 
pitched roof over reduced chimney with hipped end. 
The occupier - The Longfield, Factory Road, 
Llanblethian - 10 - 15 per cent reduction and 
reshape of birch tree. Crown lift, 15 per cent crown 
reduction/thinning of Norway maple. Pollard back 
willow tree. 

Mr Scott - 46 Trem y Don, Barry - Proposed 
ground floor extension to living room with balcony to 
first floor garage conversion to form hobby room. 
Mr Ed Svendson - 14 Dyffryn Place, Barry - 
Demolition of garage, proposed two storey extension 
to form garage to ground floor and family room. 
Master bedroom suite to first floor. 

Mrs Pauline Eason - 20 St Cyres Road, Penarth - 
One two-storey replacement dwelling for existing 1.5 
storey dwelling. 

Mr Christopher Mackay - 66 Heol y Frenhines, 
Dinas Powys - Proposed front garage conversion 
and rear extension. 

Mr Simon Griffiths - Rhos Dawl, Trerhyngyll - 
Single storey garage to side elevation with dormers 
and alterations. 

Mr and Mrs Peter Sampson - 15 Laburnum Way, 
Dinas Powys - Replacement single storey extension 
to rear, new pitched roof over garage and entrance 
hall with associated works. 



Karen 


Branch Director 

EweMove 

Vale of Glamorgan 


We iwovU Vo sell ov leV yoiv Uowe. 

See all Our Properties on 

www.ewemove.com/barry 



[*T rightmove 


I MmeG 



£ 170,000 


Suran Y Gog, Barry 

• 3 Bedroom Link Detached 

• Desirable Village Location 

• Off Road Parking 



£ 215,000 


Melville Close, Barry 

• 3 Bedroom Semi 

• Countryside Views 


• Integrated Garage 


E ujefapve 

Sales eW Lettinjs 

01446 349349 





The Parade, Barry 

• 6 Double Bedrooms 

• Stunning Views 

• Ideal Investment 



Fontygary Road, Rhoose 

• 2 Bedroom Bungalow 

• Extensive Plot 

• Desirable Location 


Capel Calfaria, Barry 

• Impressive Apartment 

• 2 Huge Bedrooms 

• No Onward Chain 


Blenheim Close, Barry 

• Extended Semi Detached 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• No Onward Chain 


Maes Y Gwenyn, Rhoose 

• Detached Home 

• 4 Double Bedrooms 

• Cul-de-Sac Location 



Trusted Award 
Winning Agents 


Contact us for your FREE no obligation property appraisal 
CALL Karen or Richard on 01446 349 349 
Or text 'Barry2' to 60222 


or email rich@ewemove.com • ewemove.com/barry 


Ibp Propprty 



Glebe Street, Barry 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Close to Amenities 

• Rear Garden 



Court Road, Barry 

• 4 Double Bedrooms 

• 4 Bedroom 

• Central Location 
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Sycamore, Wesley Street, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 

West End Location 


£199,950 E4i 



West Street, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Period Features 
West End Location 


£219,950 tbc 





The Square, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
Village Location 
Superb Character 


£315,000 




Voss Park Drive, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Driveway for 4 Cars 
Outbuilding 


£285,000 


Llanmaes Road, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 

High Specification Kitchen 
Family Home 


£335,000 




Fairfield Rise, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
132' Garden 
Detached Annex 


£285,000 D56 



Nicholl Court, Boverton 

2 Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Diner 
Ideal FTB 


£95,000 D59 



Walnut Grove, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
GCH Combi 


£99,950 os? 


Boverton Court, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Extended 
Popular Location 


£174,950 D58 



Gian Y Mor, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 

_ Garage _ 


£269,950 D60 



Flanders Road, Llantwit Major 

6 Bedrooms 
3 Receptions 
Impressive Period Home 


Highmeadow, Llantwit Major 

3 Beds. 2 Recps. 

Garage. 57'Driveway. 
Westerly Garden. 


Clos Ogney, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 
Conservatory 


Carne Court, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Diner 
Southerly Garden 



WANTED 

1 or 2 bedroom 
apartment in 
Val d’lsere 
(Tignes considered) 

Call Linda 

029 2056 9966 



Barn Close, 103 Boverton Road 

4 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
Detached Garage 


£595,000 



Whitewell Drive, Llantwit Major 

5 Bedrooms 
Extended 
26' Kitchen/Diner 


£285,000 £44 



Llanmaes Road, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Impressive Driveway 


£224,950 E 52 


Rhoose 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Meadowcroft, Rhoose 
First Floor Apartment, 

One Bed, Appliances. 

E42. Band A. 

£400 PCM 

Murlande Way, Rhoose 
One Bedroom 
Private Garden, Driveway 
E42. Band B 
£425 PCM 

High Street, Barry 
Three Bedrooms, 

Central Location, Unfurnished 
E49. Band C. 

£495 PCM 

Burlington Street, Barry 
Two Bedrooms 
Well Presented, Shower 
D64. Band B 
£595 PCM 

Picketston Close, St Athan 

Three Bedrooms 

Open Plan Living/Kitchen 

Garage 

D63. Band C 

£650 PCM 

Nyth Yr Eos, Rhoose 

Six Bedrooms, Three Reception, 

Large Garden 

C74. Band G 

£1300 PCM 

Boverton, Single Garage to let. 
Up & Over Door. No Power or 
Lighting. £10 per week. 
Minimum 6 months, 
paid in advance. 


IMPORTANT CHANGES 
for PRIVATE LANDLORDS! 
Mandatory licensing in 
Wales will go ahead 
For full details visit the news 
tab on our website; chris- 
davies.co.uk or speak to our 
ARLA qualified lettings 
manager Claire 01446 791966 


Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

Call Dawn today to book a viewing 

01446 791967 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


chris-davies.co.uk 
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Is Your Renal Installer...? 
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ONI VISION ARE! 


£ ^ 


Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306E5LraH01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 




Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired/ 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
v _ www.lst-digital.co.uk _ 


THE AERML MAN (Barry) 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974065096/01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 

J COVERING ALL AREAS JS57 


Need an Accountant? 



I have 32 Years Experience. 

Full range of accountancy services offered. 
Daytime & evening appointments. 

No VAT. Call Andrew 01446 439419. 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 


J J’N 01446 420784 

J 07970 642537 W 

www.barryandvaledampproofing.co.uk 



MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


© STANTON 

CONSTRUCTION 
All building work covered 

• Roofing & Repairs 
• Rendering 
• Driveways 
• Guttering 
• Chimneys 
• Extensions 
• Disabled Bathrooms 
• UPVC Windows & Doors 
• Stairlifts 
• All Electric Work 
01446 489368 


TOOL& 

PLANT 

HIRE 

SALES & 
SERVICE 

BOTTLED 

GAS 


Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
Llandow CF717PF 
Tel. 01446 771999 
www.randt.co.uk 


DP. 
BUILDING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

no job . '‘S ' 

TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


Using Perfect Fit Blinds by Solar 

When you buy blinds for your conservatory windows, 
get the top openers free! 

No drilling! No screwing! No mess! Child safe! 





Barry Bridgend 

0)446 438103 01656 349473 

IVVi'if atllr prjd^.tl A (jid yHnj tun t *I L».*rJ <_«i t 

mi t www.sc^inim^iudcs.ta vk L Vd mart 


AWNINGS • CANOPIES ♦ SHUTTERS • MOrORISAlTON 


BLIND SALE! * 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly GENUINE 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


I MIKE ANDERSON 

(Builders extraordinaire) 


Experts in Listed Buildings 


• Renovations 
• Slate & Roof Tiling 
• Timber Framed Houses 

• Bam or Loft Conversions 

• Conservatories 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 
Wetrooms and all invalidity 

Bathrooms & Showers 


01656 771870 / 07976 720368 




The GEM 01446 774484 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HO Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 333330 


Call Eileen on 
07891 690791 
or email 

eileen@tindlenews 
.co.uk for ‘Don’t Do 
it Yourself’ 
enquiries - or to 
advertise on these 
pages. 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 




Menzies 
Carpentry Services 

KITCHENS, BEDROOMS I 

I & BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 

All aspects of Carpentry 
work undertaken 

01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 




VOLE CARPETS 


1 corner ta (fou 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


5S.C.D 

Carpentry 

We will beat any 
‘like for like’ 
kitchen quote. 
Free Design Service 
• Doors 

• Laminate Floors 
All aspects of g- . 
Carpentry 

07737 291444 or 
01446 748164 




GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 
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TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

s City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


JONES & 
JONES 

DECORATORS 

Interior - Exterior 
Est 30 Years 

01656 664337 

or 

07974 269384 





STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


upvc specialist 

• UPVC Windows • Fascias 

• Doors • Conservatories 

• Guttering • Vertical Sliders 

• Composite Doors • Soffits 

• Over 30 years experience 

Mob: 07831409 S67 

Tel: 029 20 5! 





A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domestic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances not removed. 
Appointment times given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl 

Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical 
Services 


\£=] 


Domestic 

Installer 


Approved contractor 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

d.reffell@hotmail. co. uk 


0 

opt 


ALL 

Electrical Work 
Carried Out 

Fully Insured & Registered 
ft Electricians •'s* 


mmu ricallfcHJ 


Washing Machines 
Electric Cookers, 
Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


any dan ©scwfes© 


|QGULUVER Fi ?.;s:rl 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
§ No Job too Small 
f 35 Years Experience 
§ Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 404506 
Mobile: 07914 056255 


ONE MAN WENT TO MOW 


r t inffti iMIVf: 

l&Dxuru 4 / 

luuHitari* 4 


Lawnmowers need 
regular servicing, so 
come to the experts, 
Cardiff Lawn and 
Garden at Ely Bridge, 
Cardiff. We offer 
advice, sales and 
service on lawnmowers 
and garden equipment, 
plus we’ll collect and 
return your serviced 
lawnmower! 


Tel: 02920 569311 www.cardifflawnandgarden.co.uk 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting • Tree Felling • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Pollarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting 
Tree Dismantling • Root Pruning • Ground Clearance 
Call us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Seasoned Hard Wood Logs For Sale 


M 5 


Llewellyn Garden Services 

Mowing, Hedge Cutting, 

Fencing, Garden Clearance, 

Patio Washing 

Great House Farm 
Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 



NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bridge Vale Tree Services 

Qnprialictc in felling, pruning, 

dUGMdllblb III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees thinning out and 

TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Teh 01446 713857 
SITE CLEARANCE or 07921 902729 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting. 
Fencing Repairs. 

Jet /Pressure 
Wash Service. 

No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 


07891 965150 
01446 700182 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


LUMBERJACKS cS 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES IPTC 

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

Call Dion on 01446 728197 

We Serve Cowbridge, 
Bridgend, Barry & The Vale 


Tree felling 
Dangerous tree work 
Dead wooding 
Thinning out & stump < 
removal (at reduced rate • 
if we have removed tree) • 
Hedges, Bushes & Shrubs 


Tree preservation 
orders checked 
for free 
Dismantling 
Pruning 
Pollarding 
Crown lifting 


| WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE~| 

All garden work undertaken 

Free Estimate, Fully Insured, 

8am to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 



Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


35 years established company 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
amm plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured tL!tfg> 
WM Service Engineers ‘ 

msimmzimiiM 


Gas 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


The GEM 


jdomplrte Carden Services 

‘ FtXTNG • DECKING + HISS FH.LBD, HBDGB 

\Si: PA1M W3PA11Lh 

Telephone: 01446 624274 
or 07765 611753 


• Gardening & Landscaping 
SViktV&Hty * Fencing, Garden Clearance 

• Ground Maintenance 


Best Value 4 Money 
Guaranteed 




_ •All Tree Work 

Call 01446 622 279 or 07710 242 013 


c ldUiiriAiiij £3 a/visas ► 


nuftui 

6 HtHTING 


memo 

tSfftVKC 


»Boiler Installations 

• Boiler Upgrades 

> Boiler Breakdown 
Specialists 

• Full Central Heating System & Gas Installation Specialists 

Installations . 

> Power Flushing Specialists Call KSVill Gal6 011 

• Repairs/24Hr Callouts 07891 984965 

> Full Bathroom Installations n-t aac jonon^ 

■ All General Plumbing Works u 1440 


The 

GEM 


‘DC Plumbing 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 


0*44# 41 Jf 71 

vjl « omi**f»i» 



Tel: 01656 655687 
M: 07791 259279 


jW Bathrooms 


Plumbing •Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No jobj, 
too small 
07526 125982 
01446 678671 



Eco Plumbing 


Bathroom & Wetroom 
Installations 
•Tiling‘Building 
All Work Guaranteed 

07855 402 657 



S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING ■ DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, iy Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


J P EDWARDS 

PLUM 8 ING & 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01446 790127 07719S0SS26 

»«»* UUMM NOCAU OUf QUW 


q * Plumbing & Heating 

|| ' 01446 623 353 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

P" Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^^^J 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. - 
Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 
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01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 



ROOF REPAIRS & 
REPLACEMENT 
(including flat roofs). 
All other home 
improvement & building 
work carried out. 


FREEPHONE 0800 0029959 

www.hamptonshomeimprovements.com 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


mum HMD MOTORS 

Unbeatable cash prices paid for all Cars & Vans 
with or without MOT - Any age, any condition 


£100-£10,000 PAID 


SAME DAY COLLECTION 


TRY US BEFORE YOU SCRAP! 

Call Jack on 01446 728137 or 07500 901065 

Free, no obligation quote 


24HR RECOVERY SERVICE 


Unit 7, Cardiff Road Business Park, CF63 2PQ 



Fairfax & Glover Roofing 

• Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


II Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
All work considered 
Any Place - Any Time 

07944 743932 


WANTED 


Classic/Old Car 

Any age, any condition, including 
an unfinished project or motorcycle. 

If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331/01446 794866 





9 


Driving School Ltd 

• Learn to drive at 14yrs old 
• Intensive 1 week courses 
• Special student rates • B+E Towing Lessons 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


'jllkiu 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 


Tel 07787 380972 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


WANTED 

for cash in all areas 


Cars, Vans, Lorrys 
& Quads. In any 
condition running or 
not. With or without 
MOT, insurance loss 
or third party. 

£200-£3000 

Please ring anytime 
7 days 9am-10.30pm 


Office: 01446 732222 
Mobile: 07816 205895 


to? ©ate 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 - 

www.bonnytiler.co .uk 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk | HI' nr* i*lmnr matm f wvofl ttin mrnttif 

Call 01446 771567 - . . 

tsfsfj fnfi?tnfc no u< lOOSlSK 



FIREWOOD 

i ■:! .% * T > * t: 1 





Tiling by Tanya 

4* All aspects of wall & floor tiling 

* Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 

* Friendly, professional service 

* No obligation free quotes 

07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 


f Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) wanted 


ATLANTIC 

Sflf SIDBMi 

Self Storage 
Containers & Lock-Ups 
sited in Barry 
www.atlanticselfstorage.co.uk 


01446 677648/07813 134123 


• External New 
Watertight Containers 

• Internal Personal 
Storage for personal 
belongings. 

• Business Storage 

• Pick up service 
available. 

• All covered by 24 hr 
CCTV in Secure 
Compound 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 

r -' Barry’s newest car 

Mdismantling facility ■aWiftlM 
* m '■ registered with the 

* V* environment agency, DVLA 

\ * & Vale of Glamorgan Council 

s.____ ) Free of Charge: 

Immediate payment of up to £10,000 • Light demolition 
MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. * Factory/Farm Clearances 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, * Ail grades of metal taken 
Alummium / Stainless steel, • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

Computer boards / Electric cable * Household appliances 

and catalytic converters • Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 


ZMtete© F iXf- ©ate 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


Slimline 

Stairlift 

Fitted guaranteed 
by local engineer 

£750 

01446 711739 


Two Cream 
Italian Leather 
Chairs 

As new, cost 
£1000 

Sell £300. 
01446 771005 


TiJjjyfuJ 


181 _, . 

Court Road, Lyndsay Ellis @ Te J& e 

CF6MEX THE VALE F^E ^ LSE RVI C E 407962 


A Professional & Personal 
Service to the highest 

STANDARDS 


Family owned & run by husband 
& wife Lyndsay & Nicola 


Service Chapel with seating 
FOR UP TO 400 PEOPLE 


Fully qualified & experienced 

MEMBERS OF STAFF 


w w w.valefuner alser vice .co .uk 





c/ark . independent 
J^uneral rectors 

Caring for Your Loved Ones 


• Loved ones remain at rest at our Barry premises 

• 24hr Immediate Attention • Private Chapel of Rest 

• Private Service Chapel • Affordable Funeral Packages 

• Male & Female Staff • Funeral Plans Offered 

Average price of a funeral £2,750 
Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 
7, Tynewydd Rd, Barry, 

Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 8HB 

IVrlei I Choke 



W A Brown Son 


Fantfti Director* 


* Plan* 

- u- in mmh) 


CcicO* 

Am 


W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

pre-paid funeral plan available 
54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 



Toyota Yaris 
I.OVVT-i 

3 door, 2005 model, 
in silver, 31,500 
miles, FSH. 54mpg, 
low insurance, 
perfect condition, 

£2595 ovno 
01446 773010 
07870 507232 


Mtete§ ite? £tete 


Moulinex 
Masterchef 350 
food mixer 
Barely used. £35 
Noritake (Selina 
Pattern) 16 piece 
dinner service Mint 
condition. Circa 1960. 
£35. 

Beswick China 
Tiger. Circa 1960. 

Offers over £150. 

01446 740817 * 


4 Dining 
Chairs 

Good condition, 
Leather look 

£100 ono 

07971 622283 


Stairlift - £250 
4 Dining Chairs - £20 
Hallstand - £10 
Electric Mobility 
Chair-£150 
All excellent condition 
01446 413972 

Buyer collects 14 


Men’s Apollo Phaze 
20” frame red bike with 
mudguards and 2 crash 
helmets, hardly used, 
like new £100 
Exercise foot cycle 
everlast £20 
Electro flex circulation 
massager electrical 
stimulator £40 

01446 773282 14 


Household 

Clearance 

Everything to go by April 
20th 2015. White goods, 
Double bed, Carpets, 
TV’s, Fishing Rods & 
Reels/Camping Tents. 
Writing/Computer Table 
& Matching Set of 
Drawers. Drinks Cabinet, 
3 Man Settee & 

Lots More. 

07549001157 14 


Nathan Teak 
Sideboard 

5ft wide x 4ft high 
x 18 inches deep 

£75 

Beko 3.6 Upright 
Freezer £40 
01446 793400 , 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk I 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 
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aiMII j r “Have you got what 
4 v- vtt it takes to be part 

of “The Crew” 
at Barry’s 5 Star 
,li High Street Butchers?” 


Vic Hopkins & Son are looking for a qualified 
butcher to start immediately for two months 
work with the probability of permanent part 
time work thereafter. 

CVs in writing to: Vic Hopkins Butchers, 

93 High Street, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 7DY 
or email to: welshbutchers@yahoo.co.uk 


o Happy Birthday 

^Gillian Tasked 

* * for I Ith April 

Love from 
all your friends 
at The GEM 
xxx 



Happy 12th Birthday 

ABIGAIL 
BAKER 

on 15 th April 

Lots of love, ^ 
hugs & kisses, , 
Mum, Dad, 

Joe and all 
the family 



GEM FAMILY NOTICES 


PARSONS 

Thomas James 

Peacefully, on March 27 at Morriston Hospital, 
Jim of Llantwit Major. Beloved husband of 
Iris, dearly loved father of Barry, Michael, 
Pauline and the late Jimmy and John, much 
loved by all his grandchildren and great¬ 
grandchildren. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James 
& Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Thursday, April 16, 
service and cremation 1.15pm at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend. No flowers by request, 
donations in lieu, if desired, to Cardiac Ward, 
Princess of Wales Hospital, Bridgend (please 
make cheques payable to W James & Sons charity 
account) c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 3DZ. 


I*® KRISTENSEN **| 

Eunice Mary Irene 

Passed away peacefully on Thursday, March 
26 at Llandough Hospital, aged 90 years 
surrounded by her family. Much loved mum of 
David and Paul and their families, and sisters 
Anne, Gillian and brother David. 
Committal at Barry Crematorium on Friday, April 
10 at 1pm, followed by memorial service at 
St David’s Church, Colcot. 

Family flowers only with donations in lieu of 
flowers to cancer research charities. 


GRIFFITHS 

Thelma Mary (Mrs G) 

Died peacefully at home on March 26,2015, 
aged 98 years. Beloved wife of the late Em, 
much loved mother of Ann and mother-in-law 
of Ray. Grandmother of Emma and Chris and 
great grandmother of Thomas and Lottie. 

Funeral will be held at St Cadoc's Catholic 
Church, Cowbridge on Tuesday, April 14 at 11am, 
followed by a private burial. Family flowers only 
but donations if desired to Crossroads in the Vale 
Ltd, Westhouse, Stanwell Road, Penarth, CF64 
2YG. 


I* WEBSTER 

Charles Edward 

Passed away peacefully at Countess Mountbatten Hospice 
in Southampton, on Sunday, March 29. Much loved 
husband of Elizabeth (Liz). Beloved father of Mark, 
Paul and his wife Amanda. Proud grandfather of 
Lauren, Alice, Joseph and Emma. 

Funeral service at the Portchester Crematorium on 
Thursday, April 16 at 1,45pm. Special thanks to the caring 
staff on F4 at Queen Alexandra Hospital and Countess 
Mountbatten Hospice. Family flowers only please. If 
desired, donations in memory of Charles can be made to 
Parkinson's UK or the Countess Mountbatten Hospice. 




BAILEY 

Graham Whitney 

27th March 2015. Adored husband, 
best friend and soulmate of Wendy. Devoted 
stepfather of Mark and Tracy Bailey, both deceased. 

Funeral service 12.30pm on Wednesday April 15, 
St James Church, Wick. Family flowers only, 
donations direct to Cancer Research UK. 

All further enquires to Rosemount Funeral Home, 
Bridgend, telephone 01656 653156. 


I* EVANS 

Wilfred 

Unexpectedly and peacefully in Great Longstone, 
Derbyshire, on 26 March 2015, Wilf of Llantwit 
Major. Beloved husband of the late Mary. 

Resting at WA Brown & Son, College Street, Llantwit 
Major until the funeral service on Wednesday, April 
15 in Coychurch Crematorium at 10.30am. Family 
flowers only but donations may be made to Ty Hafan 
Childrens Hospice c/o the Funeral Home. 

JONES 

Teresa Ann (Teri) 

Peacefully in her sleep at Holme Towers on 
March 29, Teri, aged 66, sadly passed away. 
Devoted wife of Vincent, loving mother of Louisa, 
Simon and Matthew, also mother-in-law to Mark 
and Emily. Cherished nan to Luke and Joshua, 
Bronte, Maisy and Lawson. 

Teri will be dearly missed by all her family and friends. 
Resting in the private chapel of The Vale Funeral 
Service, 181 Court Road, Barry until her service at 
The Vale Funeral Service Chapel, Windsor Road (opp 
Mount Sorrel Hotel) on Wednesday, April 15 at 10am 
followed by committal at Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium at 11am. 

Immediate family flowers only, donations if desired 
may be made at the service to Marie Curie, Penarth. 
Black attire not necessary, you may wear something 
colourful in memory of Teri. 

All enquires to Nicola Ellis 01446 407962. 

CRONIN 

Rosemary Ann 

Rose passed away suddenly but peacefully at 
home in Penarth on Saturday, March 28, aged 80 
years. Beloved wife of Joe, much loved mum of 
Carol, Sharon, Teresa and Sylvia. A wonderful 
nana to Cara, Phillip, Jason, Bethan, Hayley and 
Rhya. Great grandmother of Mason and Cole. 
She will be greatly missed by her family 
and friends. 

Funeral service to be held at St Joseph’s Church, 
Penarth, on Friday April 10 at 10.45am, followed by 
cremation at Barry Crematorium at 12 noon. Family 
flowers only please. Donations, if desired, may be 
made to the British Heart Foundation or Marie 
Curie Cancer Care, c/o Penarth Funeral Directors, 
30 Hickman Road, Penarth, CF64 2AL. 








GRIFFITHS 

Evan Llewellyn 

Peacefully on March 24 at his home in St 
Nicholas, Llew, aged 96 years. Beloved husband 
of the late Molly, “Appy Pappy” will be sadly 
missed by the five generations he leaves behind. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Friday, April 17, service 
2pm at Trehill Presbyterian Church, St Nicholas, 
followed by cremation at Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry at 3pm. No flowers by request, 
donations in lieu, if desired, to RNLI 
c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, Vale of 
Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 




Doosan Babcock 

Accommodation Required 

Aberthaw Power Station shutdown 
for 16 weeks. Any sort of accommodation 
is required for men coming to site. 
Contact Office Manager Jenny Webb 
on 01446 750271 ext 2675 or 
Clive Thorne on ext 2277. 


DARKEN • PARREN • PARREN • PARREN • PARREN 


Happy Birthday 

PARREN BAKER 


on 9 April 


Lots of Love, 

Sue, Joe, Abigail 
£ all the 
family xxx 


Barren * parren « parren * parren « pakkenh 


HxGnEZSilS 


^ dfapfnf 40th ^ 

Wedding - (n/u'oemtnj 



Congratulations 

Gerwyn & Glenys Thomas 

on your Ruby Wedding Anniversary 
on 12 th April 
All our love 

Liane, Carey, Dannii, Iain, Emily, Gareth 
and all your grandchildren xxx 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise 
with The 
GEM, and 
reach 
42,000 
homes 
from 

Penarth to 
Porthcawl 



in Cowbridge 
07480 515002 


‘COME FORWARD!’ 


Council urges 
community 
library groups 


THE process for 
submitting 
‘expressions of 
interest’ in running 
a number of 
libraries in the Vale 
is now open. 

Following 
consultation with 
residents and library 
users, the Vale Council 
announced in March 
that it would be 
seeking to develop 
community-managed 
libraries in Dinas 
Powys, Rhoose, 
Wenvoe, Sully and St 
Athan. 

The council is now 
accepting expressions 
of interest in running 
one or more of these 
libraries. 

Jennifer Hill, 
director of learning 
and skills, said: “We 
are seeking to develop 
these libraries in 
conjunction with local 
communities. 

The council will 
continue to provide the 
book stock, peripatetic 
professional librarian 
support and back up 
support which can be 
accessed through any 
of the four town 
libraries based at 


Penarth, Barry, 
Cowbridge and 
Llantwit Major. We 
will also support the 
recruitment and 
training of volunteers.” 

Individuals or 
groups interested in 
running a community 
library, are now being 
asked to submit an 
initial expression of 
interest by May 18. 

Following an initial 
appraisal of the 
expressions of interest, 
the council will work 
with interested parties 
to assist them in 
developing business 
cases ahead of a second 
deadline of July 12. 

Decisions will then 
be made on whether or 
not to transfer 
individual libraries to 
the community, on the 
basis of these business 
cases. 

Those wishing to 
express an interest in 
running a library, or 
who would like more 
information, should 
contact Andrew 
Borsden, lead officer for 
community learning, by 
emailing 

AMBorsden @valeof 
glamorgan.gov.uk. 


Frankenstorm 
wins, by royal 
appointment! 


LLANHARAN’S 
Tom David, 
assistant trainer to 
the Princess 
Royal's daughter 
Zara Phillips, rode 
a winner for her at 
the North Cotswold 
Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases at 
Paxford on Easter 
Monday. 

Riding her 

Frankenstorm, the 4-6 
favourite, Tom in a 
close-fought finish 
managed to beat his 
solitary rival Stow Hill 
by a short head. 

There was a 

tremendous crowd at the 
South Pembrokeshire 
Point-To-Point at 
Lydstep near Tenby, 
where Tom's younger 
brother Evan, riding 
Anger Management, 
finished third in the 
men's open race behind 
Sir Du Beam and Rosies 
Peacock. The winner 
won by half-a-length 
with Anger Management 
20 lengths back in third 
place. 

David Brace, of the 
Dunraven Stud Farm at 
Pyle near Bridgend, saw 
his five-year-old bay 
gelding Dunraven Storm 
land the restricted race 
by a length from the 
Wayne Maskill 
partnered Dream Bolt. 

Dunraven Storm was 
partnered by Bradley 
Gibbs, who rode a well 
judged race, then half- 
an-hour later or so, Mr 
Brace OBE witnessed 
his 13-year-old 


grandson Connor Brace 
win the 138cms pony 
race on his 12-year-old 
mare Molly. 

There were only two 
ponies for the 148cms 
pony race and Connor, 
on the long odds-on 
favourite Dont Tell Dai, 
was expected to make it 
a double. 

But it was Jack 
Tudor, aged 12, riding 
his seven-year-old mare 
She’s A Goodun, which 
emerged the winner. 

BRIAN LEE 

NEWS 

IN BRIEF 

Hustings 

FocusBARRY is hosting 
a parliamentary hustings 
on Wednesday, April 15 
at West End Club, Saint 
Nicholas Road Barry, 
from 7pm to 8.30pm. 

It is a chance to put 
questions to candidates 
for a seat in Westminster 
at next month’s general 
election. 

Diabetes 

event 

VALE of Glamorgan 
Diabetes UK Voluntary 
Group will meet on 
Tuesday, April 21 in the 
Board Room, Llandough 
Hospital, Penarth from 
7.30pm-9pm. 

The speaker, Andrew 
Crowder, will be talking 
about retinopathy and 
practical exercises 
involving photographing 
members’ eyes. All 
welcome. 
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VIFC extend lead at the top! 


THE Vis bulldozed bottom side Knap 
FC 9-2 to move 14 points clear at the top 
of the league in preparation for this 
Sunday’s Supporters Cup final. 

Jordan Mortimore notched four goals, James 
Austin hit a brace with one each for Leigh Lewis, 
Aaron Rogers and Dean Cleave. 

VI started slowly and Knap forced a couple of 
corners early on but it was from VI corners that 
the goals came. 

Nicky Cox fired an early warning shot as his 
header was narrowly wide but minutes later, after 
a goalmouth scramble that saw Aaron Rogers 
effort cleared off the line, Mortimore fired in 
Reece Lewis’ corner. 

The lead was doubled when Austin nodded 
Lewis’ corner in from close range and then made 
it three not long after in a carbon copy of Austin's 
first. 

Halftime saw Leigh Lewis introduced off the 
bench and on the hour Dean Cleave and Richie 
Humphreys were brought on. 

It was Humphreys’ interception that broke to 
Courtney Goodwin, and his through ball found its 
way through to Leigh Lewis clean in on goal and 
he delightfully chipped the oncoming keeper. 

Knap pulled one back as an in-swinging free 


kick found its way into the net from deep. VI 
didn’t let it break their rhythm and Leigh Lewis 
played in Roger but his shot was just wide. 

Leigh Lewis was involved again as he was 
picked out by Tony Charles on the right, and 
Lewis’ left-footed cross was met with a diving 
header by Cleave into the bottom corner. 

VI continued to push forward and Mortimore 
made it five from a Leigh Lewis throw-in that 
was dummied by Cleave for the skipper to flick 
over the defender and steer the ball past the 
keeper. 

Charles was getting acres of space and his ball 
into Cleave was laid off to Rogers and finished 
with a powerful strike from the edge of the area, 
one the forward enjoyed, his first goal since the 
end of January. 

Humphreys broke up the play again from the 
back, he picked out Leigh Lewis and he played in 
Mortimore to score. 

VI rounded off their scoring after good work 
from R Lewis found Charles, who picked out 
Rogers. Rogers teed up Mortimore to finish past 
the hapless keeper to score his fourth of the 
afternoon and 56th goal of the season. 

Knap pulled one back from the penalty spot 
right at the death after a hand ball, but it was 
merely a consolation. 


Rugby league greats will 
appear at fundraiser event 


WALES Rugby League 
president Mike Nicholas is 
launching a series of 
fundraisers for Welsh 
Conference Rugby League 
clubs. 

The first will be held for 
Bridgend Blue Bulls on Friday, 
May 22, at The Hi-Tide Inn, 
Porthcawl. 

This will be a sportsmen’s 
evening with special guest 
speakers in dual code Welsh and 
Lions international and former 


Blue Bulls player, John Devereux, 
and former Great Britain rugby 
league international, Andy 
Gregory. 

Nicholas will be master of 
ceremonies and said: “This is the 
first in a series of events we can do 
for Welsh Conference community 
clubs. Bridgend Blue Bulls are 
first following Stephen Smith’s 
discussions with myself, but 
anyone can be next. 

“I would love to see fellow 
clubs helping each other out by 
booking tables at each other’s 


events and building a great 
community spirit in rugby league 
in Wales. Please contact me if you 
want your club to be next with a 
proposal for a date and venue.” 

Please email 

tmbluebulls@gmail.com or call 
07712 243581 to buy tickets, and 
if you want your club to be next in 
Mike Nicholas’ Rugby League 
fundraising nights, please contact 
Nickomanagement@hotmail.com. 

IG 


Team: PLucas, R.Lewis, N.Cox, D.Garrison, 

J.Robinson, JLaing, T.Charles, JAustin, 

C.Goodwin, A.Rogers, J.Mortimore. Substitutes: 
L.Lewis, D.Cleave, R.Humphreys. 

It was a good day for VI as their title rivals 
Wenvoe Arms lost 2-0 to Rhoose Rovers and VI 
moved 14 points clear, although Wenvoe do still 
have three games in hand. 

VIFC can now look forward to the Supporters’ 
Cup final against Tynewydd on Sunday, April 12, 
at Jenner Park. Kick off will be 2.15pm so come 
and support the side as they look to win their first 
trophy after coming so close last season. 

Previous to their win over Knap, the Vis saw 
off Tynewydd 3-0 at a windswept Rhoose, 
Courtney Goodwin, Jamie Robinson and 
Jordan Mortimore with the goals. 

Bill Laing’s side started brightly as rain swept 
across the field, Courtney Goodwin finding 
plenty of room on the right hand side to take the 
ball into the box and fire the league leaders into 
an early lead. 

Jamie Robinson doubled the advantage as the 
young full-back picked the ball up from deep on 


the right and drove into the area. He teed up 
Austin who screwed his shot wide. 

The ball was picked up by Mortimore who 
whipped a low cross into the box for full back 
Robinson to turn the ball in from close range. 

Captain Mortimore then got in on the act as the 
away keeper came to collect a high ball and 
collided with Mortimore. The keeper fumbled the 
ball and the VI leading scorer made no mistake. 

Team: PLucas, J .Robinson, D.Garrison, 

N.Cox, R.Lewis, J.Laing, T.Charles, J Austin, 

C.Goodwin, J.Mortimore, A.Rogers. Substitutes: 
R.West, S.Thomas. 

Thank you to the fans who turned up to 
support the lads and have continued to support us 
throughout the season. 

Likewise, we appreciate the continued backing 
from our sponsors - Owens Motor Services, 
Llandow. Higgsy Site Services, Barry, and The 
Three Horseshoes Inn, St Athan. 

HD 


SKITTLERS GEAR UP 
FOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 


WELSH skittles 
aces, the Barry 
Stars women’s 
team, are gearing 
up for the 
forthcoming 
Butcombe British 
Skittles 
championships, 
whose qualifying 
rounds begin next 
month. 

Last year they were 
the only Welsh team to 
reach the finals, but they 


had such a good time that 
they’re getting together a 
second team for the 
mixed competition this 
year. 

In their two year 
history in the 
competition, Barry Stars 
reached the quarter finals 
at their first attempt in 
2013. 

Last year they 

qualified for the finals 
once again but exited 
gracefully after the first 
round to former 
champions the Sinners 


from Exeter. 

First round losers 
automatically entered the 
women’s Plate 

competition and the team 
valiantly reached the 
semi-finals before going 
out to the St John’s 
Rollers from Weston 
Super Mare 

Captained by Toni 
Lambert this year, the 
team play out of the Sea 
View Club. 

More than 150 teams 
from all over the UK 
regularly compete in the 


Butcombe 
championships, which 
begin with a series of 
knockout rounds from 
April through to August. 

The 64 finalists then 
converge on Torquay’s 
Riviera International 
Conference Centre in 
September to battle it out 
for trophies, prize money 
and Butcombe beer. 

If you are interested in 
entering a team, please 
visit 
www.seriousaboutevents. 
co.uk. 


BARRY TYRE CENTRE Ltd « 

A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years 


FREE CHECK & TOP UP 






FREE Battery Check 
FREE Anti-freeze check & top up 
FREE Windscreen Wash check 
& top up 

FREE Oil check 
Tyre check 



• Wheel Alignment 

• Tyres, Exhausts 
& Batteries 

• Motorcycle tyres 
fitted & balanced 

• Car servicing 
& repairs 

• Diagnostic plug-in 

• 4x4 tyres & Alignment 


MoT's 



Special offers 

175/65X14 from £27.50 inc vat 
1557013 from £25.00 inc vat 
205/55VR16 from £35.85 inc vat 
Fully fitted - no hidden costs 


www. ba r ryty rea utoce n t re .co.uk 



MICHELIN, HELPING YOU 
STAY SAFE ON THE ROAD 

BUY MICHELIN TYRES AND CLAIM A 
FUEL GIFT CARD WORTH UP TO £100* 



*Terms and conditions apply. Participating dealers only. Offer applies to car, van and 4x4 
tyres only. Valid from 1 March until 30 April 2015. Maximum one claim per vehicle. 


205/5516 Michelin Energy .£89.95 Fully Fitted 

19565HR15 Michelin Energy....£63.95 Fully Fitted 


WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 


LOWER GUTHRIE 
STREET, BARRY CF634PS 

01446 737447 



Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1pm 



HOLTON ROAD, 

BARRY CF634HU 

01446745888 

Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 3pm 


Go online to check out our special deals! 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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Rugby club celebrate milestone 
against local rivals on Saturday 


SATURDAY sees a landmark for Llantwit 
Major RFC as we host Cowbridge. 

While this is a local derby against our near 
neighbours, it will also commemorate the first 
recorded fixture played by Llantwit Major RFC way 
back in 1889, which was against Cowbridge. 

Both clubs have come a long way since then and 
celebrate many successes. Llantwit, of course, are 
double silver ball winners back in the 1960s and who 
can forget last season’s visit to the Millennium 
Stadium for the SWALEC Bowl final. 

Following early season promise, Llantwit have 
fallen off the pace of late and see themselves 
currently in fourth position in the league and will be 
looking to bounce back from last week’s defeat 
against a strong Old Illtydians team. 

It is testament to the club that the side has taken 
the field for every game, given that a number of 
players left the club pre-season due to work 
commitments and there have been a number of 
injuries. 

The club has organised a special day this Saturday 
and has invited all past captains and sponsors to a 
pre-match buffet to celebrate the 125th anniversary. 


It is hoped that the community will also get involved 
and come down and make the day special. 

As with all local derbies this will be keenly 
contested although Cowbridge will be hoping to 
avoid the crushing defeat they suffered at the hands 
of Llantwit at home back in December. 

Despite being reduced to 14 men, Llantwit 
managed to win 32-3; it would be the ultimate fillip 
if they could record a similar result this Saturday in 
front of their home fans. 

It has been a long season for Cowbridge as they 
have seemed to struggle with the change in divisions 
and they are joint second from bottom on 17 points. 

With four games left to go Llantwit will be keen 
to end the season with a run of four victories. 

Last weekend, two of the club’s junior section set 
off on tour. The under-13s visited Holland and the 
under-15s and 16s went to Ghent. 

Both age groups took part in tournaments made 
up of teams from all over Europe and the club is 
pleased to announce that both were victorious and 
lifted the cups. 

It appears that the club’s future is bright and the 
continued dedication of parents and coaches who 


take time on a Sunday to run the section is something 
the club is proud of. 

The club has also been nominated for a Llantwit 
Major Town Citizen Award and they will find out on 
April 18 whether it has been successful. It would be 
appropriate in its 125th year that the club is 
recognised for its part in the community of Llantwit 
Major. NE 


BARRY & DISTRICT MENS 
SKITTLE LEAGUE RESULTS 


DIVISION 1: 

Barry Park’B’(R.Freeman 27) 
263, Mighty Dockers P.Burrough 
30) 274; Blue Monkey (R.Fox 28) 
281, Park Lads (D .Morgan 26) 
252; Cavaliers (L .Payne, 
G.Stephenson 31) 283, 

49’ers.(G.Yarr 30) 280; Colcot 
Boys (T.Sherrin 28) 272, The 
Merrymen (H.Beaudette 32) 264; 
Geest (L.Western 29) 247, Ex- 
Servicemen (T.Caciar 30) 258; 
Park Rangers (R.Webb 26) 266, 
Barry Park ‘B’ (AMartin 34) 286; 
The Hairy Lemons (J.Hoare 26) 
258, Bunker Boys (D.Hewitson 
27) 258; The Merrymen ( 

C .Leckie 28) 295, The Hairy 


Lemons (L.Russell 30) 289; West 
End Stars (D .Beattie 27) 241, Park 
Rangers (T.Power 28) 250. 

Division 2: 

BP Breakaways (J.Gee, 
P.Gardner 28) 277, Witchill 

Wizards (C .Tipton 27) 198; Buffs 
Exiles ( T.Wackham, I.Dowdell 
24) 237, Sea View (A.Chick 25) 
250; Road Runners (B.Smith 32) 
280. Tynewydd Lads (K.Germon 
26) 249; The Royalists 

(J.McEwan 27) 224, Exiles 

(R.Lougher, J.Miles 31) 306; 
Tynny Fliers (G.Hobbs 30) 285, 
The Royalists (D .Wright, 
M.Derman 32) 291; Willie 

Wombles (I.Draisey 35) 295, 


Poshes (R.Hunt 27) 256; Witchill 
Poachers (D.Richardson 35) 343, 
Barry Social (F.Hall 30) 320. 

Division 3: 

‘H’Bells (E.Collier31) 258, 
Cannon Balls (D.Pike, D.Cannon. 
S.Pike 29) 295; KP Monkeynuts 
(M.Williams 222, Billy Bluebirds 
(D,Watkins 28) 235; KP 

Monkeynuts (M .Davies 30) 296, 
The Alternatives (O Jones 28) 
268; The Rejects (G.Ryan 29) 304, 
Castle Boys (M.Bobbett, 
N.Hughes 29) 289; West End 
Fliers (T.Clements 30) 237, Billy 
Bluebirds (G.Norris 27) 261. 

HR 


DINAS POWYS 
GOLF CLUB 
LADIES RESULTS 


ON March 3, a nine 
hole stableford was 
held: 

1st Audrey Harwood 
20points, 2nd Angela 
Brown 16 on back six 
from 3rd Pat Gosling 
(16), on back 6 from 
Louise Wilding (16). 

On March 10, a nine 
hole medal: 1st Sue 
Bridle 44 - 9.5 = 

34.5nett, 2nd Maxine 
Hird48- 10.5 =37.5 nett, 
3rd Audrey Harwood 50 
- 12 = 38 nett. 

On March 17, a 18 
hole Norwegian 

stableford: 1st Ann 

Mahenthiralingam, Sue 
Bridle, Annie Blackburn 
102points; 2nd Louise 
Wilding, Lisa Ryley, 
Ruth Yates 99; 3rd 
Angela Brown, Audrey 
Harwood, Vicki Ellison 
88 . 

On March 17, a nine 
hole Norwegian 

stableford: 1st Terry 
Unwin, Angela Thomas, 
June Jones 42points; 2nd 


Pam Warne, Jackie 
Lewis, Chris Nelms 41. 

On March 24, a nine 
hole Texas scramble: 1st 
Angela Brown, Audrey 
Harwood, Mel King 41 - 
13.33 = 27.67 nett, 2nd 
Moyra Smith, Terry 
Unwin 45 -16.75 =28.25 
nett. 

On March 31, a 18 
hole Hi-Lo stableford: 
1st Maxine Hird and 
Ruth Yates, 2nd Ann 
Mahenthiralingam and 
Pat Gosling, 3rd Sue 
Bridle and Annie 
Blackburn. 

On March 31, a nine 
hole stableford: 1st Pam 
Warne. 

Congratulations to 
Maxine Hird on scoring a 
superb hole in one on the 
18th hole on March 31. 

It was her first hole in 
one and she celebrated 
this feat in the traditional 
way by buying all the 
ladies a drink; thanks 
Max. 

RY 


Seaview Lads’ 
presentation 
night success 


THE Seaview Lads’ 
recent awards 
presentation night 
was a great success 
and congratulations 
to all that were 
recognised on the 
day. 

In addition to 
Mickey’s usual 

monopoly we had a few 
new names on the 
trophies and the 
prestigious sportsman of 
the year trophy was 
awarded to Ron for 
services above and 
beyond the call of duty. 

Shore fishing has been 
getting better through 
March and we have seen 
good attendances of 
members actually 

landing some really nice 
specimens. 

The summer species 
of rays, dogs and even 
bass are coming to the 
scales and we have 


enjoyed a late spring run 
of cod with some 
excellent weights being 
recorded, including 30 
fish in just one match! 

Fingers crossed the 
fishing will stay as good 
into the coming months 
and reward everyone for 
their efforts. 

MARCH RESULTS 

1st P Coles 0.900 kg, 
2nd J Jones 0.790 kg, 3rd 
G Mitchell 0.560 kg, 4th 
S Spitteri 0.260 kg, 5th M 
Warner 0.060 kg. 

March 22 - 1st D 
Crump 8.850 kg (seven 
cod), 2nd P Coles 5.1 kg 
(five cod), 3rd K Salah 
4.667 kg, 4th MLangford 
3.575 kg, 5th N Brag 
3.200 kg, 6th S Doble 
3.220 kg. 

March 29 - 1st M 
Langford 2.425 kg, 2nd K 
Salah 1.880 kg, 3rd J 
Bray 1.620 kg. 

JC 


Sully Centurions 
LATEST NEWS 

OUTDOOR nets start on today (April 9) 
at Burnham Avenue, Sully, at 6.30pm for 
Sully Centurions. 

The first friendly match of the season is versus 
Ponthir CC this Sunday, April 12, at 1.30pm at 
Burnham Avenue. 

The two joint friendly skippers are Shae Ellis and 
Owain Sullivan - all players are asked to contact 
them with availability. 

MF 
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EXHAUSTS • TYRES ♦ BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES ♦ SHOCKS ♦ BRAKES ♦ MOT'S ♦ DISCS ♦ SERVICING 


FREE SPRING CHECK 

PLEASE CALL IN FOR YOUR FREE SPRING SAFETY CHECK 



STAM0ARD TYRES from 


£27.95 


FROM ONLY £29.50 
FROM ONLY £38.95 
FROM ONLY £27.95 


ItRIDCtSTOnt 




PREMIUM SPECIALS 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 
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£55.95 
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185.95 
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£56.95 
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C95.00^ 
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QUALITY 
NEW TYRES 


WITH PRICES LIKE 
THESE • WHY RISK 
PART WORN TYRES? 


105/70TR13 . 

175/70TR14 _ 

175/65TRI4 . 

£33.95 

185/65HR15. FROM ONLY £35.75 

195/60HR15 FROM 0NIV £33.95 

195/65HR15. FROM ONLY £33.95 

I85/55VR15 . FROM ONLY £39.75 

195/50VR15 . FROM ONLY £32.95 

I95/65VRI5 _ FROM ONLY £39.95 

205/55VRI6 FROM ONLY £35.95 

£38.95 

215/55WR16 . FROM ONLY £53.95 

215/50WR17. FROM ONLY £44.95 

225/45WR17 FROM ONLY £38.95 

225/40WRI8. FROM ONLY £39.95 


IF YOUR TYRE SIZE IS NOT SHOWN PLEASE CALL US FOR A QUOTATION ^TWE PRESSURE MONITORING SYSTEM CTPMS> EXPERTS 



BA 

Cardiff Hoad, Cadortcn 
Bany AA 

CF63 2QW A 

01446 733167 


CARDIFF spISJ. 

271 Ponartti Rood £ 

Cardiff AA • 9 * 95 

CF11 BTT “ / * ^ 

029 20 382644 l 



MLhb/ NkA Ay ;rf4 f f /MM. 




WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.00am - 5,30 pro, SATURDAYS d.OOwn - 4.00pro. all MAJOR CREDIT CARDS VT1A ^ 
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Memories of point-to-points... 


THIS week, Brian Lee recalls the point-to-point 
meeting that he attended which got him into a lot of 
trouble and cost him his job as pro for the west Wales 
Point-To- Point Area. 

U NDER the heading ‘Beer Thugs 
Spoil Races’, this is what I reported 
in The Glamorgan GEM on May 6, 

1999. 

“In all my 33 years of reporting on the Welsh 
point-to-point scene, I have never seen anthing like I 
did on Bank Holiday Monday at the Ban wen Miners 
Hunt point-to-point steeplechases at Resolven. 

“Unruly beer-swilling youngsters - certainly not 
hunt-racing enthusiasts - booed the jockeys of losing 
horses, while others played football among the 
crowd and made a general nuisance of themselves by 
leaning on parked cars and making threatening 
gestures to some of the racegoers. 

“One jockey was so upset by the jeers that he 
dismounted and walked towards the troublemakers 


Barry & District 
league results 
and tables 


CRIB DIVISION 1: 

West End 7, Rhoose 
Social 8; Cadoxton Cons 
12, Railway 3; Wyndham 
Cons 6, Liberals 9; West 
End Wanderers 7, Moors 
Boys 8. 

League table: 

Cadoxton Cons 186, 
Liberals 185, Wyndham 
Cons 184, Moors Boys 
179, West End 
Wanderers 171, West 
End 167, Rhoose Social 
163, Railway 145. 
SKITTLES DIVISION 
1: 

League table: Sea 
View B 119, West End C 

114.5, Allsorts 100, King 
William XII 98, West 
End D 86.5, Slammers 
86, Barries Boys 83.5, 
Rugby Club 82, Rhoose 
Social A 80.5, Rhoose 
Social B 74, Rhoosters 

73.5, Rhoose Social C 

63.5, Liberals A 59, 
Runway Club 54.5, 
Cambrian Flyers 54, 
Liberals C 52.5. 
SNOOKER DIVISION 
1: 

Harbour B 4, 
Wyndham Cons C 1; 
Rhoose Social C 0, 
Savoy A 5; Cadoxton 
Cons Z 5, Rhoose Social 
B 0; Harbour A 2, 
Wyndham Cons A 3; 


West EndC 5, Savoy B 0; 
Penarth Cons B 2, 
Cadoxton Cons B 3. 

League table: Harbour 
B 94, Savoy A 92, West 
End C 75, Cadoxton 
Cons B 72, Cadoxton 
Cons Z 68, Rhoose 
Social B 56, Rhoose 
Social C 55, Wyndham 
Cons A 55, Harbour A 
54, Penarth Cons B 44, 
Savoy B 43, Wyndham 
Cons C 42. 

SNOOKER DIVISION 
2: 

Market Street C 3, 
West End B 2; Cadoxton 
Cons A 2, Market Street 
B 3; Services Social B 3, 
Sully Sports A 2; Penarth 
Cons D 3, Railway B 2; 
Railway C 2, Liberators 
3. 

League table: Railway 
A 86, Market Street C 71, 
Railway B 67, Market 
Street B 66, Liberators 
65, Penarth Cons D 65, 
Services Social B 64, 
Cadoxton Cons A 57, 
Sully Sports A 57, 
Penarth Cons A 54, 
^Railway C 44, West End 
B 44 (* = points 

deducted). 

All league & cup 
fixtures and results at 
www. barry leagues .co .uk 
or Facebook - search for 
'barry leagues'. JW 


ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 

Professional quality, 
paintwork repairs at a fraction 
of traditional body shop costs 

•Quick 'Convenient 'Fully Guaranteed 
/ Bumper Scuffs /Alloy Wheels 
/Paintwork Scratches / Minor Dents 

To arrange for your free estimate call 

Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 
0800 028 7878 


before managing to restrain himself. 

“The trouble really started two days earlier when 
a car containing boxes of racecards was stolen and 
set alight. Beer cans and rubbish were strewn all 
over the Pentreclwydau Racecourse, which was 
being used for the first time.” 

There were differing views of my report, which 
had also appeared in the Racing Post Weekender and 
the hunt-secretary writing to the paper complained 
that “it cannot pass without being refuted. We did 
attract a huge crowd and they certainly didn't behave 
in the manner in which your paper reported. As 
secretary of the meeting I had no reports of yobbish 
acitivities, people playing football or such like. All 
we heared from those who commented was ‘we hope 
it will be held next year’.” 

I can quote comments of Simon Claise, secretary 
of the Jockey Club's point-to-point department, who 
said on reading that report: “I didn't think I was at the 
same meeting.” It would be helpful to point-to- 
pointing and racing in general if your correspondents 
painted an accurate picture of the Welsh scene 
instead of creating fantasies which only assist the 
detractors of our sport. The publicity officer of the 
Local Authority was present and full of praise for the 
meeting. Maybe the Racing Post reporter (that was 
me) was affected by the heat of the day.” 

However, there were those who saw my side of 
the story and Gina Groom of Pencoed told the 
Racing Post Weekender: “I am writing to express my 
concern at the lack of organisation at the Banwen 
meeting on May 3. Unlike other point-to-points, the 
crowd was largely drunken gangs who left thousands 
of cans and bottles on and around people's cars. 
There were no bins for people to use, a shortage of 
toliet facilites and a bottle neck in the viewing area 
which resulted in huge queues to get to the 
bookmakers or refreshments. I hope this isn't an 
indication of future meetings.” 

Bob McGrath wrote: “The only thing that marred 
it for me was the behaviour of some obviously 
drunken newcomers. These drunken louts played 
football among the crowd and in one instance I saw 
a small child lowered over the ropes to fetch a ball as 
the horses were going to post. These morons left 
their beer cans all over the place and made it difficult 
to get into one's own car as they were leaning on the 
doors. Worst of all, some jeered losing riders in a 
most unsporting manner - something I have never 
witnessed at a point-to-point.” 


Mrs Denise Williams, writing to The Glamorgan 
GEM, said: “I felt I had to write following a report 
in The GEM regarding your racing correspondent, 
Mr Brian Lee being banned from attending any 
future point-to-point meetings at the Banwen 
Miners. Mr Lee had written a report about the 
meeting and the bad behaviour of the crowd. Never, 
in 20 years of attending point-to-points, have I 
witnessed such rude, thoughtless, inconsiderate 
people, who booed the losers and hissed and shouted 
nasty comments to the jockeys. 

“I had my own horse running at the meeting, 
which was pulled up due to a nose bleed. As I ran up 
the course to collect the horse, which was in some 
distress, a gang of drunks jeered, hissed and shouted 
disgusting comments about the horse not continuing 
to race. Anyone with common sense, and not drunk, 
could see why.” 

Mrs Williams went on to say that one lady who 
had the courage to ask them to stop shouting was 
“...stunned at the abusive replies”. 

Incidentally, one person who won't forget the 
meeting is Aberthin National Hunt trainer Tim 
Vaughan. He rode a treble on Dotted Line 
(Members), Bel De Moor (Maiden one) and Jo Jo's 
best (maiden three). All three were trained by 
Bridgend's John Moore. 

Worcestershire’s Angela Rucker, who rode a 
winner at the Banwen Miners' meeting last year, 
took the ladies’ open race on Night Wind. 

At the Llangeinor Hunt Steeplechases, 
Llancarfan’s Evan Williams was also in brilliant 
form riding a treble on Rave-On-Hadley (confined), 
Colebrook Willie (Maiden division one) and Castle 
Mews (maiden division three). Ex-hurdler Race-On- 
Hadley, who cost his joint owners Richard Western 
and Catherine Williams just £500, won by a distance 
after making every post a winning one. 

Linda Parka's grey gelding Alais Parker Jones, 
was a shock 33-1 winner of the restricted open under 
Mark Lewis and Peter Bowen's Iffeee took the men's 
open. If my memory serves me right Iffee was 
Peter’s first winner under rules at Sedgefield. 

Meanwhile Bridgend butcher Jonathan Tudor 
rode his first winner of the season on his 10-year-old 
Billy Gwyn, which finished alone in the members' 
race. 

Reporting for The GEM on the Llangibby that 
year under the heading Vale-trained horse Reigns 
Supreme, I wrote: “Creme Supreme, a nine-year-old 


grey gelding qualified with the Glamorgan Hunt was 
an impressive winner of the confined race. Owned 
by the Vale’s Joanne Hegerty and trained by Bob 
Mason at Llandow, Creme Supreme, ridden by 
Llancarfan's Evan Williams, won by six lengths 
from the south Hereford invader, Le Baron. 

“Phil and Kathryn Dando’s Kristal Haze, 
confidently ridden by Phil Williams, was an easy 
winner of the Horse and Hound mares club 
championship, romping home 25 lengths ahead of 
the favourite Bit Of A Citizen.” 

However, Bit Of a Citizen's connections had 
plenty to smile about later when she won the Welsh 
Point-To-Point Grand National at the Pentyrch Hunt 
Steeplechases at Bonvilston. Ridden by Evan 
Williams and wearing blinkers for the first time she 
won by 20 lengths from the pacemaking Saffron 
Moss, with the previous year’s winner, High 
Guardian, a further length away in third spot. 

‘Watch Out For Christian’ was the heading of my 
end of the season piece in which I wrote: “A feature 
of the 1999 Welsh hunt racing season was the riding 
of Bridgend schoolboy, Christian Williams. 
Christian, aged 16, rode eight winners in his first 
season and has won the Daily Telegraph national 
novice riders’ title.” 

Well, Christian went on to ride under rules and 
came close to winning a Grand National. He rode a 
number of big race winners and, but for injury 
curtailing his career, we would have heard a lot more 
from him. 

My awards for the 1999 season were as follows- 
Biggest Surprise Award - David Parker's Alais 
Parker Jones, winning at the Llangeinor after being 
pulled up in his previous six races. 

Most Promising Rider - Christian Williams. Great 
Achievement Award - Pip Jones, retaining her 
national title and notching-up her 200th winner. 
Great Achievement Award - owner/trainer Dillwyn 
Thomas saddling his 200th winner. Most Improved 
Rider Award-Nick Jones who came close to winning 
the novice riders’ title. Veteran Riders' Award - Phil 
Williams, who bounced back with six winners after 
injuries. 

My thanks to those readers who have told me they 
enjoy my blasts from the pasts and if you have any 
pictures, press cuttings you want to share you can 
contact me on 02920736438 or e-mail 
brianlee4 @ virginmedia .com. 

BRIAN LEE 


Cowbridge RFC spring into action 

and pick up a very valuable Easter win 


ON a beautiful warm spring 
afternoon Cowbridge 
entertained Canton RFC at 
the Athletic Field. 

This was a crucial game for 
Cowbridge, trying to distance 
themselves from the lower reaches of 
the league and following last week's 
disappointment at Llandaff North, 
Cowbridge were able to field a full 
squad. 

Canton kicked off and Cowbridge 
showed attacking intent from the start 
as prop Ben Worral stormed out of the 
22, taking play into the Canton half. 

With a couple of charging runs 
from hooker Rhys Price and a clever 
steal by scrum half Richie Howson 
from a Canton scrum, Cowbridge had 
their first scoring opportunity with a 
penalty which went just wide. It was 
now Canton's turn to attack and some 
desperate defence by Cowbridge 
denied a couple of try opportunities. 

A good break out of defence by 
Howson and full back Tom Harrison 
took Cowbridge up to halfway but 
Canton were soon on the attack again, 
resulting in a simple penalty after 22 
minutes. 

Canton continued to put pressure 
on Cowbridge, particularly in the 
scrums, leading to a second penalty 


with five minutes of the first half 
remaining. Veteran Dave Breed 
replaced Ben Worall at prop and from 
the kick off young wing Huw 
Moorcraft broke up to the 22 and 
Cowbridge were awarded a penalty 
for a deliberate knock on which again 
was just wide. 

From the ensuing drop-out centre 
Huw Lougher broke through the 
Canton defence taking play to within 
yards of the Canton line. After a few 
charges at the line by the pack the ball 
was spun along the backs for Tom 
Harrison to glide over for a fine team 
try, to make the halftime score 
Cowbridge 5 Canton 6. 

After a lull at the start of the 
second half, after 10 minutes 
Cowbridge were awarded a penalty in 
the Canton 22. As quick as a flash 
Richie Howson took a quick tap and 
was over in the corner as Cowbridge 
led for the first time in the game. 

Cowbridge then suffered a torrid 
time for the next 10 minutes, 
especially in the scrum. After 
conceding several penalties, the 
referee brought out the yellow card. 
Canton battered the Cowbridge line 
but the home defence was superb, 
reminiscent of Wales against Ireland. 

The whole pack put their bodies on 
the line with the always dynamic 


Connor Boys and Rhod Walker giving 
their all along with Alex Lewis, Emyr 
Stone and Harrison Griffiths. With 
Rhys Jones, Geraint Thomas, Dave 
Roper and Tom Larkin replacing Dave 
Breed, Huw Moorcraft, Alex Lewis 
and Kyle Jones, Cowbridge finally got 
a penalty to get out of the 22. 

Inching their way into the Canton 
half, strong running by Rhys Jones 
and centre Tom Sterling resulted in a 
penalty which hit the posts. 

Cowbridge continued to attack and 
Lougher, Harrison and Howson all 
came close. 

With five minutes to go Canton 
were reduced to 14 players after a red 
card for stamping. Cowbridge 
continued to batter the Canton line but 
were just unable to add to the score, 
the final score Cowbridge 10, Canton 
6 . 

A vital hard-fought win for 
Cowbridge with everybody giving 
their all. The large crowd (including 
50 visitors from Clisson) enjoyed an 
exciting game, Cowbridge finishing 
the stronger of the two teams after 
their fine defensive effort after 
halftime 

Sunday saw a Cowbridge 
select XV play an exciting 
open game against our visitors 


from twin town Clisson. 

On another glorious day the large 
crowd saw a Cowbridge victory by 
several tries to one with outstanding 
efforts from Jamie Basset, Alan 
Thomas and the ageing Huw Moseley, 
although everyone contributed to a 
great occasion. 

In the clubhouse afterwards 
chairman John Griffiths presented 
Clisson with ties and jerseys to 
commemorate their visit and the 
Clisson chairman reciprocated. 

Thanks to everyone who helped to 
make this a fantastic day, especially 
John Powell for his organisational 
skills, Ceri (who must have prepared 
over 300 meals over the weekend) and 
Meg and all the bar staff who worked 
so hard behind the scenes, and to new 
grandfather Richard Killick for 
organising the halftime bubbly. 

This Saturday the first team travel 
to Llantwit Major and the following 
Saturday take on St.Albans at home. 

The youth BC play Llandaff at 
home this Saturday and on April 16 
travel to Llandaff North to play 
Llanishen in a semi final of the East 
District Cup; the youth BD play 
Llandaff North at home on April 18. 

RV/RK 
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FRF Bridgend 


sat www.frfmotors.com 


WESTERN AVENUE, BRIDGEND IND EST. BRIDGEND SAT NAV USERS CF31 3RT 

Sale Hotline 08448 463 668 


LOW RATE FINANCE • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • CASHBACK AVAILABLE • OUTSTANDING SELECTED FINANCE OFFERED 


Network Q 

^ The best place for used Vauxhalls Uf 
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TOYOTA APPROVED 
USED CAR EVENT 

0 % APR Representative* when flexibly 
financed through AccessToyota. 

11th - 19th April at FRF Toyota 


FRF Toyota Swansea 

Neath Road, Morriston, Su/ansea, 
West Glamorgan SA6 8HF 

01792 315212 


FRF Toyota Haverfordwest 

Cartlett Gate, Narberth Road, 
Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire SA612XG 

01437766841 

uju/uj.frftoyota.co.uk 


FRF Toyota Bridgend 

Tondu Road, Bridgend, 

Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

01656 646646 


*0% APR Representative only available on Approved Used retail orders of AYGO, Yaris or Auris (excluding 15 and 64 plate) when purchased between 11th and 19th April 2015 and financed through Toyota Financial Services by 19th April 2015 on a 36 month 
AccessToyota (PCP) plan with 10-30% deposit. Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC; registered office, Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to 
status to over 18s. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with these offers. Excess miles over 30,000 charged at 8p per mile. Toyota Centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Terms and conditions apply. Affordable finance 
through AccessToyota. 5 year/100,000 mile manufacturer warranty subject to terms and conditions. Participating Centres only. 














JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK. 


61 HONDA Civic 1.8 SE V-TEC 

In silver, 29,000 miles, superb throughout 

£8,995 


10 HONDA CRZ Sport Hybrid 

In red, 20,000 miles, sporty looks, 
fantastic mpg 

£8,995 


10 FORD S-Max 2.0 Diesel ua 

Zetec Auto og 

In black, 53,000 mile 7-seater 

£9,995 57 


08 LEXUS is 220 Diesel 
6-Speed 

In silver, 81,000 miles 

£6,495 


61 NISSAN Micro 1.2 Acenta 5-Dr 


In silver, 14,000 miles with sat nav 

£6,495 12 


RaC 


JAGUAR XK 5.0 V8 Convertible In silver, black hood, 

black/cream leather, 25,000 miles, 1 owner .£32,995 

LAND ROVER Discovery 2.7 Diesel HSE, Automatic, 
7-Seater. Silver with black leather, 63,000 miles, sat-nav, 

tv, steps, fully colour coded .£18,995 

LOTUS Espirit 2.2 In white with navy leather, 33,000 

miles, 25 year old sports car.£10,995 

FORD S-Max 2.0 Diesel Zetec Auto In black, 53,000 mile 

7-seater .£9,995 

HONDA Civic 1.8 SE V-TEC 5-Dr In silver, 29,000 miles, 

supurb throughout .£8,995 

HONDA CRZ Sport Hybrid In red, 20,000 miles, sporty 

looks, fantastic mpg.£8,995 

TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 5-Dr In met-red, 30,000 miles, 1 

owner family hatch.£7,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.6 TDCi Titanium 3-Dr In black, 27,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£7,995 

NISSAN Qashqai 1.6 Acentia In met-blue, 59,000 miles, 

2 owners.£7,995 

RENAULT Clio 1.5 Diesel Dynamique Tom-Tom 5-Dr In 

white, 22,000 miles, 1 owner.£7,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.5 Diesel Dynamique Tomtom In 

silver, 46,000 miles, sat-nav etc .£7,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.2 SZ3 5-Dr In red, 19,000 miles, 1 owner 

.£6,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE 5-Dr Automatic in grasshopper 

green, 20,000 miles, 1 owner .£6,995 

VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 TDi SE 5-Dr in silver, 87,000 

miles.£6,995 

CHRYSLER Ypsilon 1.2 SE 5-Dr In bronze, 12,000 miles, 

1 owner .£6,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Exclusive Automatic 5-Dr In silver, 

42,00 miles .£6,495 

CITROEN C3 1.6 Exclusive Auto 5-Dr In met grey, 23,000 

miles, superb example.£6,495 

LEXUS is 220 Diesel 6-Speed In silver, 81,000 miles ... 

.£6,495 

NISSAN Micra 1.2 Acenta 5-Dr In silver, 14,000 miles, 

with sat-nav .£6,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.6 TDCi Zetec 3-Dr In silver, 63,000 miles, 

diesel with £20 road tax .£6,495 

PEUGEOT 207 1.6 GT CC Convertable In silver, 32,000 

miles .£6,495 

PEUGEOT 308 Access 5-Dr In met bronze, 26,000 miles, 

1 owner.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 Exclusive 5-Dr In black, 52,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi ‘ICE’ 5-Dr In met green, 20,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

SKODA Fabia 1.4 SE 5-Dr In white with a/c etc, 1 owner 

.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Active 5-Dr In grasshopper green, 

37,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

SKODA Fabia 1.4 TDi Estate In silver, 50,000 miles, low 

running costs .£5,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5-Dr In silver, 67,000 miles £5,995 
FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In silver, 36,000 miles, very 

nice example at.Reduced to £5,995 

SEAT Ibiza 1.6 Diesel Sport In white, 67,000 miles, great 

looking car at .£5,995 

CITROEN C4 Picasso VTR+ 7-seater In silver, 62,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

HONDA Civic 2.2 Diesel ES 5-Dr ES 5-Dr In black, 

66,000 miles, glass roof etc.£5,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. In electric blue, 

49,000 mile family hatch .£5,695 

FIAT 500 Pop In white, 29,000 miles with glass roof, 

stop/start etc .£5,495 

PEUGEOT 308 Verve 1.6 5-Dr. In black, 36,000 miles, one 

owner .£5,495 

SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 3-Dr In met lime, 52,000 miles, very 

nice example, new shape .£5,495 

VW Golf 1.4 ‘S’ 5-Dr In met blue, 79,000 miles, a/c etc, 

ideal family hatch at.£5,495 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme 3-Dr In black, 36,000 miles, 

low insurance .Reduced to £5,295 

VW Golf 1.6 Match 5-Dr In black, 64,000 miles, a/c, alloys 

etc.£5,295 

FIAT Panda 1.2 Active 5-Dr In black, 22,000 miles, £30 
road tax .£4,995 


09 SUZUKI Splash 1.2 GLS+ 5-Dr. In met blue, 55,000 miles, 

low insurance.£4,995 

58 RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.2 Estate In silver, 60,000 

miles with a/c, alloys .£4,995 

58 RENAULT Clio 1.5 Diesel Dynamique 5-Dr In black, 

71,000 miles, 1 owner, £30 road tax.£4,995 

08 KIA Ceed 1.6 LS 5-Dr In met blue, 47,000 miles, alloys, 

a/c etc .£4,995 

08 ALFA Romeo 159 Lusso 1.9 Diesel In met-grey, 68,000 

miles, stylish saloon with leather .£4,995 

60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-Dr In red, 59,000 miles, 1 owner, 

low insurance.£4,995 

10 TOYOTA Aygo “Blue” 1.0 VVTi 5-Dr In electric blue, 

42,000 miles, £20 road tax .£4,995 

62 PEUGEOT 107 Active In red, 21,000 miles, 1 owner, £20 
road tax .Reduced to £4,995 

57 HYUNDAI i130 Style 2.0 Diesel 5-Dr In silver, 72,000 

miles, nice example.£4,995 

55 MINI Cooper In black (chilli pack), 17” alloys, host of extras, 
superb value at .£4,995 

53 BMW 330 Diesel Sport Touring Auto In silver with grey I 

leather, nice example.Reduced to £4,695 

58 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Diesel ‘S’ 5-Dr In met turquoise, 

55,000 miles .£4,695 | 

08 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In met-blue, 61,000 miles 
with a/c etc .Reduced to £4,695 

59 VAUXHALL Astra 1.3 Diesel CDTi Life 5-Dr In black, 

77,000 miles.£4,295 

09 CITROEN C3 1.4 Diesel VT 5-Dr In silver, 52,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£4,295 

59 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 ‘S’ Eco-Flex 3-Dr In red with white 

stripes, 57,000 miles, upgraded, alloys.£3,995 

09 CITROEN Cl 1.0 VTR 5-Dr In red, 50,000 miles, £20 road 

tax.£3,995 

08 NISSAN Note 1.4 Accenta In bronze, 58,000 miles, 

2 owners .£3,995 

57 SEAT Ibiza 1.2 Reference 5-Dr In met grey 53,000 miles, 

low insurance.£3,995 

07 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Diesel Reference Sport 3-Dr In red, 

79,000 miles .£3,995 

05 NISSAN Micra 1.2 SE 5-Dr Automatic In met grey, 25,000 

miles.£3,795 

04 MINI One In red, 87,000 miles with panroof, bodykit, alloys 
etc, good looking Mini .£3,695 

58 PEUGEOT 207 M-Play 1.4 3-Dr In silver, 66,000 miles, 

sporty looks at .£3,695 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Ghia Automatic 5-Dr In purple with grey 

leather trim, 47,000 miles .£3,695 

06 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.8 Exclusive In silver, 19,000 miles, 1 

owner, convertable .£3,695 

08 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamique In met grey, 64,000 

miles.£3,495 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life 3-Dr In red, 34,000 miles, low 

insurance .£3,495 

07 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Silver 3-Dr In ice blue, 54,000 miles, 

1 owner .£3,495 

55 TOYOTA Corolla T-Spirit 1.6VVN 5-Dr In silver, 68,000 

miles .Reduced to £2,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4S 3-Dr In met grey, 46,000 miles, 

one owner.£3,295 

07 FIAT Bravo 1.4 Dynamic 5-Dr In met-grey, 54,000 miles, 

fantastic value.£3,295 

05 FORD Fusion 1.6 Automatic 5-Dr In met-blue, 41,000 

miles.£3,295 

05 RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel Dynamique Convertable 

In black, low mileage .£3,495 

07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-Dr In met-blue, 79,000 
miles .Reduced to £2,995 

54 SMART City Passion Auto. In silver, 68,000 miles, low 

road tax, host of extras.Reduced to £2,495 

57 FORD KA 1.3 Zetec In met-grey, 37,000 miles ...£2,495 
05 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life Twinport 3-Dr In silver, low 

mileage.£2,495 

51 HONDA Civic 1.6 VVTI Automatic In silver, 56,000 miles, 
alloys a/c etc.£2,495 


59 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 GT CC 
Convertable 

In silver, 32,000 miles 


£6,495 


04 MINI One 

In red, 87,000 miles with panroof, bodykit, alloys etc 

£3,695 


10 FIAT 500 Pop 

In white, 29,000 miles with glass roof, stop/start etc 

£5,495 




05 RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel 
Dynamique Convertable 

In black, low mileage 

£3,495 


59 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 'S' Eco-Flex 

In red with white stripes, 57,000 miles 
upgraded alloys 

£3,995 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R BC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 
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ROUND-UP 


PG10 PLAYERS TAKE A TRIP TO DUBAI! 


COWBRIDGE 
DARTS LEAGUE 


IN 2022 the FIFA 
World Cup is 
scheduled to take 
place in Qatar. This 
is the first time a 
country in the 
Middle East will 
host the World 
Cup. 

With plans already 
in motion in the 
middle east to host the 
event, PG10 Coaching 
and a team of young 
people from different 
parts of Wales plus 
players from Dubai, 
Mexico, Spain, 
Scotland, Algeria and 
Malta academies, 
travelled to Dubai to 
take part in a unique 
FIFA-regulated 
international football 
tournament. 

The team were the 
only team from the 
UK competing in the 
prestigious event. The 
tournament attracted 
teams from across the 
world from countries 
such as USA (New 
York), Canada, Oman, 
France, South Africa, 
India, China, Africa, 
Dubai, Saudi Arabia, 


Qatar and many 
more. The players also 
met Canadian all time 
top goalscorer and 
MLS Toronto FC 
player Dwayne De 
Rosario. 

The team came in 
third place after 
beating Bocca Juniors 
4-2. Peter Griffiths, 
who is head coach and 
manager of PG10 
Coaching, said: “The 
tournament was a 
wonderful 

opportunity, not only 
for the players 
football development 
but also provided the 
young people with 
essential life skills and 
the opportunity to 
learn about different 
cultures in a 
competitive and fun 
sporting 
environment.” 

For more 
information about 
PG10 please go to 
www.pgl Ocoaching. 
co.uk. 

PG 


ON Tuesday, March 
24, a full 
programme of 
league matches was 
played. Llanharry, 
by defeating the 
Edmondes B 7-2, 
are confirmed as 
this year league 
champions. 

However, with the 
Highwayman Inn 

defeating the Farmers 
Arms by the same 7-2 
score, they are now tied 
with the Edmondes B in 
the race for the runners- 
up slot. 

The Edmondes A, with 
their 8-1 victory over the 
Old Post Ladies, ensures 
that at least 
mathematically they can 
still finish runners-up. In 
the other match the 
Edmondes C beat the 
Hare and Hounds 5-4. 

Present league 

standings after 19 
matches, are: Llanharry 


(140 points), Edmondes 
B and Highwayman Inn 
(102), Edmondes A (94), 
Hare and Hounds (79), 
Farmer’s Arms (68), 
Edmondes C (62) and 
Old Post Ladies (35). 

On April 14, there is a 
full programme of league 
matches scheduled. The 
Edmondes A hosts the 
Edmondes C, the Old 
Post Ladies hosts the 
Highwayman Inn, the 
Farmers Arms hosts the 
Edmondes B and 
Llanharry hosts the Hare 
and Hounds. 

All matches start at 
8.15pm and spectators 
are welcome. 

For further 

information e-mail Paul 
at cowbridgedarts@ 
gmail.com; up-to-date 
information can be found 
on the website: 
www.darts .apsn .co .uk. 

PJT 


BOWLERS 
SEE ACTION! 


COWBRIDGE 
bowling club 
members have been 
able to take 
advantage of the 
fine weather 
recently with roll 
ups. 

Friendly matches have 
been arranged for both 
the men and ladies teams 
for later this month - 
good prepartion for the 
season ahead! 

Monday afternoon 
social bowls starts on 
April 13; those wishing 
to participate should 
arrive by 1.45pm so that 
play can start at 2pm. 
Come and meet our new 
members. 


For those who are at 
work on weekdays and 
have never played the 
game but would like to 
give it a try, someone 
will be available on 
Sunday afternoons on 
April 12, 19 and 26, to 
meet you and talk about 
the game. 

You can also have a 
free taster session - for 
further information and 
to book a time contact 
Michael Bradley on 
01446 773289. 

You can find 
additional information 
about the club on our 
website, 

cowbridgebowling 

club.uk. 

MB 


CALLING ALL CLUB OFFICIALS! 

We welcome your news, repots and 
other items of interest - email us at: 
gemeditorial@tindlenews .co .uk 


Hunt takes place this Saturday 


The Ystrad Taf Fechan 
Hunt Steeplechases take 
place this Saturday at 
Ystradowen. 

The first of the seven races take 
place at 2pm and the principal race 
of the day is the John Lovell 
Memorial Mens Open Race. 

The winning horse will qualify 
for the £7,500 Bonham Men's 
Open Point-To-Point 

Championship Final Hunter Chase 
to be held at Cheltenham on April 
14. 

The trainer to watch out for is 
Merthyr Mawr's Jonathan Tudor, 
who has been in fine form of late 
and last week saddled three 
winners at the Monmouthshire 
Hunt Point-To-Point 

Steeplechases (see report below). 

Jonathan, a former point-to- 
point rider himself, recently 
celebrated his 50th birthday, and 
although he rode a hat-trick on 
several occasions, last week was 
the first time he trained three 
winners. 

Jonathan, who used to play 
rugby for Cowbridge seconds, 
rode his first winner in 1983 on his 
18th birthday when steering home 
his own horse, Bright Hope, at the 
South Pembrokeshire Hunt 
Steeplechases. 

The highlight of his race riding 
career came in 1988 at Towcester 
when he landed The Times Hunter 
Chase on his own horse, St 
Helen's Boy. 

One year, he set a seasonal 
personal best of 10 winners and 
won the Bill Jones Trophy which 
goes to the leading rider in south 
Wales. He rode his last winner in 
1999 on Ollandale at the Golden 


Valley fixture. 

JONATHAN'S 

HAT-TRICK 

Merthyr Mawr's Jonathan 
Tudor can boast that he rode 
several hat-tricks as a rider; and 
now, after last Saturday's 
Monmouthshire Hunt Point-To- 
Point Steeplechases at 
Llanvapley, he can boast that he 
has had a hat-trick as a trainer. 

The first leg of Jonathan's treble 
was initiated when Repeat 
Business, the odds-on favourite, 
landed the men's open race by 10 
lengths from Knockgraffon King. 

Owner Jeff Bird was holidaying 
in Cyprus so Jonathan gave him a 
running commentary of the final 
circuit on his mobile phone. Good 
job he didn't give him a full 
commentary as winning rider 
James Tudor, Jonathan’s cousin, 
said: “He missed every fence apart 
from the last two and those he 
flew.” 

Hector Worsley rode Jonathan's 
next winner, Always A Chance, 
who proved too speedy for 
Driftwood Haze in the restricted 
race. However, Tudor was back in 
the saddle on Banned In Bhutan 
for the second division of the split 
open maiden race. 

An early faller in its previous 
race, this syndicate horse bought 
from National Hunt jockey Paul 
Moloney won by six lengths from 
the pacemaking Earth Tremor, 
who was finishing in the runner- 
up spot for the fourth time on the 
trot. 

The biggest cheers of the day 
were for Beth Roberts’ 14-year- 
old Chesnut Annie who, partnered 
by Carmarthen's Emma Mosley, 
won the ladies' open race. 


Chesnut Annie, who tried to 
break away from the field, was 
overtaken by the odds-on 
favourite Lauberhorn and Fine 
Resolve in the closing stages. But 
by the time the last fence was 
reached, she had got back in the 
race and was about half-a-length 
behind the fast-finishing odds-on 
favourite Lauberhorn, who came 
down leaving Chesnut Annie to 
score by a length from Fine 
Resolve. 

Chesnut Annie, who was 
winning over the course for the 
sixth time, has now won 37 point- 
to-points and two hunter chases. 

Fine Resolve's rider Rachel 
Leyshon won the first division of 
the maiden on Simon Jones’ 
Stainless Steel. Simon, who hails 
from Maesteg, runs a pet cemetery 
in the area. 

Matthew Barber, riding his 
father Gary’s Kimora, the 5-1 
outsider of four, took the opening 
intermediate race. A nine-year-old 
bay mare by Bach, Kimorais is 
trained by Matthew's older brother 
Marc. 

Ben Hicks (20) will always 
remember his first ride in Wales as 
he chalked-up his first winner in 
just four rides when landing the 
young horse open maiden race on 
Triple Brandy which got home by 
half-a-length from the 
pacemaking Sahara Haze. 

Ben rides out for Warren 
Greatrix at Lambourn and on this 
showing more wins will certainly 
be coming his way. 

BRIAN LEE 


Wales under-21s off to a flying start! 


I T is worth noting, 
amidst the current 
praise being levelled at 
the Welsh senior football 
team, that nine of the 14 
players who turned out in 
that emphatic 3-0 win 
over Israel had previously 
played for the under-21s 
team, a reminder, if any 
were needed, of the 
importance of bringing 
talent through the age 
group. 

While Wales seniors took a 
gigantic step towards France and 
Euro 2016 with that Israeli win, 
attentions were turned to the 
under-21s team, who began the 
process of qualifying for the 
Euro 2017 tournament in fine 
style with a 3-1 win over 
Bulgaria at the Cardiff City 
Stadium on March 31. 

No doubt buoyed by the 
achievements of their senior 
counterparts, the Welsh tore into 


Wales’ under-21s team line up against Bulgaria at the Cardiff 
City Stadium. PICTURE COURTESY OF FA WALES 


Bulgaria from the off, all three 
of their goals coming in the 
opening 25 minutes of the game, 
two from striker Tommy 
O'Sullivan and the other from 
the head of defender (and 
Bridgend boy) Josh Yorwerth. 

With both players on the 
books at Cardiff City, it was 
fitting that they should be on 
target, the win giving Geraint 


Williams' team the perfect start 
to a group that also contains 
Denmark, Romania, Armenia 
and Luxembourg. 

Not the most devilish of 
groups, but the under-21s team 
are yet to grace this age group's 
version of the European 
Championships, most cruelly, 
perhaps, being denied a place in 
the finals with a 5-4 aggregate 


defeat to England in 2008 (that 
England team containing, 
amongst others, Joe Hart and 
James Milner). 

The success of the senior 
team has shown that records are 
(hopefully) made to be broken, 
and this current crop of 
youngsters most certainly have 
the ability to break the hoodoo 
and march onto the 


championships in two years 
time. 

As well as O'Sullivan and 
Yorwerth, there is Wes Burns 
(educated at Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg) plying his trade at 
Bristol City but currently on 
loan at Cheltenham Town, 
goalkeeper Christian Dibble (son 
of former Welsh international 
Andy) and Ryan Hedges (on the 


books of Swansea but currently 
on loan at Leyton Orient) to 
name but a few. 

It's raw potential to be sure, 
and one look at the two teams 
from that 2008 double-header 
shows that, for every Hart or 
Aaron Ramsey there’s a Michael 
Mancienne or Lewin Nyatanga, 
but potential that, under the 
steely new regime that has 
brought cohesion and success at 
every age group, has every 
chance of blossoming into fully- 
realised talent. 

It may be early days for the 
under-21s, but they have no 
reason to fear their qualifying 
group, with their next fixture in 
September away to Luxembourg 
- and a few performances like 
last Tuesday night should stand 
them in the best possible stead to 
follow in the senior team's 
footsteps and (hopefully) make 
history. 

GARETH JAMIESON^ 
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YOUR DEFINITIVE SPORTS ROUND-UP 

Send your match reports, news and other items of interest to: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 



Athletic continue 
fine form with a 
win over RGC1404 



ABOVE: Robert Evans makes a break 
PICTURES BY GLENNSPORTS. 


BRIDGEND 



Athletic’s season 
gets better and 
better. 

Having defeated 
fourth-placed Merthyr 
and whitewashed fifth- 
placed Pontypool (only 
their third league game 
ever not scoring) they 
dominated third-placed 
RGC1404 to run out 18- 
10 winners for three 
successive league wins 
against top sides. 

Coaches John Apsee, 
David Williams and Ian 
Greenslade, having seen 
the Athletic facing 
possible relegation at 
Christmas with only 
three wins from their 
first 11 games, have 
completely turned 
around the club’s 
fortunes winning eight 
of the next 11 and 
picking up a further 37 
league points to pass the 
half century of points 
on 51. The three losses 
have all resulted in 
losing bonus points. 

The Athletic kicked 
off into a stiff breeze. 
From the off the 
Athletic took the game 
to the north Walians. 
After five minutes a 
break from outside half 
Robert Evans saw RGC 
transgress at a maul and 
Evans was on target 
with the resultant 


penalty. 

The Athletic pack 
completely dominated 
all phases of set play. 
Former Athletic hooker 
and youth cap Evan 
Yardley and his fellow 
RGC front row 
forwards were given a 
lesson in scrummaging 
by a much lighter 
Athletic pack. 

Props Rod Apsee, 
Matthew Norman and 
hooker Nathan 
Holman’s superior 
technique saw the 
heavier RGC outfit 
going backwards at 
most scrums. At the 
lineout, locks Darren 
Deguerra, Tom Penry- 
Ellis and flankers Ben 
Howe and Sean 
Williams were dominant 
against the much taller 
visitors - even taking 
three lineouts against 
the throw on their own 
five-metre line. 

In the loose, 

Williams and Howe 
turned in joint man of 
the match performances 
in both attack and 
defence, while No 8 
Griff Davies was his 
usual dependable self, 
cleaning up any poor 
possession and turning 
defence into attack. 

Against the run of 
play on a rare incursion 
into Athletic territory, 


RGC were awarded a 
penalty which full back 
Afon Bagshaw goaled 
to level the scores. 

The Athletic back 
division was disrupted 
when centre Michael 
Hathaway pulled a 
hamstring and youth 
centre Shaun Wilcox 
came on for his league 
debut. 

The Athletic set up a 
driving maul and were 
held up on the try line - 
but conceded a penalty 
for holding on. 
However, from a line 
out 15 metres out, RGC 
were unable to halt a 
well-drilled Athletic 
driving maul and prop 
Matthew Norman was 
driven over the try line. 
Evans converted to 
open up a 10-3 lead. 

On the stroke of 
halftime the Athletic 
repeated the feat with 
the same player, 
Norman, emerging with 


the ball for his second 
try to give the Athletic a 
deserved 15-3 halftime 
lead. 

RGC came out at the 
start of the second half 
with the intention of 
trying to nullify the 
Athletic forward 
performance by running 
the ball from 
everywhere. 

The Athletic also 
entered into the spirit by 
employing their own 
back division. Half 
backs Jake Williams 
and Evans were always 
ready to look for a 
break while big centres 
Tom Morgan and Shaun 
Wilcox posed a physical 
threat in midfield. 

Wings Stuart 
Griffiths and Dan 
Howells and full back 
Lyndsey MaCausland 
were also effective 
runners. However both 
defences nullified each 
other. 

The Athletic did 
stretch their lead to 18-3 
through a second Evans 
penalty. With eight 
minutes remaining a 
well-worked training 
field move saw wing 
Tian Loots break 
through the Athletic 
defence to cross for a 
try converted by centre 
James Lang. 

If the visitors thought 
this would bring about a 
thrilling finale they 
were mistaken. The 
Athletic reverted to a 
tight forward game and 
spent the last eight 
minutes camped inside 
the RGC 22 to send the 


visitors on the long trip 
back to north Wales 
empty handed. All 18 
players used, including 
replacements Lloyd 
Griffiths and prop 
Wayne Fooks, played 
their part in a well- 
constructed victory. 

Team manager Paul 
Heame summed up the 
game: “A very 
consistent performance 
spoilt a little by a 20- 
minute lapse in 
concentration in the 
second half when we 
could have kept the 
scoreboard ticking. 
Nevertheless a good 
win and we can look 
forward to visiting 
runaway league leaders 
Bargoed this Saturday 
with confidence!” 

Bargoed have won all 
21 league games with 
bonus point wins from 
19 of them. The Athletic 
have a good record 
against Bargoed, doing 
a league double over 
them last season and 
losing 15-31 at home 
early in the season 
when the team’s 
performance was well 
below the current 
standard. 

It would really rock 
the league if the 
Athletic could spring a 
surprise. The players 
will do their utmost. 

The club would like 
to thank Simon Apsee of 
JH Apsee & Sons 
Removals and Storage 
specialists for their 
continued support in 
sponsoring this fixture. 

AB 


Porthcawl Bridge Club 


THE club has now established 
a monthly 

conventions/technique 
seminar, with April’s topic on 
‘Responder’s Reverse’ being 
presented last week, to a very 
receptive audience. 

Latest results are: 

Saturday, March 21 - First - Trish 
Saunders & Janet Richards; Second - 
Colin & Hazel Heard. Monday, March 
23rd - First - Trish Saunders & Janet 
Richards; Second - Peter & Sandie 
Jenkins. 

Thursday, March 26 - First - Janet 
Richards & Tony Haworth; Second - 
Gary Williams & Pat Haworth. 


Saturday, March 28 - First - Peter 
Bennett & Jean Hughes; Second - 
Roger Plant & Betty Longley. 

Monday, March 30 - First - Terry 
Dolan & Roger Plant; Second - Peter 
Bennett & Jean Hughes. Thursday, 
April 2 - First - Pat Haworth & Gary 
Williams; Second - Janet Richards & 
Roger Draper. 

The club meets three times a week 
- Saturday and Thursday at the Awel- 
y-Mor centre, and Monday at the 
Glamorgan Holiday Hotel, 7pm. - 
10.15pm. - visitors welcome at any 
time. 

To contact the club, call our 
secretary Trish on 01656785794. 

TH 



PICTURES BY PETER GILLING. 

Several missed 


opportunities 
prove to be costly 
for Kenfig Hill 




ABOVE: Chris 
Leyshon finds himself 
caught up in a tug of 
war, while RIGHT: 
Karl Davies attempts 
an offload. 

THE first half of 
this game was a 
case of 
opportunities 
missed by Kenfig 
Hill, while 
Mumbles took 
theirs very well, 
scoring three tries 
to a solo effort from 
young Mules wing 
Aaron Grabham, 


THE results for 
recent events are: 

Wednesday, April 1 - 
1st Vida Halford and 
Glyn Williams, 2nd 
Irene Thomas and 
Graham Jones, 3rd 
Steve Burgoyne and Ann 
Fox. Winners on 
handicap Vida Halford 
and Glyn Williams. 

Thursday, April 2 - 
1st Geoff and Christine 
Tinkler, 2nd John 
Henson and Mike 
Williams, 3rd Teresa 
Griffiths and Linda 
Jenkins. 

Regular club nights 
take place on Wednesday 
and Friday evenings at 
Nolton Church Hall. 

Play is scheduled to 
commence at 7pm so it 
helps if players arrive at 
least 10 minutes early. 


the half time score 
Kenfig Hill 8, 
Mumbles 20. 

The Mules started the 


On Thursday 
afternoons at 2pm, also 
at Nolton Church Hall, 
there is a gentle 
duplicate session. Master 
points are now awarded 
but it remains a relaxed 
occasion where players 
enjoy their bridge. 

Further information 
can be obtained by 
calling Steve Burgoyne 
on 01656 661968, John 
Evans on 01656 880372 
or David Newman on 
01656 649138. 

Members can also 
take advantage of the 
‘tip of the week’ on the 
club website, primarily 
to assist new players and 
improvers - this can be 
found under bridge 
lessons in the left hand 
menu. 

TG 


the second half by 
raising the tempo of the 
game which resulted in 
two quick tries, one by 
loose-head prop Jamie 
Uren and one by left 
wing Ben Clarke that 
followed an excellent 
move, with fine 
handling, from their own 
goal line. 

Mumbles soon got 
back into the game with 
their superior line-out 
while Kenfig Hill started 
to struggle to make use 
of what possession they 
had. Yet another yellow 
card, plus too many 
handling errors and 
missed lineouts by the 
Mules, confirmed a 
disappointing home 
defeat, the final score 
20-26 to Mumbles. 

Kenfig Hill scorers: 
tries - Ben Clarke, 

Aaron Grabham and 
Jamie Uren. Penalty - 
Nicky Giles. Conversion 

- Nicky Giles. Mumbles 
scorers: tries - Stuart 
Nicholls, Matt Reeves 
and Aled Mason. 
Penalties - Adam 
Nicklyn (3). Conversion 

- Adam Nicklyn. DHD 


Latest news from the 
Bridgend Bridge Club 




































